EXTERNAL Al I ndex: EUR 11/28/96
This is alimted action. Please restrict appeals to 15 per Section
6 November 1996

Further information on EXTRA 169/96 (EUR 11/26/96, 1 Novenber 1996) - Lega
concern / Prisoner of conscience

ALBANI A Idaj et BEQ R, opposition |eader

On 5 Novenber 1996 the Al banian Court of Appeal upheld the prison sentence
of 15 years inposed on ldajet Beqiri by the district court of Tirana on 28
Sept enber 1996 for "crinmes against humanity". Amesty |Internationa
bel i eves that the charges agai nst himwere not substantiated by the

evi dence produced in court, and were politically notivated (see origina
EXTRA for details). The organi zation considers himto be a prisoner of
consci ence. The court al so upheld the sentences inposed on ei ght co-

def endant s.

The president of the Court of Appeal was quoted by the |local press as
saying that the Court's ruling in this case could be the reason for an
expl osion which early on 6 Novenber reportedly wecked his apartnment,
injuring four people.

Idajet Beqiri is the |eader of the opposition Party of National Unity and a
former president of Kruja district court (from 1981 to February 1986).

One further round of appeals fromthe UA Network is requested in order to
mai ntain pressure on the authorities, while the case is being transferred
to another Al Network. Please send faxes, telexes or telegrans, to the

authorities listed in the original action, in Italian, English, French or
German or your own | anguage, including as many of the follow ng points as

possi bl e:
- expressing deep concern that the Court of Appeal on 5 Novenber confirnmed
the 15-year prison sentence inposed on Idajet Beqiri, |eader of the

National Unity Party;

- reiterating that Amesty International has carefully studied this case
and concl udes that the evidence produced in court did not substantiate the
charges agai nst him of having conmitted "crimes agai nst humanity", and that
these charges appear to be politically notivated;

- stating that Amesty International consequently believes himto be a

pri soner of conscience, inprisoned as a result of his non-violent beliefs
and calls for his i mediate and unconditional rel ease;

- adding that Amesty International does not contest the right of the
authorities to bring to justice persons who in the past comrtted grave
crimes under international |law, but that such trials should be conducted in
accordance with international standards for fair trial

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your Section office, if sending appeals after 7 Decenber 1996.



