PUBLI C Al I ndex: EUR 11/01/98

EXTRA 56/ 98 Fear of refoulenent /_Death penalty 14 August 1998

ALBANI A/ EGYPT Ahmed Isma’il ' Ot hman

Ahnmed Isma’il ‘Othman was reportedly arrested on 13 August 1998 in Tirana
by the Al banian authorities and is at risk of being refouled to Egypt,
where he has been sentenced to death in absentia. Ahned Isma’il ‘Othnman is
at immnent risk of execution if he is sent back to Egypt.

Recently, other Egyptians under sentence of death in absentia have been
forcibly returned to Egypt by the Al banian authorities (see EXTRA 53/98,
MDE 12/42/98, 4 August 1998).

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Ahmed Isma’il ‘ Othman was sentenced to death in absentia by the Suprene
Mlitary Court in Cairo in March 1994, in the case known as "the attenpted
assassination of the Prinme Mnister Dr ‘Atef Sidgi". Fifteen people were
tried in this case. Nine of them were sentenced to death (four in absentia,
i ncluding Ahmed Isma’il ‘Othman), three were sentenced to 15 years’

i mpri sonment, one to five years’ inprisonment, and another to three years
(in absentia). One person was acquitted. Charges agai nst themincluded
plotting to kill the Prime Mnister on 25 Novenber 1993, plotting to
overthrow t he governnent, possessing expl osives and weapons, forging
docunents and reviving the banned Islam c group known as G had (Holy
Struggl e).

Under Egyptian |aw a sentence passed by a nmilitary court in absentia is
carried out as soon as the the person is arrested or returned to Egypt.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send faxes/express/airmail letters in Al banian,
Engli sh or your own | anguage:

- asking the Al banian Governnent to clarify the circunstances surrounding
Ahnmed Isma’il ‘Othman’s arrest in Tirana on 13 August 1998;

- urging the Al banian Governnent to clarify whether he is still in
detention, and, if so, on what charges;

- urging that he be charged with a recogni zably crim nal offence or

i medi ately rel eased,;

- calling on the Al banian authorities not to return Ahnmed Isma’il ‘O hman
to Egypt, where he is at risk of iminent execution;

- reminding the authorities of Albania's comiitnent to the Universa

Decl arati on of Human Rights, in particular Article 3: "Everyone has the
right tolife, liberty and security of person."

APPEALS TO. (If voice anwers when sending a fax, please ask to send a fax.)
President of Albania

Rexhep Mej dan

Presidenti i Republikés sé& Shqiperisé

Zyra e Presidencés, Tirana, Republic of Al bania

Tel egrans: President Mejdani, Tirana, Al bania

Fax: +355 42 33761 or +355 42 28420

Tel : +355 42 28420 or +355 42 28313

Sal ut ati on: Dear President

Prime M nister
M Fat os Nano
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Kryetari i
Tel egranms: Prine M nister
Fax: +355 42 27888 or
Tel : +355 42 28210

Sal utation: Dear

M ni st er

Késhillit té M nistrave,
Nano,
+355 43 34818

of Foreign Affairs

Paskal Mo
M ni stri
Bul . Zhan d' Ark, Tirana
Republ i ¢ of Al bania

Punéve té Jashtne

Tirana, Republic of Albania
Ti rana, Al bania

Prime M nister

+ 355 42 62085
+355 42 34600

Fax: + 355 42 62084 or

Tel: + 355 42 28311 or

Emai | : postnmaster @ri njash.tirana. a
Sal utati on: Dear M nister

Mnister of Internal Order

Perikli Teta

Mnistri i Rendit Publik

Mnistria e Rendit Publik,

Tirana

Republ i ¢ of Al bania

Tel egranms: Mnister Interna
Tel: + 355 42 32794
Sal utation: Dear Mnister

M nister of Justice
Thi m o Kond

Mnistri i Drejtésisé
Ti rana

Republ i ¢ of Al bania
Fax: +355 42 25861 or
Tel : +355 42 28428 or
Sal utati on: Dear M nister

and to diplomatic representatives of Al bania accredited to your

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the I nternational
i f sending appeals after

your section office,

"Everyone has the right to life,

Order, Tirana, Albania

+355 42 28359
+355 42 28359

country.

Secretariat, or

11 Septenmber 1998.

liberty

and security of person.”

Article 3, Universal

Visit the Amesty Internationa

Decl aration of Human Ri ghts

UDHR canpai gn website on http://ww. ammesty. excite.com



