EXTERNAL Al I ndex: EUR 11/24/96

EXTRA 161/ 96 Legal Concern / Fear of ill-treatnent 23 October 1996

ALBANI A Kl ement KOLANECI, son-in-law of the | ate Conmmuni st
| eader, Enver Hoxha

Kl ement Kol aneci, whose arrest was announced by the Mnister of Public
Order on 16 Cctober 1996, is reportedly being denied access to his |awers,
in violation of his rights under Al banian |aw and international standards.
Access to a lawer is an inportant safeguard against the possibility of
ill-treatment or torture in detention.

The M nister of the Public Order also announced that Klenent Kol aneci's
arrest followed the discovery of noney at his honme which was believed to
have been stolen by a "terrorist organization of a political character".

Kl ement Kol aneci has been detained with sone 24 other people in connection
with a series of political shootings and bonbi ngs whi ch have taken place in
recent nonths. These arrests followed news reports of the shooting dead of
the Director of Prisons in July and the explosion of a car bonb in Tirana
in February in which four people were killed and 27 injured. The other

pri soners detained in connection with the case are held in Tirana, but

Kl ement Kol aneci has been noved to a prison in the town of Durres.

Kl ement Kol aneci's | awers were allowed to visit himbriefly on the day he
was formally charged (believed to be 16 COctober), but have been denied
access since. On 22 October, after appeals fromhis [awers, a permt was
i ssued by the police in Tirana to allow the lawers to visit himin
detention in Durres. However, on their arrival in Durres the | awers were
not allowed to see him There are also unconfirmed reports that some of
the other 24 detai nees have al so been denied access to | awyers.

Chapter VII, Articles 5 and 8 of the Al banian constitution guarantee that
an individual should have the right to comrunicate freely and privately
with a lawer during detention and in the course of crimnal procedures.
The right of access to a defence | awer is guaranteed under internationa
standards such as the United Nations Body of Principles for the Protection
of All Person under Any Form of Detention or I|nprisonnent.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnai
letters in English, Italian, French, German or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern at reports that Kl ement Kol aneci is being denied
access to his defence | awers, in violation of Al banian |aw and

i nternational standards;

- urging that Kl ement Kol aneci and others detained in connection with the
crimes with which he has been charged be granted access to | ega
representatives while in detention;

- seeking assurances that Klenent Kol aneci and the others will be treated
humanely in detention;

- recognizing the gravity of the crines alleged to have been commtted by
the group with which he is alleged to have been invol ved, but pointing out
that all detainees are entitled to benefit fromthe protection of the

rel evant international standards.

APPEALS TO

M nister of Public Oder
M Halit Shamata




2

Mnister i Rendit Publik, Tirana, Republic of Albania

Tel egrams: M Shamata, Mnistria e Rendit Publik, Tirana, Al bania
Faxes: +355 42 63607

Sal utation: Dear M nister

M nister of Justice

M Kristofor Peci

Mnistér i Drejtésisé, Tirana, Republic of Al bania

Tel / Fax: +355 42 28359 (if voice, ask for fax)

Tel egrams: M Peci, Mnistria e Drejtésisé, Tirana, Al bania
Sal utation: Dear M nister

COPI ES TO

M nister of Foreign Affairs
M Tritan Shehu
M nister i Punéve té Jashtne, Tirana, Republic of Al bania

The Al banian Helsinki Conmittee

Kom teti Shqiptar i Helsinkit

Qendra Ndérkonbétare e kulturés, Dhoma no. 35
Bul evardi "Déshnoret e konbit"

Tirana, Republic of Al bania

and to diplomatic representatives of Al bania accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 23 Novenber 1996.



