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EXTRA 32/ 02 Fear of imm nent execution 25 April 2002

KI NGDOM OF THAI LAND At | east 20 people on death row

Five men were executed by firing squad on 24 April 2002, in the first
executions to take place in Thailand this year. Amesty International fears
that at |east 20 others on death row are now in imm nent danger of
execution.

Two of the five nen executed on 24 April had been convicted of preneditated
nmur der. The others had been sentenced to death for trafficking 500, 000
anphet ani ne tabl ets.

In January Corrections Departnent chief Siwa Saengnanee stated that between
20 and 30 people would be executed this year

The Thai prison service now has nore people on death row than at any point
inits history. Mre than 400 peopl e under sentence of death, over 180 of
whom were convi cted of drug offences, are awaiting the outconme of their
appeal s. In August 2001 officials stated that prisoners whose petitions for
a Royal Pardon were rejected woul d be executed the sane day.

The governnent has repeatedly announced its intention to speed up the
execution of those convicted of drug offences, as a deterrent agai nst

i ncreasing production and trafficking. In 2001 officials stated that they
wanted to deny those convicted of drug crines the right to appeal for a
Royal Pardon; however there is no indication that the necessary changes to
t he | aw have been been nmde.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The Thai authorities resuned executions in 1995, after an eight-year
noratorium In the |ast six years 38 prisoners have been executed. At |east
thirteen have been executed under the current adm nistration, which came to
power in January 2001. Five of these were executed at two hours’ notice,
with no opportunity to contact their relatives. The preparations for their
executions were televised, reportedly on the orders of the Prine M nister
Large nunbers of people convicted of drug crinmes were sentenced to death in
2001: at one point nore than 33 convicted traffickers were sentenced to
death in a single week.

Ammesty International has strong reason to believe that there is a risk of
m scarriages of justice in court cases. There are overwhel nmi ng nunbers of
credi ble reports of police ill-treating and torturing suspects in pre-tria
detention to extract confessions. Confessions are regularly used as
evidence in capital trials, and defendants have nmaintained in court that
police forced themto confess.

Executions in Thailand are carried out using a machi ne-gun. Prisoners stand
with their hands tied to a pole, and are shot from behind a curtain.
Preparations are underway to introduce lethal injection to replace shooting
by 2003.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible,
in English or your own | anguage:



- expressing grave concern and sadness at the execution on 24 April of
Thawi | Mansorn, Surakit Lincharoenwong, Sung O, Kul chanok | nthesrat and
Net noi Sungdad;

- expressing concern that at |east 20 people sentenced to death face

i mm nent execution, and that others in the final appeals stage nmay al so be
at risk;

- urging the authorities not to carry out these executions and to establish
an i mredi ate noratorium on executions;

- stating that the death penalty is a violation of the right to life;

- recognizing the need to take nmeasures agai nst serious crine, but pointing
out that the death penalty has not been shown to deter crinme nore
effectively than other punishnents;

- expressing concern that these executions go against internationa
standards and reconmendati ons by the United Nations Comr ssion for Human
Rights for a noratorium on executions and the progressive limtation of the
use of the death penalty.

APPEALS TO

Prime M nister Thaksin Shinawatra
O fice of the Prinme Mnister
Gover nment House

Pi t sanul oke Road, Dusit

Bangkok 10300

Thai | and
Tel egrams: Prinme M nister, Bangkok, Thail and
Faxes: + 66 2 280 1443

Salutation: Dear Prime M nister

Purachai Pi enmsonboon
M ni ster of Interior
M nistry of Interior
Thanon At sadang
Bangkok 10200

Thai | and
Tel egrams: Interior Mnister, Bangkok, Thail and
Faxes: + 66 2 223 8851

Sal utation: Dear M nister

Si va Sangnanee

Di rector Genera

Corrections Departnent

Nont haburee Road 1

Nont habur ee

Bangkok 11000

Thai | and

Faxes: + 66 2 967 3335

Sal utati on: Dear Director Genera

COPI ES TO

Chat uron Chai saeng

M ni ster of Justice
M ni stry of Justice
Thanon Rat chadaphi sek
Chat uchak



Bangkok 10900
Thai | and
Fax: + 66 2 541 2314

Saneh Chamari k

Chai rman of the National Human Ri ghts Comm ssion
422 Phyat hai road

Srapat hum Royal Pal ace

Pat hunvan District road

Bangkok 10330

Thai | and

Faxes: + 66 2 219 2964

and to diplomatic representatives of Thailand accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY.



