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Albania: "A disturbing pattern of disregard for basic human
rights”

Amnesty Internationa has written to the President of Albaniato express concern over reports that
supporters of the Democratic Party wereill-treated during arrest or in detention following last
month's sometimes violent demongtrations.

Among those reported to have been ill-treated was Besnik Papa, arrested on 29 November
and held at apolice station in Tiranawhere, it is dleged, he was S0 severely begaten that he required
hospitd trestment for broken teeth, injuries to his jaw and severe bruisng on his back and legs. The
Democratic Party, the main opposition, has been holding daily demongrationsin Tiranaand
elsawhere snce the beginning of November, daiming that the previous month's municipa eections
were rigged.

The letter noted that the torture and ill-trestment of detainees, including criminal suspects,
by police officersin Albaniawas a persstent problem which had aso existed under the previous
government of the Democratic Party.

The organization requested information as to whether palice officers respongible for besting
and injuring five non-palitical detaineesin Tiranas Prison 302 this month would be brought to
justice, dthough it did note that the five were reported to have recently ended their hunger-strike
protest after meeting a government officid.

Amnesty Internationa acknowledged that police officers in Albania have themselves often
been targeted, sometimes fatdly, by criminds, and that following a bresk-down in law and order in
1997 the task of law enforcement was a particularly difficult one. However, under Albanian law and
internationa human rights treaties ratified by Albania, torture and ill-trestment are prohibited in dl
circumstances.

"It is essentid that those respongible for enforcing Albanian law are not themsdlves above
the law," the organization said." The population must be confident that anybody who violates human
rightsis held to account for what they have done."

Although some police officers have been suspended or dismissed from duty for ill-tregting
detainees, it is gl extremey rare for them to be brought to justice. Amnesty International noted in
the letter that Since the beginning of the year lawyers, loca human rights organizations and the press
had reported serious instances of ill-treatment of detainees by police in the town of Elbasan. Severa
of the victims were reported to have suffered severe, perhaps permanent, injuries. At least five
cases againg Elbasan police officers were reported to be under investigation, and Amnesty
Internationa asked the President that it be kept informed of the progress of these investigations,
some of which alegedly implicate the Elbasan chief of police.



Amnesty Internationa called on Presdent Mg dani to take all measures necessary to
promote respect for the law, and to ensure that dl alegations of torture and ill-trestment are
promptly, impartidly and thoroughly investigated and that any police officers found to haveill-
treated detainees are brought to justice and the victims granted fair and adequate compensation.
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