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CYPRUS Theocharis Theokli THEOCHARI DI S (aged 53)

Ammesty International has been informed that 53-year-old Jehovah's Wtness
Theocharis Theokli Theocharidis will be called before the Court on 22 Apri
1994 for refusing to performreservist mlitary exercises due to begin on
28 April 1994 and faces a possible termof inprisonnent of between one to
five nonths. He is married and a father of two.

His religion does not pernmit himto serve in the armed forces in any
capacity. As a Jehovah's Wtness, he is opposed to perfornm ng any form of
mlitary service. Amesty International believes that his inprisonnment
woul d be nmerely for exercising of his right to freedom of thought,

consci ence and religion.

He served a two-nonth prison sentence in June 1991, paid a fine of $100
dollars in Novenber 1991, and was given a three-nonth suspended sentence on
8 January 1992 for failing to performreservi st exercises on previous
occasions. He has extrenely poor eye-sight and suffers from enlargenent of
the heart and high bl ood pressure. Hi s applications for exenption from
mlitary obligations on health grounds have not been accepted so far. |If he
is inprisoned again Ammesty International will consider him a prisoner of
consci ence.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

In Cyprus all nmen between the ages of 18 and 50 are liable for mlitary
service and nen under the age of 50 without dependants are required to
participate as reservists in mlitary exercises. However, there are al so
mlitary exercises for reservists discharged fromthe normal nmilitary
duties and for which nmen can be called up to the age of 55. The ai m of
these exercises (ethnofilaki - National CGuard) is to keep the reservists up
to date with mlitary devel opnent and new ar manents.

In January 1992 the Cypriot House of Representatives headed by forner

Presi dent George Vassiliou passed | egislation recognizing for the first
time in Cyprus the right to have conscientious objections to mlitary
service. The legislation nmade provision for alternative service which was,
however, out of line with international standards in a nunber of crucia
respects: it is punitive in length, and the right to transfer to the
alternative service is suspended during periods of energency or
nmobi | i zati on. The new | egi sl ati on provides for 34 nonths unarned service,
inuniformand in mlitary canps, or 42 nonths of civilian service. In both
above cases the length of the unarned service (42 or 34 nonths as agai nst
the 26 months of ordinary mlitary service) remains punitive. The right to
transfer to alternative service fromnilitary service is suspended during
peri ods of enmergency or general nobilization. Mreover, since it is
necessary for those called up for nmlitary service to enlist before they
may apply to performalternative service, the new | egislation would be
unacceptabl e to nost conscientious objectors and as far as Amesty

I nternational knows, no one in Cyprus has yet applied for recognition as a
consci enti ous objector under the new provisions. By md-1992 convictions
had resumed at their previous rate with conscientious objectors being



sentenced to longer ternms of inprisonnent than ever.

Cyprus is a nenber of the Council of Europe and the United Nations and a
participating state in the Conference on Security and Co-operation in
Europe (CSCE). These bodi es have adopted the followi ng resolutions and
recommendations, all of which urge nenber states to recognize the right to
consci enti ous objection and adjust their national |egislation to nmake
provision for alternative civilian service:

The United Nations Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts: Resol ution 1989/59, which
was reaffirmed in 1991 (1991/65), recognizes "the right of everyone to have
conscientious objections to nilitary service as a legitimte exercise of
the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion as laid down in
article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as well as article
18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights" and
recommends that Menber States provide alternative service "in principle of
a non-conbatant or civilian character, in the public interest and not of a
punitive nature".

Council of Europe: Reconmendation No. R (87) 8 of the Conmmittee of

M nisters to Menber States Regardi ng Conscientious Objection to Compul sory
Mlitary Service, recomends that governnents of nenber states nake
provision in their legislation for conscientious objectors to have the
right to performalternative service which is not of a punitive nature.
However, the Cypriot Governnment has reserved the right not to conply with
the recomendation in paragraph 9 that alternative service "shall be in
principle civilian and in the public interest".

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express and
airmail letters either in Geek, English or French or in your own | anguage:

- stressing that in view of Theocharis Theokli Theocharidis's poor health
he shoul d be exenpted fromany mlitary exercise.

- pointing out that if he is inprisoned Amesty |International would
consider himto be a prisoner of conscience.

- calling for the introduction of a wholly civilian service of non-
punitive length in line with the Resolution 1989/59 of the United Nations
Commi ssi on on Human Rights and with the Recommendati on No. R(87) 8 of the
Counci | of Europe.

APPEALS TO

1) M dafcos Klerides,

Presi dent of the Republic of Cyprus,
Presi dential Pal ace, Ni cosia, Cyprus.
Faxes: 2-445016

Sal ut ati on: Dear President

2) Dr Konstandinos Iliadhis,

M ni ster of Defence, Mnstry of Defence,
Emmanoui | Roidi 4, Nicosia, Cyprus.

Tel ex: 6006 MOD CY

Sal utation: Dear M nister

3) M Al exandros Evangel ou

M ni ster of Justi ce,

M ni stry of Justice,

1 Di ogenes St, Engonti, Cyprus.



Faxes: 2-461427
Tel exes: 6116 M NJUST CY
Sal utation: Dear M nister

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TGO diplomatic representative of Cyprus accredited
to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 15 April 1994,



