EXTERNAL Al I ndex: EUR 39/ 05/ 96
4 April 1996

Further information on EXTRA 36/96 (EUR 39/04/96, 8 March 1996) - Fear of
i mm nent refoul enent

ROVANI A Bassam Muhamred Shaker, Iraqi Shia' asylum seeker
Hussain Kami |, Syrian asylum seeker

Bassam Muhamed Shaker, an lraqi asyl um seeker detained in Romania and who
faced i mm nent and forcible return to Jordan and eventually Irag where he
may have faced arbitrary detention, "disappearance", torture or execution,
was rel eased fromdetention on 12 March 1996 in Qtopeni Airport, Ronania,
to enable himto present his application for refugee status. Apparently,
Ammesty International's Urgent Action contributed to this turn of events.

However, there is still no news as to the whereabouts and fate of Hussain
Kam |, a Syrian asylum seeker and former prisoner of conscience, who was
forcibly returned from Romania to Syria on 5 March 1996, without having the
opportunity to present his asylum application.

Hussain Kami| was arrested in Syria in 1987 in connection with Hizb al -
"Amal al - Shuyu'i, Party of Conmunist Action (PCA). He was not brought for
trial until 13 October 1992. The outcone of the trial is not known, but he
was rel eased on 26 March 1994. Amesty International considers himto have
been a prisoner of conscience as he did not use or advocate viol ence and
was detained solely for his opinions. H's forcible return to Syria has

pl aced himat grave risk of further human rights violations.

The Romani an authorities have i nforned Amesty International that Hussain
Kam | voluntarily left Romania and that he did not |odge an application for
refugee status with the Romani an authorities. However, according to the
organi zation's information, Hussain Kam | was forcibly renmoved from Ronani a
to Syria at 22.00 hours on 5 March 1996, in tears. According to information
recei ved, Hussain Kam| had expressed a desire to apply for refugee status
before his forcible renoval from Romania, and the office of the United

Nati ons Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Romani a has confirnmed
this fact to Ammesty International.

Hussain Kami| had been arrested in connection with illegal border crossing
in Arad, Romania, in Novenber 1995 along with 12 Iraqi asylum seekers. He
was detained thereafter. On 4 March 1996, these 12 asylum seekers were

rel eased fromdetention in Oopeni Airport, in order to present their
applications for refugee status. Hussain Kam | was not rel eased, despite
the fact that UNHCR had comunicated to the Romani an authorities on 4 March
that Hussain Kam| had al so expressed a desire to apply for refugee status.
The foll owi ng evening, Hussain Kami| was forcibly returned to Syria.

The Romani an authorities clearly have sonme responsibility for the fate of
Hussain Kami|. They should act swiftly in order to ensure his safety in
Syri a.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express/
airmail letters in Romanian or English or in your own | anguage:

- reminding the authorities of Romania's obligation under the

i nternationally-recognized principle of non-refoul enent as enshrined in
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Article 33 of the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, not
to forcibly return anyone to a country where he or she would be at risk of
serious human rights violations;

- urging the Romani an authorities to take all appropriate and necessary
steps to ensure the safety of Hussain Kam | in Syria;

- seeking clarification fromthe Romani an authorities as to the reason for
the discrimnation in treatnent between Hussain Kam | and the 12 Iraq
asyl um seekers he was arrested with in Arad, Ronmania, in November 1995 and
why it was that these 12 asylum seekers were rel eased fromdetention in

O openi Airport on 4 March 1996 to enable themto pursue their asylum
applications, whereas Hussain Kanmi| was not.

I f possible also:

- remind the Romani an authorities of their obligation under the 1951 Ceneva
Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, to allow asyl um seekers
effective access to a full and fair asylum determni nation procedure;

- remind the Romani an authorities that the practice of detaining asylum
seekers in Romania can have the effect of inpeding or deterring asylum
applications.

PLEASE DRAW TO THE ATTENTI ON OF THE REFUGEE COCRDI NATOR | N YOUR SECTI ON
APPEALS TO

1) D-lui lon Iliescu

Presi dent el e Rondni ei ,

Piala Victoriei,

Bucurssti, Romani a

FAXES: +4 01 312 1179

Tel egranms: President |liescu, Bucharest, Ronania
Sal ut ati on; Dear President

2) D-lui loan Doru Taracil a,

M ni stru de | nterne,

Str. Mhai Vod], nr. 6,

Sectorul 5, Bucuresti, Rommnia

FAXES: +401 3113555; 401613 0625 (I F VO CE ASK FOR FAX)
Tel egranms: Interior Mnister Taracila, Bucharest, Romania
Sal utation: Dear Mnister

3) D lui Teodor Viorel Melescanu,

M ni stru Afaceril or Externe,

Pi ala Victories,

Bucuresti, Romani a

Tel exes: 11220

Tel egrans: Foreign M nister Ml escanu, Bucharest, Romani a
Sal utati on: Dear M nister

COPI ES TO

Col onel Buzoi anu,

Head of the General Directorate of Passports,
Border Police, Aliens and Mgration Probl ens:
29 Strada Nicol ae lorga

Bucharest, Romani a

FAXES: +401 312 15 00




Col onel Mbnt eanu,

Head of Border Police at OGtopeni Airport:
29 Strada Nicol ae lorga

Bucharest, Romani a

FAXES: +401 312 15 00

and to diplomatic representatives of Romania accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 15 May 1996.



