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ALBANI A Laver GOGA, teacher, aged 48

Laver Goga, fromthe village of Ngjeqar, has been sentenced to death by the
district court of Fier, according to a press report of 27 April 1994. He
was found guilty of the preneditated nurder of his 17-year-old daughter-in-
| aw, whom he stabbed to death on 1 May 1993 at the hone of her parents.
Because of this nurder, Laver Goga's son, the victims husband, reportedly
conmitted suicide.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

In Novenber 1993, the People's Assenbly adopted anmendnents to the Crimna
Code whi ch reduced the nunmber of articles which provide for an optiona
death penalty to six and introduced the punishnment of life inprisonnment.
Wonen and of fenders under 18 nay not be sentenced to death or life

i mpri sonment. The death sentence inposed on Laver Goga is the first of

whi ch Amesty International has learned this year. In Septenber 1993 two
men were reported to have been executed for nurder

By law, the Court of Cassation hears appeal s agai nst death sentences within
10 days of receipt of the case and reviews all death sentences even if no
appeal is made. If the death sentence is confirned by the Court of
Cassation, the defendant may petition for clenency to the President of the
Republ i ¢ of Al bania, who nust in any case exam ne and approve all death
sentences before they are carried out.

In June 1993 President Berisha publicly advocated the abolition of the
death penalty, stating that it was not very noral for the state to kill a
citizen when the possibility of life inprisonnent existed, and that studies
had shown no direct |ink between the death penalty and a reduction in
crinme. However, he said that the issue required discussion

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/ express and airmai
letters either in English, Italian, French or German or in your own

| anguage:

- expressing concern at reports that Laver Goga was sentenced to death on
charges of nmurder by the district court of Fier in April 1994. State that
you recogni ze the gravity of his crine, but that Ammesty Internationa
opposes the death penalty in all cases without reservation, on the grounds
that it is a violation of the right to life and the right not to be

subj ected to cruel, inhuman and degradi ng puni shrment;

- welconing the President's statenent in June 1993 in which he expressed
his view that the death penalty should be abolished and urge himto
exercise his constitutional power to commute Laver Goga's death sentence,
if it is confirned on appeal to the Court of Cassation

APPEALS TO

(President of Al bania)
Dr Sali Berisha

Presi dent i Republikés
se Shqi peri sé

Tirané, Al bania



Faxes: +355 42 32971 or 32979
Tel egrans: President Berisha, Tirana, Al bania
Sal utation: Dear President

COPI ES TO

(M nister of Justice)

M  Kudret Cela
Mnistria e Drejtésisé
Ti rana

The Republic of Al bania

(Mnister of Foreign Affairs)
Dr Alfred Serreqi

M nister i Punéve té Jashtne
Ti rané

FAX : +355 42 32971

The Al bani an Hel sinki Committee

Kom teti Shqiptar i Helsinkit

Qendra Nder konbet are e kul tures, Dhoma no. 35
Bul evardi "Deshnoret e konbit"

Ti rana, Al bani a.

and to diplomatic representatives of Al bania accredited to your country

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 14 June 1994.



