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UA 119/ 92 Legal Concern 9 April 1992

Gr eece Anast asi os (Tasos) GCeorgi ades

Ammesty International is concerned about the inprisonnment for the second
time on 4 April of Jehovah's Wtness mnister Tasos Ceorgi ades after he
refused to performmnilitary service. Since 1988 when new | egi sl ation on
mlitary service was introduced in Greece, religious mnisters of

recogni zed religions have been entitled to exenption frommlitary service.
Tasos Ceorgi ades, whose case was the subject of an Amesty Internationa
docunent, "Greece: Religious discrimnation - mnister inprisoned" (Al

I ndex: EUR 25/03/92, February 1992), was inprisoned for the first tinme on
20 January after his application for exenption frommlitary service as a
religious minister was turned down by the nmilitary recruiting office on the
grounds that the the Jehovah's Wtness faith was not a recognized religion
As a Jehovah's Wtness, Tasos Ceorgi ades is opposed to perform ng any form
of mlitary service

On 16 March Athens Mlitary Court acquitted Tasos Georgi ades of
i nsubordi nati on and ordered his rel ease acknow edgi ng that the Jehovah's
Wtness faith was a recognized religion. He was released the follow ng day
on a 15-day leave pernmit in order to obtain the necessary papers fromthe
mlitary authorities to exenpt himin future fromfurther call-up. On 2
April, however, the recruiting office informed himthat they woul d not
grant himexenption frommlitary service and called himto appear at
Nafplion Mlitary Canp on 4 April to performmlitary service. He conplied
with these orders and was inmediately put in the disciplinary section of
the canp. He is due to be transferred to Avlona Mlitary Prison on 14
April. It is likely he will have to stand trial again but a trial date has
not yet been set.

Amesty I nternational believes that Tasos Georgi ades has been
i mpri soned for the exercise of his right to freedom of thought, conscience
and religion and on the basis of discrimnatory treatnent by the mlitary
authorities against Jehovah's Wtness nministers and calls for his i mediate
and unconditional release as a prisoner of conscience. It is concerned by
the failure of the mlitary recruiting authorities to abide by the decision
of the military court.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Mlitary service is conmpulsory in Greece. There is no provision for
civilian service for conscientious objectors. At any given tine 350 to 400
consci entious objectors are in prison for refusing to performmlitary
service. The vast mpjority are Jehovah's Wtnesses. Ammesty Internationa
considers all of themto be prisoners of conscience and has repeatedly
cal l ed on successive Greek Governnments to rel ease them and to pass



| egi sl ati on which woul d enable themto performcivilian service of non-
punitive | ength.

Tasos Ceorgiades is the fourth Jehovah's Wtness minister known to
Amesty International to have his application for exenption rejected by the
mlitary authorities since 1988. The other three, Daniel Kokkalis,
Dimtris Tsirlis and Tinothy Koul oubas, all now rel eased, were adopted as
pri soners of conscience by Amesty International. |In all of their cases
the Council of State (the highest adm nistrative court in Geece) ruled
that they should have been exenpted frommnilitary service under Law 1763/ 88
and enphasi zed that the Jehovah's Wtness faith was a recogni zed religion
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RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express and
airmail letters:

- calling for the i medi ate rel ease of prisoner of conscience Tasos
Geor gi ades;

- expressing concern about the continued religious discrinination by the
mlitary authorities against Jehovah's Wtness mnisters;

- expressing concern that the verdict of Athens Mlitary Court on 16 March
whi ch acquitted himof insubordination and recognized that he was entitled
to exenption frommnilitary service as a religious mnister has been ignored
by the recruiting authorities.

APPEALS TO

1) M loannis Varvitsiotis

M ni ster of Defence

M ni stry of Defence

Hol ar gos ( Pent agono)

At hens, G eece

Tel egrans: Defence Mnister Varvitsiotis, Athens, G eece
Faxes: (+ 30) 1 646 55 84

Tel exes: 216780 rkqga gr

Sal utation: Dear M nister

2) M Antonis Sanaras

M ni ster of Foreign Affairs

M nistry of Foreign Affairs

1 Akadi m as

106 71 Athens, G eece

Tel egranms: M nister of Foreign Affairs, Athens, Greece

Faxes: (+ 30) 1 36 09 716
36 24 195
Tel exes: 218213 ypex gr

216593-4 ypex gr
Sal utation: Dear M nister

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TG Diplomatic representatives of Greece in your
country.



PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 21 May 1992.



