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CYPRUS Geor gi os Louka KARAMANCS, aged 29
Al vertos Louka KARAMANOS, aged 31
Georgi os Costa ANTONI QU, aged 20
Andr eas | onat han CHARALAMBOUS, aged 20
Andr eas Panayi oti GEORG OU, aged 18
Panayiotis Dimtris TALIA aged 21
Savva Costa PERI KLI, aged 22
Di nost henos Dimitraki LO zZOU, aged 23
Theodor os Ant oni CHARALAMBOUS, aged 53
and 10 ot her conscientious objectors (nanmes unknown)

At least 19 conscientious objectors to mlitary service are reported to be
facing trial in Septenber and October 1994. All are Jehovah's Wtnesses
and as such are opposed to performng any formof mlitary service as their
religion does not pernit themto serve in the arnmed forces in any capacity.
They face up to one year's inprisonnent as prisoners of conscience, in
violation of their right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion.

Georgi os Louka Karamanos will be called before the Mlitary Court on 6

Sept enber, and his brother, Alvertos Louka Karamanos, father of two young
children, will be called before the Mlitary Court on 11 October. Georgios
Louka Karamenos served a 10-nobnth prison sentence in 1983 and a further 18-
nmonth prison sentence in 1985 for failing to enlist in the arny. Alvertos
Louka Karamanos served a 15-nopbnth sentence in 1983 for the sanme offence.

On 5 Septenmber Georgi os Costa Antoniou, Andreas Panayioti GCeorgiou, Andreas
| onat han Char al anbous and Panayiotis Dinmitris Talia will be tried for
refusing to enlist in the arny.

On 26 Septenber, Savva Costa Perikli, will be tried for refusing to enlist
in the arny. He served a four-nonth prison sentence in 1990 and a si x-nonth
sentence in 1993 for the sane offence.

On 30 Septenber, Dinpbsthenos Dimitraki Loizou will be tried for refusing to
enlist in the arny. He served a six-nmonth sentence for the same offence in
1991. Theodoros Antoni Charal anbous, a reservist, will also be tried on 30

Sept enber on charges of refusing to keep at his honme a gun provi ded by the
arny.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

In Cyprus all nmen between the ages of 18 and 50 are liable for mlitary
service and nen under the age of 50 without dependants are required to
participate as reservists in mlitary exercises. However, there are al so
mlitary exercises for reservists discharged fromthe normal nmilitary
duties and for which nmen can be called up until the age of 55. The ai m of
these exercises (ethnofilaki - National CGuard) is to keep the reservists up
to date with mlitary devel opnent and new ar manents.

In January 1992 the Cypriot House of Representatives headed by forner

Presi dent George Vassiliou passed | egislation recognizing for the first
time in Cyprus the right of the individual to have conscientious objections
to mlitary service. The legislation provided for alternative service, but
this is out of line with international standards: firstly, it is punitive



in length (the new | egislation provides for 34 nonths unarmed service, in
uniformand in nmlitary canps, or 42 nonths of civilian service (ordinary
mlitary service is 26 nonths), and secondly, the right to transfer to
alternative service is suspended during periods of energency or
nmobi | i zation. Mreover, since those called up for mlitary service nust
enlist before they may apply for alternative service, the new | egislation
woul d be unacceptabl e to npst conscienti ous objectors and as far as Annmesty
International is aware, no one in Cyprus has yet applied for recognition as
a conscientious objector under the new provisions. By md-1992 convictions
had resunmed at their previous rate with conscientious objectors being
sentenced to even longer terns of inprisonment than before.

Cyprus is a nmenmber of the Council of Europe and the United Nations and a
participating state in the Conference on Security and Co-operation in
Eur ope (CSCE), which have adopted the follow ng resol utions and
recommendati ons urgi ng nenber states to recognize the right to
conscientious objection and to adjust their national |egislation to nmake
provision for alternative civilian service:

The United Nations Conmmi ssion on Human Ri ghts: Resol ution 1989/59, which
was reaffirmed in 1991 (1991/65), recognizes "the right of everyone to have
conscientious objections to mlitary service as a legitinmte exercise of
the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion as laid down in
article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as well as article
18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights" and
recomends that Menber States provide alternative service "in principle of
a non-conbatant or civilian character, in the public interest and not of a
punitive nature".

Council of Europe: Reconmendation No. R (87) 8 of the Conmmittee of

M nisters to Menber States Regardi ng Conscientious Objection to Conpul sory
Mlitary Service, recomends that governnents of nenber states nake
provision in their legislation for conscientious objectors to have the
right to performalternative service which is not of a punitive nature.
However, the Cypriot Governnment has reserved the right not to conply with
the recomendation in paragraph 9 that alternative service "shall be in
principle civilian and in the public interest".

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express and

airmail letters either in Geek, English or French or in your own | anguage:
- expressing concern that 19 conscientious objectors (nam ng sone) are
facing trial and possible inprisonnent solely for exercising their right to
freedom of thought, conscience and religion;

- calling on the governnent to ensure that, in line with internationa
recommendations, a wholly civilian service of non-punitive length is

i ntroduced for conscientious objectors to nilitary service and that, in
addition, reservists and serving conscripts have the opportunity to perform
such a service during periods of energency or general nobilization

APPEALS TO

1) M dafcos Klerides

Presi dent of the Republic of Cyprus

Presi dential Palace, N cosia, Cyprus

Tel egrans: President Klerides, Nicosia, Cyprus



Faxes: +357 2 445016
Sal utatiion: Dear President

2) Dr Konstandinos Iliadhis

M ni ster of Defence

M nstry of Defence

Emmanoui | Roidi 4, Nicosia, Cyprus

Tel exes: 6006 MOD CY

Tel egrans: Defence Mnister I|liadhis, Nicosia, Cyprus
Sal utation: Dear M nister

3) M Al exandros Evangel ou

M ni ster of Justice

M nistry of Justice

1 Diogenes St, Engonti, Cyprus

Faxes: +357 2 461427

Tel egrams: Justice M nister Evangel ou, Engonti, Cyprus
Sal utation: Dear M nister

COPIES TO diplomatic representative of Cyprus accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 11 October 1994.



