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DENMARK Anna Mrtychan and Al exander Mrtychan, asyl um seekers
from Chechnya

Anna Mkrtychan and Al exander Mrtychan, asylum seekers from Chechnya in
Denmark, face forcible return to the Russian Federation on 28 May 1996,
where they may be at serious risk of arbitrary detention, ill-treatnent or
torture.

Anna Mrtychan, an English teacher, interpreter and philol ogist and her
husband, Al exander Mrtychan, a dentist, both ethnic Arnenians and
residents of the Chechen capital, G ozny, have been issued with a
deportation order to return to Mdscow on 28 May, after their applications
for asylumin Denmark were rejected on appeal

Anna Mkrtychan and Al exander Mrtychan arrived in Denmark on 24 Decenber
1993 and sought political asylum Both clainmed to have been harassed in
Grozny due to their opposition to then Chechen President Dzhokhar Dudayev's
government. Al exander Mrtychan clained that he was beaten on the street
and in his dental clinic by unnaned assail ants because of his ethnicity and
the fact that he objected to mlitary service. Anna Mrtychan's politica
association with a Moscow journalist, Dmtry Krikorjants, who was
reportedly later nurdered in his flat in Mscow, placed her life at
particular risk and forced themboth to flee first to Mdscow and
subsequently to Denmark.

Both fled Grozny on 12 October 1993 to the Russian town of M neral nye Vody,
and arrived in Moscow on 14 Cctober. In Mdscow, they clained to have been
threatened by the Russian special police forces (OMON) on account of their
ethnicity and reportedly only avoi ded being forcibly returned to Grozny by
payi ng bribes to OMON officers. From Modscow, they eventually obtained visas
for Denmark and travelled to Copenhagen on 24 Decenber 1993, where they
applied for refugee status.

Their application was rejected on 13 May 1996 by the Dani sh Appeal s Board
and the date of 28 May was set for their forcible renmoval to Moscow, on the
basis that while it may not be safe for themto be returned to the Chechen
Republic, it would be safe for themto be returned to another part of the
Russi an Federation. The Appeal s Board di scounted the argunent that Chechen
residents would be at risk of serious human rights violations in other
parts of the Russian Federation, a position with which Amesty

I nternational disagrees.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Massi ve human rights violations have taken place within the context of the
armed conflict in the Chechen Republic. Fromthe beginning of the conflict,
i n Decenber 1994, Russia has shown a nmarked disregard for the rules
governing armed conflict and protection of the civilian population. An
estimated 20,000 to 30,000 civilians have been killed in the conflict, many
of themas a result of indiscrimnate attacks by Russian Federation forces
on densely popul ated residential areas. The Russian Presidential Comm ssion
on Human Rights stated that the total nunmber of war-related deaths in the
capital, Grozny, alone can be estimated at approximtely 27,000 people.

Men, wonen and children have been victins of extrajudicial executions and
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host age-taking. Torture and ill-treatnment have al so taken pl ace,
particularly in so-called "filtration canps". Hundreds of people have been
detained without trial. Allegations of rape have been nmade agai nst the
Russi an forces. Forces loyal to Chechen President Dzhokhar Dudayev,
reportedly killed in April 1996 by the Russian arny, have al so been
responsi bl e for human rights abuses, including hostage-taking and
deliberate and arbitrary killings. Despite two peace initiatives, in July
1995 and in March 1996, the conflict and human rights viol ati ons agai nst
civilians continue.

Amesty International has received nunerous reports of torture and ill-
treatment in police custody in the Russian Federation, with an apparent
pattern of persecution and ill-treatnent of nenbers of ethnic mnorities,
specifically those fromthe Caucasus, including the Chechen Republic.

In Novenber 1995, two ethnic Arnmenians were arrested, beaten and tortured
by officers fromthe Moscow District Department for Combatting Organi zed
Crime (RUOP). At the police station, one of them was reportedly hung from
the ceiling by handcuffs and beaten on the chest in an effort to force him
to sign a confession of guilt. Sultan Kurbanov, a 31-year-old Chechen
resident in Moscow was arrested on 16 January 1996 by two policenmen who
came to his apartment, claimng he was wanted for questioning at the police
station. Instead he was driven to a warehouse depot and beaten with
truncheons and sticks by about 10 police officers who got out of a bus
parked nearby. He was hit repeatedly including on his | egs, head and face,
by what he described as netal weapons. On 23 April 1996, 10 rmasked arned
menbers of RUOP entered the honme of Said Selim Beknurzayev and his fanily,
et hni ¢ Chechens, refugees fromthe conflict in Chechnya. Said Selim

Bekmur zayev and his son Sultan Beknurzayev were beaten by the officers, who
accused the two nen in collusion with the Chechen fighters, and then were
arrested and taken to the Moscow City Departnment of Internal Affairs, where
they are held in present and have not yet been charged with any crimna

of f ence.

Consequently, Amesty International believes that nmenbers of ethnic
mnorities, specifically those fromthe Caucasus, including the Chechen
Republic, may be at risk of serious human rights violations in the Russian
Federation and should not be forcibly returned.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnai
letters in Danish, English, German or your own | anguage:

- urging the Danish authorities not to forcibly return Anna Mrtychan and
Al exander Mkrtychan to the Russian Federation where they may be at risk of
serious human rights violations;

- pointing out that the persecution of nenbers of ethnic mnorities,
especially those fromthe Caucasus and including those fromthe Chechen
Republic, by Russian | aw enforcenent officials, is a continuing phenonenon
in the Russian Federation;

- rem nding the Danish authorities of Denmark's obligation under the
internationally recognized principle of non-refoul ement as enshrined in
Article 33 of the 1951 Convention relating to the status of Refugees, to
whi ch Denmark is a party, not to forcibly return anyone to a country where
he or she may be at risk of serious human rights violations.

PLEASE BRI NG TO THE ATTENTI ON OF THE REFUGEE COORDI NATOR I N YOUR SECTI ON



APPEALS TO

Ni el s Hel veg Petersen,

M ni ster for Foreign Affairs,

Asi ati sk Pl ads 2,

1448 Copenhagen K, Denmark

Faxes: +45 31 540533

Tel exes: 31292

Tel egranms: Foreign M nister, Copenhagen, Denmark
Sal utation: Dear M nister

Bj arn West h,

Justitmnisteriet

Sl o3hol nsgrade 10,

1216 Copenhagen K, Denmark

Faxes: +45 33 933510

Tel exes: 15530

Tel egrams: Justice M nister, Copenhagen, Denmark
Sal utation: Dear Mnister

Birthe Wi ss,

M nister for the Interior,

Christiansborg Sl otsplads 1,

1218 Copenhagen K, Denmark

Tel egrams: Interior Mnister, Copenhagen, Dennark
Faxes: +45 33 111239

Sal utation: Dear Mnister

and to diplomatic representatives of Denmark accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 28 May 1996.



