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EXTRA 72/ 99 Fear of refoul ement /Fear of torture 17 June 1999

GERVANY Fat hel rahman Abdal | ah

Fat hel rahman Abdal | ah, a Sudanese asyl um seeker in Germany, is due to be
deported to Sudan on 19 June 1999 where he would be at risk of serious
human rights violations, including arbitrary inprisonnment and torture.

Fat hel rahman Abdal | ah fl ed Sudan after reportedly being inprisoned and
tortured on a nunber of occasions as a result of his active nenbership of
t he opposition Denocratic Union Party of Sudan (DUP).

H's filing of the second asylumclaimwas rejected by the Bundesant fir die
Anner kennung ausl andi scher Fl dchlinge, Federal Bureau for the Recognition
of foreign Refugees (German refugee authorities) on 19 May 1999 and he has
now taken | egal action to have this reconsidered.

Hi s deportation is thus set to take place despite the fact that he has not

yet received a final decision fromthe courts regarding his claimw th the

refugee authorities. In addition he will reportedly be acconpani ed to Sudan
by police officers and nedical staff on a special flight thus bringing his

return to the attention of the Sudanese authorities.

Fat hel rahman Abdal | ah has been held in a detention facility in Nurenberg
since 3 August 1998.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Germany is a state party to the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of
Refugees. Under the principle of non-refoul enent, enshrined in this
Convention, Germany is obliged to ensure that no person is returned,
directly or indirectly, to a country where they would face serious human
rights violations. Inplicit in this obligation is the necessity to
establish an asyl um procedure which includes provisions for an effective
appeal against rejection of an asylumclaim whereby the asylum seeker is
allowed to stay in the country for the duration of the appeal

The German authorities first attenpted to forcibly return Fathel rahman
Abdal | ah on 9 Septenber 1998. Following the rejection of his first asylum
claimon 6 October, they again attenpted to forcibly return himon 27
October and 12 Novenber 1998. All three attenpts had to be abandoned,
however, as a result of Fathel rahman Abdallah’s resistance. He was
allegedly ill-treated by police officers during the second and third
deportation attenpts.

The DUP is part of the Sudanese opposition National Denocratic Alliance
(NDA) which is involved in an arned struggl e against the Arny of the
Sudanese Governnent. The Government of Sudan considers nmenbers of the NDA
to be public enenies

Ammesty International has inforned Bavarian and federal authorities that
Fat hel rahman Abdal | ah shoul d be gi ven effective and durable protection from
refoul ement, but has not to date received any reply.
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RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans, faxes and e-mails in English,
German or your own | anguage:

- urging the German authorities to abide by their international obligations
under the principle of non-refoul enent, and afford Fathel rahman Abdal | ah
effective and durabl e protection fromrefoul enent;

- urging the German authorities to ensure that asylum seekers are all owed
to stay in the country pending a final decision on their asylumclaim

APPEALS TO

The Mnister of the Interior Gto Schily

M nistry of the Interior

Graur hei ndorfer Str 198

D 53111 Bonn

Cer many

Telegrams: Oto Schily, Interior Mnister, Bonn, Gernany
Faxes: + 49 228 6814665

E-mails: post ei ngang@mi . bund400. de

Sal utation: Dear Mnister

The Mnister of the Interior of Bavaria Dr. Ginter Beckstein

M nistry of the Interior of Bavaria

Qdeonpl atz 3

D 80539 Munich

Cer many

Tel egranms: Dr. Ginter Beckstein, Interior Mnister, Minich, Gernany
Faxes: + 49 89 282 090

Sal utation: Dear Mnister

Federal Chancellor Herrn Dr. Gerhard Schréder

Bundeskanzl er

Adenaueral | ee 141

D- 53106 Bonn

Cer many

Tel egranms: Gerhard Schrdder, Federal Chancellor, Bonn, Gernany
Faxes: + 49 228 562357

E-mails: post ei ngang@pa. bund. de

Sal ut ati on: Dear Chancell or

COPI ES TO

Foreign M nister Herrn Joschka Fischer
AuBBenmi ni st er

Adenaueral | ee 99-103

D- 53001 Bonn

Cer many
Faxes: + 49 228 173402
E-mails: http://ww. auswaerti ges-ant.de/ 10_konm i ndex2. ht m

and to diplomatic representatives of Germany accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY.



