EXTERNAL Al I ndex: EUR 18/03/97
22 May 1997
Further information on EXTRA 199/96 (EUR 18/ 03/96, 31 Decenber 1996) and

foll owup (correction, 3 January 1997; EUR 18/01/97, 30 January 1997; and
EUR 18/02/97, 21 March 1997) - Fear of inm nent refoul enent

DENMARK Rabah Hamana, Nassi na Hamana and child, Algerian asylum
seekers

Ammesty International has |learned that the Hamana fanily has been arrested
in Denmark whilst trying to escape to Sweden. According to their |awer,
they are to be sent back to Algeria on 24 May 1997.

The asylum claimof the Hamana famly was first rejected by the Danish

i mmgration service on 7 June 1996. Their appeal clains were |ater
rejected on the grounds that they had not supplied any new information

whi ch woul d have justified overturning the ealier negative decision. In
March 1997 Ammesty International |earned that they had gone into hiding for
fear of being deported to Algeria (see original UA and previ ous updates).

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express/
airmail in English or in your own | anguage:

- urging the authorities not to forcibly return the Hamana famly to

Al geria where they are at risk of arbitrary detention, torture,

"di sappearance" or extrajudicial execution

- reminding the authorities of Denmark’s obligation under the 1951
Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, in particular Article 33,
not to forcibly return anyone to a country where he or she would be at risk
of serious human rights violations;

- reminding the authorities of their duty under Article 3 of the UN
Convention against Torture as well as Article 3 of the European Convention
on Human Ri ghts and Fundanental Freedons, not to send people to countries
where they may be at risk of torture.

- further urging the authorities to reconsider their assessnent of the
human rights situation in Algeria, in light of the recent infornmation
suppl i ed by Amesty International and other organizations, and of the mass

killings and bonbi ngs which have taken place in Algeria in the |ast few
nont hs.
APPEALS TO

M Poul Nyrup Rasnussen

Prime Mnister

Chri stiansborg

Prins Jegrgens Gaard 11,

1218 Copenhagen K, Denmark

Faxes: +45 33 11 16 65

Tel egrans: Prine M nister, Copenhagen, Denmark
Tel exes: 27027

Sal utation: Dear Prine Mnister

Ms Birte Weiss

M ni ster of Interior

Chri stiansborg

Sl otsplads 1

1218 Copenhagen K, Denmark



2

Faxes: +45 33 11 12 39
Tel egrams: Interior Mnister, Copenhagen, Dennark
Sal utation: Dear Mnister

M Frank Jensen

M ni ster of Justice

Sl ot shol nsgade 10

1216 Copenhagen K, Denmark

Faxes: +45 33 93 35 10

Tel exes: 15530

Tel egrams: Justice M nister, Copenhagen, Denmark
Sal utation: Dear Mnister

M Niels Hel veg Petersen

M ni ster of Foreign Affairs

Asi ati sk Plads 2

1448 Copenhagen K, Denmark

Faxes: +45 31 54 05 33

Tel exes: 31292

Tel egrams: Foreign M nister, Copenhagen, Denmark
Sal utation: Dear M nister

Letters may al so be sent to the Board of Refugees:
Fl yt ni nge Naevnet

St ore Kongensgade 123

1264 Copenhagen K, Denmark

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of Denmark accredited to your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 20 June 1997.



