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Further information (4) on EXTRA 16/97 (EUR 11/02/97, 6 February 1997) and
foll owups EUR 11/03/97, 11 February, EUR 11/04/97, 14 February and EUR
11/ 05/ 97, 28 February - Fear of ill-treatnment/prisoners of consciencel/fear
of extrajudicial execution

ALBANI A Al fred Peza
Shpeti m Nazar ko

Zamir Dule (journalist) - released
Anesti Nikolla (driver) - rel eased

Ammesty International is gravely concerned about further reports of the
arrest and ill-treatnent of journalists in Al bania and fears that with the
declaration of a state of enmergency in the country on 2 March and the

i ntroduction of press censorship the persecution of the donmestic nedia may
wor sen.

On the night of 2-3 March, the offices of Albania's main opposition
newspaper Koha Jone were set on fire, allegedly by state security police,
and a café in central Tirana where journalists and nenbers of the
opposition regularly nmeet was sinmlarly attacked. Many journalists are said
to have gone into hiding or to have left the country. On 3 March Zamr
Dul e, a journalist for Koha Jone, together with his driver, Anesti Nikolla,
were reportedly abducted by armed nen. They have since been rel eased, but
were allegedly beaten by their captors. This incident recalls previous
incidents in recent nmonths in which journalists or opposition figures have
been detained and ill-treated by men in plain clothes. In sonme cases they
have been detained in police stations, strengthening the claimthat those
responsi ble for these incidents are state security officers or are |inked
to the state security service or to the police. On 3 March parlianent
passed a |aw nerging the Mnistry of the Interior and the state security
police, under General Bashkim Gazi dede, head of the state security police.

Al fred Peza, another Koha Jone journalist, who was travelling with a driver
and an Italian journalist, was reportedly stopped in the town of Fier on 3
or 4 March and ordered to go into the police station. His present

ci rcunstances are unknown to Ammesty International

On the night of 4 March the hone of Shpetim Nazarko, owner of the

i ndependent newspaper Dita |Informacion, was attacked by a nunber of arned
men who fired 400 rounds of ammunition at the house. No-one was injured in
t he incident.

The organi zation is al so deeply disturbed by enmergency provisions which
aut horize security forces to open fire to disperse crowmds and to shoot,
wi t hout warni ng, people who have failed to surrender arns.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Armed insurgents continue to retain control over several towns in the south
of the country. Ammesty International acknowl edges that it is the duty of
the authorities to restore order, but has warned that even in states of
energency the right to life is absolute. It has called on the authorities
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to ensure that security forces are instructed to observe internationa
standards for | aw enforcenment and has urged the governnent to seek a way
out of the conflict through peaceful negotiation. It is disturbed by
reports that two pilots who on 3 March sought political asylumin Italy
clainmed that they had | eft Al bania rather than obey orders to fire on a
colum of civilian vehicles near Girokastér, in the south of the country.
A Defence Mnistry spokesnan has denied this and stated that the pilots
were on a reconnai ssance flight. The Defence Mnistry statenent also said
that operations |aunched on 3 March by security forces had not involved any
firefights with arned i nsurgents. However, a | eader of the Greek mnority
in the south reportedly has clained that on 4 March security forces carried
out an attack at the town of Delvine, |eaving "dozens of dead". This claim
has not yet, to Ammesty International's know edge, been confirmed by other
sources and has been al so been denied by the Defence Mnistry. Earlier, the
state news agency ATA reported that on 3 March police had shot and wounded
three nen in a van on the road between Fier and Vlora after they had failed
to respond to a warning to stop. The van was reportedly found to contain

t hree hand grenades.

Pl ease see al so Amnmesty International News Service 35/97 (EUR 11/06/97, 3
Mar ch) .

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express/
airmail letters in Italian, English, French or German or in your own

| anguage, including some or all of the follow ng:

- expressing grave concern at reports that Zamr Dule, a journalist, and
Anesti Nikolla, his driver, were detained on 3 March and ill-treated by nen
in plain clothes, before being rel eased,;

- noting that Amesty International has received other simliar reports in
recent weeks and that it is alleged that state security officers or persons
linked to them were responsible for these incidents; noting also the recent
attacks on the offices of Koha Jone and a café frequented by journalists;

- urging the authorities to pronptly investigate these incidents and to
bri ng anyone responsible to justice;

- further urging the authorities to ensure that journalists are able to
carry out their duties without fear of attack or intimdation from any
quarter;

- seeking clarification of the present circunstances of the journali st

Al fred Peza, reportedly detained in Fier on 3 or 4 March

- acknow edging the duty of the authorities to ensure law and order in the
country, but expressing deep concern over energency provisions authorizing
security forces to shoot dead, w thout warning, those who have failed to
surrender arns, and to disperse crowds and denpnstrators throw ng stones by
opening fire;

- recalling that Albania is a signatory to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, which states that even at tinmes of enmergency
certain human rights, such as the rights to life and freedomfromtorture,
are absol ute.

APPEALS TO

President of Albania

Dr Sali Berisha

Presidenti i Republikés sé& Shqiperisé
Zyra e Presidencés, Tirana

Republ i ¢ of Al bania




Fax: +355 42 33761 or 355 42 28 420 (Fax/Tel)
Tel egrams: President, Tirana, Al bania
Sal utation: Dear President

COPI ES TO

The Al banian Helsinki Committee
Kom teti Shqiptar i Helsinkit

Rr Ali Dem, Pall 2, Shk 2, ap 12,
Tirana, Republic of Al bania

and to diplomatic representatives of Al bania accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 2 April 1997.



