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ALBANI A Idajet BEQRI - opposition | eader

On 5 Novenber 1996 the Al banian Court of Appeal will hear Idajet Bequiri's
appeal against his 15-year prison sentence for "crines against humanity".
Amesty International believes that the charges agai nst himwere not
substanti ated by the evidence produced in court, and were politically

noti vated. The organization considers himto be a prisoner of conscience
and calls for his i mediate and unconditional release.

On 28 Septenber 1996 ldajet Beqiri was sentenced to 15 years' inprisonnent
on charges of "crines against humanity" under Article 74 of the Crimna
Code by the district court of Tirana. He is appealing against his
conviction, arguing that he is innocent of these charges; he has also cited
nunmer ous vi ol ati ons of procedure in his case.

Idajet Bequiri is the | eader of the opposition Party of National Unity and
a fornmer president of Kruja district court (from 1981 to February 1986). In
1993 he was jailed for six months for "slandering" the President of

Al bania, Dr Sali Berisha, in a newspaper article. At the tinme he was
adopted by Amesty International as a prisoner of conscience.

Idajet Beqiri was arrested in January 1996 and his trial opened on 29 July
1996. He was convicted together with eight other defendants; the latter
unlike him had been senior comruni st party officials, five of whom were
tried and convicted in absentia. The charges agai nst the defendants
related to proposals and deci sions for the admi nistrative internnment of
relatives of dissidents. During communist rule, this was a neasure under
whi ch thousands of people were confined to distant villages because a
relative had conmitted a political offence or had fled the country. Since
the beginning of this year sone 30 to 40 former comruni st officials have
been charged or convicted in connection with these adm nistrative
internments. Administrative internment could al so be used to punish anti -
soci al behaviour, involving ordinary crimes. Article 74 however, punishes
only those who interned people for "political, ideological, racial, ethnic
or religious" reasons.

The specific charges against Idajet Beqgiri relate to the internnment of four
menbers of the Duka family, and are based on a docunent (a "proposal")
dated 23 Novenber 1985, allegedly signed by ldajet Beqiri as a nmenber of a
| ocal "internnment comm ssion" proposing their internment in Gallate

vi |l | age.

At the trial lIdajet Beqgiri denied the charges agai nst himand cl ai med that
the proposal was a forgery. A photocopy of this docunment was presented in
court, but not the original, despite the defence | awers' repeated requests
for it to be shown. A court-appointed expert confirnmed that the signature
on the (photocopi ed) proposal was ldajet Beqiri's but did not coment on
the fact that the docunent was typed in two different typefaces.

Idajet Beqiri also stated that he had an alibi proving that he was not in
Kruja on 23 Novenber 1985 and proposed wi tnesses in support of this alibi.
The court did not call these witnesses.
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The defence argued that the Duka fami|ly were not interned as the result of
a proposal made in 1985 but followi ng a proposal nade in April 1986 - for
which Idajet Beqiri could have no responsibility since at that tinme he was
himsel f in prison. The defence al so declared that the Duka famly's
internment was not politically notivated: political notivation is an
essential element for conviction under Article 74. |In support of these
argunents, the defence | awers presented a witten decision of the centra
I nternnent Commi ssion (the institution which ruled on proposals), dated 23
April 1986, ordering the Duka family's internment in Bruz Mal village for
three years; the reasons given in this decision relate to ordinary crimna
of fences conmitted by the four nmenbers of the family, mainly theft. Two
menbers of the Duka family testified that they were interned in Bruz Ma
village in May 1986 two weeks after their internnent was proposed, while
claimng that Idajet Beqgiri was responsible for their internnent. The

def ence produced evi dence showing that at that tine ldajet Beqiri was in
prison for an unrelated offence. In February 1986 he had been di sm ssed
fromhis post of president of Kruja district court after which he was
arrested. A former chief investigator in Kruja reportedly told the court
that in 1986 he had been asked to give an opinion on the proposed
internment of the Duka famly; he confirned that at the tinme |dajet Beqir
was already in prison.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Anot her opposition party |eader, Fatos Nano, is currently inprisoned in

Al bania. Fatos Nano, |eader of the main opposition party, the Socialist
Party, has been adopted as a prisoner of conscience by Amesty
International. He was arrested in July 1993 and | ater convicted of

enbezzl emrent and forgery. Ammesty International believes that these charges
were also politically notivated and were not supported by evi dence produced
in court. In Septenber 1996 Amnesty International issued a report entitled
Al bani a: Detention and Ill-treatnment of Governnent Opponents - the

El ections of May 1996 (Al Index: EUR 11/17/96).

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send faxes, telexes or telegrans in Italian,
English, French or German or your own | anguage, including as many of the
foll owi ng points as possible:

- expressing concern that Idajet Beqiri, |eader of the National Unity
Party, was on 28 Septenber 1996 sentenced to 15 years' inprisonnent on
charges of "crinmes against humanity";

- noting that Amesty International has carefully studied this case and
concl udes that the evidence produced in court did not substantiate the
charges against him which appear to be politically notivated;

- stating that Amesty International consequently believes himto be a
pri soner of conscience, inprisoned as a result of his non-violent beliefs
and calls for his i mediate and unconditional release;

- adding that Amesty International does not contest the right of the
authorities to bring to justice persons who in the past comrtted grave
crimes under international |law, but that such trials should be conducted in
accordance with international standards for fair trial

Please |limt appeals to 15 per section.

APPEALS TO



Presi dent of Al bania

Dr Sali Berisha

Faxes: +355 42 33761

Tel egrams: Presidenti i Republikes se Shqiperi se,
Sal ut ati on: Dear President

M nister of Justice

M Kristofor Peci
Tel / Fax: +355 42 28359
Tel egranms: M ni ster

Tel ex: 4201
Sal ut ati on:

Drejtesise, Tirana, Al bania

Dear M ni ster

COPI ES | F PCSSI BLE TGO

Mnister of Foreign Affairs

M Tritan Shehu

M nister i Punéve té Jashtne, Tirana, Republic of
Fax: +355 42 62084

The Al banian Helsinki Committee

Kom teti Shqiptar i Helsinkit

Rr. Ali Dem, Pall.2, Shk.2, ap.12,

Tirana, Republic of Al bania

and to diplomatic representatives of Al bania accredited to your

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY.

Tirana, Al bania

Al bani a

country.



