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29 May 1996

Further information on EXTRA 74/96 (EUR 11/12/96, 21 May 1996) - Arbitrary
Detention / IIl-treatnent

ALBANI A Bl endi Gonxhe, Arben Imani, G anpz Pashko, Sérvet
P&l l unmbi, Nami k Dokle, Arta Deda (f), Musa U qgini, Al
Lel aj, Luan Haj daraga, GaEo Apostolli, Paskal Mlo, Mqo

Lakrori, Sphresa Sula (f), Neritan Ceka, Skénder G inush
and ot her |eaders, activists and supporters of opposition
parties, and journalists

The el ections for the Al banian parlianent were held on 26 May 1996. Many of
the opposition parties announced that they were pulling out of the election
some three hours before the close of the poll. They alleged that voters
had been intim dated, that opposition supporters had been beaten in severa
cases and that other irregularities had occurred in the polling. Al though
official results of the poll have not yet been issued, the Denpcratic Party
(DP) has clainmed that it has won an overwhel ming victory. DP | eaders have
al l eged that their supporters had been threatened in sone cases. A reported
statement of the prelimnary findings of election nonitors of the

Organi zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) confirmed that
there had been irregularities in the ballot and intimdation of voters.

The | eadi ng opposition parties, including the Socialist Party (SP), the
Denocratic Alliance (DA) and the Social -Denocratic Party (SDP), announced
on 27 May that they would not recognize the results of the elections and
that their candi dates, where successful, would not be taking up their seats
in the parlianent. They al so announced that they would not be taking part
in second-round voting scheduled for 2 June, and called for their
supporters to assenble at the nmmin square, Skanderbeg square, in the centre
of the capital, Tirana, on 28 May at 12 noon.

The police refused perm ssion for the denonstration. At around 12 noon a
processi on of around 200 people, including | eaders of the SP, DA and SDP
set off fromthe SP headquarters, reportedly to seek a neeting with the
OSCE el ection nmonitors at their hotel. The wal k woul d have taken them
across Skanderbeg square. Soon after they set off, police reportedly set
about dispersing the procession and beat and detai ned many of the nenbers
of the group. Dozens of people in the group and sonme bystanders were beaten
by police and a nunber were taken of by police into detention. Amobng those
who were beaten were Neritan Ceka, Blendi Gonxhe, Arben Imam and G anpz
Pashko (all of the DA), Sérvet Péllunbi, Nam k Dokle, Arta Deda (f), Misa
Ugqgini, Ali Lelaj and Luan Hajdaraga (all of the SP) and Skénder G i nushi
GaEo Apostolli and Paskal Mlo (all of the SDP) and Shpresa Sul a
(affiliation unknown). Sonme of these and others who were briefly detained
were held at police station nunber 2.

Arben Imam , one of the |eaders of the DA who was in the group, stated that
he was beaten severely after being pushed into a car (which bore no licence
pl ates) and kept out of sight of the crowd. He was beaten about the back in
the car before being taken to the headquarters of the National Intelligence
Service (SH K) where he was badly beaten about the head and body by three
of ficers before being transferred to police station nunber 2. One or two
ot her people, including a journalist, were reported to have been taken to
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the SHI K buil ding, although it is not known whether they have been
rel eased.

Separate fromthe main group and near the SP headquarters a wi tness saw,
Maqo Lakrori, an SP Menber of Parlianent, being beaten about the back and
chest with five or six truncheon blows and kicks to the |egs.

On or around Skanderbeg square, a |arge nunber of people had assenbl ed.
They were shouting sl ogans agai nst the President and the DP, but there are
no reports that they behaved violently. Around noon riot police and regul ar
police also started to di sperse those people who had cone to the area. Tear
gas was al so reportedly used by the police. There were reportedly nunerous
beati ngs by police on or around the square.

As wel|l as opposition supporters, by-standers were also targeted either
near the SP headquarters or on the square. These included an Al bani an
phot ogr apher working for the Associ ated Press agency, who was briefly
det ai ned, and a Yugoslav journalist, both of whom were beaten

The at nobsphere apparently remains very tense in Tirana and other towns and

it is possible that there will be further confrontations between police and
opposition supporters. There are reports that one or nore of the opposition
| eaders will be prosecuted for organizing an illegal neeting.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express/
airmail letters in Italian, English, French or in your own | anguage:

- expressing concern about reports of the beating and detention of
opposition | eaders, supporters and journalists around Skanderbeg square and
the Socialist Party headquarters in Tirana on 28 May 1996;

- noting that the reports follow what appears to have been a clear pattern
of harassnent of the opposition during the election period;

- pointing out that such incidents violate provisions of the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which guarantee freedom of
expressi on and associ ation and bans arbitrary detention and torture or

ot her cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnment;

- urging that police officers and all |aw enforcenent officials be required
to respect Albania's international human rights comritnents and that those
who fail to do so be duly disciplined or brought to justice.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent of Al bania

Dr Sali Berisha

Presi dent i Republikés

se Shqi peri sé

Ti rana, Al bania

Faxes: +355 42 33761

Tel egrans: President Berisha, Tirana, Al bania
Sal ut ati on: Dear President

M nister of Public Order

M Agron Misar aj

M nister i Rendit Publik

Ti rana, Al bania

Tel egrams: Mnister i Rendit Publik, Tirana, Al bania
Sal utati on: Dear M nister




COPI ES TO

M nister of Foreign Affairs
Dr Alfred Serreqi

M nister i Punéve té Jashtnme
Ti rana, Al bania

The Al banian Helsinki Comrittee

Kom teti Shqiptar i Helsinkit

Qendra Nder konbetare e kul tures, Dhoma no. 35
Bul evardi "Deshnoret e konmbit"

Ti rana, Al bania

and to diplomatic representatives of Al bania accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 30 June 1996.



