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Further information (1) on UA 50/96 (EUR 11/03/96, 28 February 1996) -
Possi bl e Prisoners of Conscience

ALBANI A Sul ej man Rrahman Mekol lari, Dilaver |brahi m Dauti
Lirim Sevet Veli u,
Gani Korro

and (in a new case): Sam Meta, Kristaq Mdsko, Tinoshenko Peknexi and Tare
I sufi;

and (in a third case): Elvira Shapllo(f), Madimr Qriaqgi, Jani Bardho and
Thoma Ngj el o.

Further arrests of possible prisoners of conscience on
charges of "anti-constitutional activity".

It has been reported that on 1 March 1996 four nen, Sam Meta, Kristaq
Mosko, Tinoshenko Peknezi and Tare Isufi, were arrested in Tirana on
charges under Article 224 of the Crimnal Code, dealing with "Creating
anti-constitutional parties and associations". This is an offence

puni shabl e by one to five years' inprisonnent. The four are accused of
"recreating" the Al banian Conmuni st Party (which has been illegal since
1992). Their arrest followed reports that communist tracts had been
scattered in Tirana. On 4 March at a prelimnary hearing before a court in
Tirana, the accused reportedly clained that they intended to found a new
party, which did not advocate the use of violence, and for which they

pl anned to seek | egal registration. However, the official Al banian
newsagency, ATA, reported that the court concluded, on the basis of "lists,
docunents and various materials" that they had gathered illegal and anti-
constitutional materials to recreate the conmuni st party. The court
therefore ruled that they were dangerous to society, and confirnmed their
detention in prison, with the exception of Tare Isufi, who was placed under
house arrest because of his age (he is 73 years ol d).

Ammesty International has also |earned that Elvira Shapllo, a historian,
Vladimr Qriaqgi, an archeol ogist, Jani Bardho, an artist and Thoma Ngj el o,
a businessman, went on trial in February 1996 in Girokastér on charges of
"distributing anti-constitutional witings", an offence punishable by up to
three years' inprisonnment. They are the authors of a guide book to

G irokastér which apparently contai ned a photograph of Enver Hoxha, the
former comuni st ruler of Albania, a native of the town. On 13 February,
the president of the court sent a request to the Mnistry of Justice to

i nqui re whether any political party or organization which had filed a
request with the Mnistry regarded Enver Hoxha as its synbol. The court is
due to reconvene later in March. It appears that the four defendants are
not currently in detention.

The trial of Sulejman Mekollari and his co-defendants has reportedly not
yet ended.

Al bani an constitutional provisions guarantee freedom of expression:
"Everyone enjoys the right to freely express his opinions by speaking,
writing or any other neans of dissem nation”. They also explicitly state
that: "Political pluralismis one of the fundanmental conditions of
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denocracy in the Al banian state", while stipulating that "political parties
and ot her organi zations are created and exercise their activity in
accordance with the law'. There are no constitutional provisions outlaw ng
the former communi st party.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express or
airmail letters in Italian, English or French or in your own | anguage:

- expressing concern about the reported arrests of Sami Meta and three
other nmen in Tirana on 1 March 1996 on charges of "anti-constitutional"”
activity;

- stating that you are further concerned about the current trials of
Sul ej man Mekol l ari and three co-defendants in Saranda, and of Elvira
Shapl |l o and three co-defendants in Grokaster, all accused of "anti-
constitutional activity";

- stating that Amesty International is well aware of the extrenely severe
human rights violations commtted in Al bania under past comunist rule;

- noting, however, that in 1991 Albania ratified the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, which guarantees freedom of expression and
associ ati on;

- noting that the limted available information suggests that these
persons, whatever their political beliefs, did not advocate viol ence and
urging that, if this is the case, charges against them be dropped and those
in detention rel eased,;

I f possible, also:

- urging changes to Articles 224 and 225 so as to ensure that they apply
only to those activities which clearly involve the use or advocacy of

vi ol ence.

APPEALS TGO

Presi dent of Al bania

Dr Sali Berisha

Presi dent i Republikés

se Shqi peri sé

Ti rana, Al bania

Faxes: +355 42 33761 or +355 42 28 8420

Tel egrans: President Berisha, Tirana, Al bania
Sal ut ati on: Dear President

M nister of Justice

M Hektor Frasheri

Mnistria e Drejtésisé

Ti rana, Al bania

Tel egranms: M Frasheri Mnistria e Drejtésisé, Tirana, Al bania
Faxes: +355 42 28 359

Sal ut ati on: Dear M nister

Procurator GCenera

M Al osh Dragoshi

Prokuror i Pérgjithéshém

Ti rana, Al bania

Tel egrans: Prokuror i Pérgjithéshém
Faxes: +355 42 22950

Sal ut ati on: Dear Procurator General




COPI ES TO

M nister of Foreign Affairs
Dr Alfred Serreqi

M nister i Punéve té Jashtnme
Tirané, Al bania

Faxes: +355 42 32971

The Al bani an Hel sinki Committee

Kom teti Shqiptar i Helsinkit

Qendra Nder konbetare e kultures, Dhoma no. 35
Bul evardi "Deshnoret e konmbit"

Ti rana, Al bani a.

and to diplomatic representatives of Al bania accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office if sending appeals after 22 April 1996.



