EXTERNAL Al I ndex: EUR 04/02/96

UA 101/ 96 Fear of Forcible Repatriation /
Fear for Safety / Death Penalty 15 April 1996
RUSSI A/ AZERBAI JAN Rahi m Hasan ogl u QAZI YEV

Ayaz Mutalibov, forner President of Azerbaijan, and Rahi m Hasan oglu
Qaziyev, a former nenber of the Azerbaijani parlianment and former M nister
of Defence, both living in political exile in Mdscow, are facing inmrnent
and forcible repatriation to Azerbaijan after being arrested in Russia at
the request of the Azerbaijani authorities. |If returned to Azerbaijan,
Amesty International fears that Ayaz Miutali bov and Rahi m Qazi yev woul d be
at risk of grave violations of their human rights, specifically torture,
ill-treatnent and possibly the death penalty.

Ayaz Mutalibov has been living in political exile in Russia, albeit wthout
any formal | egal status there, since he was forced to resign as President
of Azerbaijan in May 1992, follow ng popul ar unrest and criticismof his
handling of the conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh. He was detained in Moscow on
14 April 1996, allegedly by Russian | aw enforcenent agents. It is unclear
what he has been charged with, but the current President of Azerbaij an,
Heydar Aliyev, has accused his predecessor of being involved in at |east
two recent coup attenpts against him |f extradited to Azerbaijan, Ayaz
Mut al i bov may be charged with treason which carries a possible death

penal ty.

Rahi m Qaziyev fled to Moscow after escaping fromthe investigation-

i solation prison of the Mnistry of National Security in Baku, Azerbaijan,
in Septenber 1994 and has been in hiding ever since. He was arrested in
Baku in Novenmber 1993 and charged with illegal possession of weapons and
the mlitary crine of neglect of duty in a conbat situation. The latter
charge related to the fall of the towns of Shusha and Lachin in May 1992,
while he was M nister of Defence in the opposition Popular Front governnent
from 1992-1993, followi ng an assault by ethnic Arnenian forces in
connection with the conflict over the disputed region of Karabakh. He was
eventual ly sentenced to death in absentia in May 1995. Unofficial sources
all ege that a nunber of Rahim Qaziyev's relatives were severely beaten by

| aw enforcenent officials after they were detained during a series of raids
in Baku and his honme town of Sheki in August 1995. Four of his relatives
are believed to be still in pre-trial detention and at | east one of themis
reported not to be receiving adequate nedical treatnment. Their treatnent
is the subject of separate action by Ammesty I|nternational

On 14 April 1995 Rahi m Gazi yevv was reportedly detained in the apartnent
where he had been hiding by Russian | aw enforcenent officers. It is not
cl ear where he is being held. Both nen are now facing i mi nent
repatriation.

There is particular concern for the two nen's safety in the |ight of
reports to Amesty International of simlar human rights violations against
al | eged opposition supporters charged with anti-state crines.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON



2

Amesty International continues to receive allegations of ill-treatnent of
det ai nees, particularly political prisoners, by Azerbaijani |aw enforcenment
officials. |In some cases it has been all eged that prisoners have been

beaten in pre-trial detention in order to obtain confessions, and that
fam |y menmbers of suspects in hiding have been beaten in an attenpt to
obtain information on their relatives' whereabouts. |In other cases it has
been alleged that prisoners in ill-health have not recei ved adequate

medi cal treatnent, and that at |east two people have died as a result over
the past year. General conditions for nany in pre-trial detention are
reported to be harsh, with overcrowding so severe in sone prisons that
inmates are forced to take it in turns to sleep while others in the cel

st and.

At least five death sentences have al ready been handed down in 1996 in
cases with a political elenent and a nunber of political opposition and
former government figures are in pre-trial detention facing charges which
carry a possible death sentence.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
Russi an, English or your own | anguage:

- urging the Russian authorities not to extradite Rahim Qaziyev and Ayaz
Mut al i bov to Azerbaijan, on the grounds that the Azerbaijani governnent's

human rights record raises fears that they will suffer serious human rights
violations there, specifically torture, ill-treatnment and/or the death
penal ty;

- noting that agreements between countries of the Commobnweal t h of

I ndependent States permit Russia to refuse extradition if there are fears
that a person whose extradition is requested will face human rights

vi ol ati ons;

- rem nding the Russian authorities of their obligations under
international law, in particular under the Convention against Torture.

APPEALS TO

1) Procurator General of the Russian Federation

Yuriy SKURATOV

Rossi yskaya Federatsiya

103793 g. Mskva K-31

ul. Dimtrovka, d. 15a

Prokuratura Rossi yskoy Feder at si

Gener al nonu prokuroru Skuratovu Yu.

Tel egrams: Rossiya, 103793 Mbskva, General nomu prokuroru Skuratovu
Faxes: +7 095 925 18 79 or +7 095 292 88 48

Sal utation: Dear Procurator General

2) Russian Mnister of Internal Affairs

Col . -Gen. Anatoly KULI KOV

Rossi yskaya Federatsiya

117049 g. Mdskva

ul . Zhitnaya, 16

M ni sterstvo vnutrenni kh de

M ni stru Gen. - pol k. Kul i kovu A.

Tel egrams: Rossiya, 117049 Moskva, M nistru vnutrenni kh del Kulikovu
Faxes: +7 095 230 25 80

Sal utation: Dear Mnister

COPI ES TO



Presi dent of Russia

Boris YELTSIN

Rossi yskaya Federatsiya

g. Mdskva

Krem

Prezi dentu Rossii Yeltsinu B
Faxes: +7 095 206 51 73

Russian M nister of Foreign Affairs,
Yevgeny PRI MAKOV

Rossi yskaya Federatsiya

121200 g. Moskva

Snol enskaya- Sennaya pl., 32/ 34

M ni sterstvo inostrannykh de

M ni stru Primakovu Ye.

Faxes: +7 095 244 1480

Anbassador of the Azerbaijani Republic to the Russian Federation, Ramz
Rl ZAYEV

Rossi yskaya Federatsiya

g. Mdskva

ul . Stanislavskogo, 16

Posol stvo Azer baydzhana

Poslu Ri zayevu R

Faxes: +7 095 202 50 72

and to diplomatic representatives of Russia accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 27 May 1996.



