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This is alimted action: please send up to 5 appeal s per section

UA 444/ 94 DEATH PENALTY 15 Decenber 1994

ALBANI A R.  Domi

On 2 Novenber 1994 the district court of Durrés sentenced 40-year-old R
Dom to death. Two nonths previously he killed A. Cuka, a man fromhis
village, with a scythe. It appears that A Cuka had beaten R Domi's son
At the trial, R Dom reportedly argued that he had acted in self-defence.

According to a report in the daily newspaper Koha Jone (Qur Tine) of 3
Novenber 1994, the sentence was unexpected as the prosecutor had called for
a 25-year prison sentence and the defence had asked for a | ower sentence in
vi ew of various extenuating circunstances (not specified).

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON
In June 1993 President Berisha publicly advocated the abolition of the

death penalty, stating that it was immoral for the state to kill a citizen
when the possibility of a life inprisonnment existed, and that studies had
shown no direct |ink between the death penalty and a reduction in crine.

In Novenber 1993 the People's Assenbly adopted anendnents to the Crinina
Code whi ch reduced the nunber of articles providing for an optional death
penalty to six and introduced the punishnent of life inprisonnent. Wnen
and of fenders under 18 nmay not be sentenced to death or life inprisonnment.
However, a draft Crimnal Code, currently under review, proposes a great
i ncrease in the nunber of offences punishable by an optional death penalty

Towards the end of Novenmber 1994 the Al bani an Hel sinki Committee, a |oca
human ri ghts organi zation, urged President Berisha to grant a pardon to al
those sentenced to death, that is, to comute their sentences to prison
sentences. However, an ammesty pardon granted at the end of Novenber to
certain categories of prisoners excluded those convicted of nurder.

At least three other death sentences have been passed so far this year, in
all cases for nmurder. In October one of those convicted, Jeto Miho, was
execut ed.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/ express and airnai
letters either in English, Italian or French, or in your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that R Doni was sentenced to death on charges of
nmurder by the District court of Durrés in Novenber 1994; state that you
recogni se the gravity of his crinme but that Amesty International opposes
the death penalty in all cases without reservation, on the grounds that it
is aviolation of the right to life and the right not to be subjected to
cruel, inhuman and degradi ng puni shrment;

- welconing the President's statenent in June 1993 in which he expressed
his view that the death penalty should be abolished and urge himto
exercise his constitutional power to comute R Dom's death sentence, if
it is confirmed on appeal to the Court of Cassation

APPEALS TO



Presi dent of Al bania

Dr Sali Berisha

Presi dent i Republikés

se Shqi peri sé

Tirané

Al bani a

Faxes: +355 42 32971 or 32979

Tel egrans: President Berisha, Tirana, Al bania
Sal ut ati on: Dear President

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

M nister of Justice

M  Hektor Frasheri
Mnistria e Drejtésisé
Ti rana

The Republic of Al bania

M nister of Foreign Affairs
Dr Alfred Serreqi

M nister i Punéve té Jashtnme
Tirané

Faxes : +355 42 32971

The Al banian Helsinki Comrittee

Kom teti Shqiptar i Helsinkit

Qendra Nder konbetare e kul tures, Dhoma no. 35
Bul evardi "Deshnoret e konbit"

Ti rana, Al bania

and to diplomatic representatives of Al bania accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 26 January 1995.



