EXTERNAL Al I ndex: EUR 42/01/96

EXTRA 168/ 96 Fear of refoul enent 31 October 1996

SWEDEN Paul i ne Muzonzo Paku Ki sok

Zairian asylum seeker Pauline Mizonzo Paku Kisoki is under inmmnent threat
of being forcibly returned to Zaire where she would be at serious risk of
torture.

Paul i ne Muzonzo Paku Ki soki was arrested along with her husband on 20
October 1990 in Kisanto, near Kinshasa in Zaire. She was reportedly raped
in her home in front of her children, and then taken to a detention centre
where she was beaten. She was detained without trial for one year in Mka
pri son. She states that she was raped nore than 10 times during her

i mpri sonnment, beaten and tortured. She nmanaged to escape and travelled to
Sweden on a fal se passport, where she applied for political asylumin
Noverber 1991.

The Swedi sh Board of Inmigration refused her request for political asylum
in January 1994; this decision was upheld by the Aliens Appeal Board in
February 1995 and, after further appeal, again in February 1996.

The UN Conmmittee agai nst Torture (CAT) exam ned her case in May 1996 and
found that her expulsion would be in violation of Article 3 of the UN
Convention agai nst Torture and other Cruel, |nhuman or Degradi ng Treat nent
or Punishnment. Article 3 opposes the expul sion of a person to another State
where there are substantial grounds for believing that he or she would be

i n danger of being subjected to torture.

In the light of the CAT decision, the Aliens Appeal Board re-exan ned the
case. In October the Board deci ded not take any decision, but to refer the
case to the Swedi sh Governnent, where it is now pending.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

According to information received by Amesty |International, Pauline Mizonzo
Paku Ki soki has been an activist of the opposition party UDPS (the Union of
Denocrati c and Social Progress) since 1987. Her husband worked as persona
secretary to one of the UDPS | eaders between 1985 and 1990. Her husband is
currently seeking asylumin Congo. In Kisanto her restaurant was frequently
used by the |l ocal branch of the party for political neetings. She also
headed the | ocal wonen's group and participated in several |arge UDPS
denonstrations agai nst the government. In the sumer of 1990 she organized
a wonen's protest in Kinshasa which was attended by thousands of wonen. She
al so continued her UDPS activities in Sweden.

Ill-treatnment, torture, and extrajudicial executions are anong the nost
reported human rights violations in Zaire. Human rights organi zati ons and
opposition political parties have been very critical of these human rights
violations as well as of governnent corruption and its failure to deliver
services. As a result, nmenmbers of the security forces have subjected human
rights and political activists to arrests, ill-treatnment and torture.

After examning all the available information, the CAT noted that nenbers
of the UDPS continued to be targeted for political persecution and that in
the particul ar case of Pauline Mizonzo Paku Kisoki, there were substantia



2

grounds for believing that she woul d be in danger of being subjected to
torture if returned to Zaire.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmnai
letters in English or your own | anguage:

- pointing out that Pauline Miuzonzo Paku Ki soki has been an activist in the
UDPS and that the UN Conmittee against Torture has noted that its nenbers
continue to be persecuted in Zaire and concluded that she would face
torture if returned to Zaire,;

- rem ndi ng Sweden of its obligations under the fundanental principle of
non-refoul enent in Article 33 of the 1951 Convention relating to refugees
and Article 3 of the Convention against Torture, which prohibit any person
being returned to a country where he or she faces serious human rights

vi ol ati ons;

- expressing concern that if Pauline Mizonzo Paku Kisoki is returned to
Zaire, she would be at risk of arrest, ill-treatnent and torture and that
Sweden woul d viol ate the fundanental principle of non-refoul ement;

- requesting the Swedish authorities to grant Pauline Mizonzo Paku Ki soki
effective protection against refoulement to Zaire;

i f possible, also:

- express concern that three separate hearings on her asylum application
did not recognise her as a refugee and that her case was only afforded
prom nence after the intervention of the CAT,

- in this context, seek assurances that Sweden will take effective neasures
to ensure that everyone who would be at risk of serious human rights
violations if sent back to their country of origin is identified and
receives protection in Sweden.

APPEALS TO

Pi erre Schor

M ni ster for International Devel opnent Corporation, Mgration and Asyl um
Pol i cy

Utri kes departenentet

Box 16121

103 23 St ockhol m

Sweden

Fax: +46 8 7231176

Tel egranms: Asylum M ni ster Schori, Stockholm Sweden

Sal utation: Dear M nister

Prime M nister Gbran Persson

St at sr &dsber edni ngen

10333 Stockhol m Sweden

Fax: +46 8 7231171

Tel egranms: Prinme M nister, Stockholm Sweden
Sal utation: Dear Prinme M nister

M ni ster of the Interior

Lei f Bl onberg

Inrikes departenentet

10333 Stockhol m Sweden

Fax: +46 8 7917899

Tel egrams: Interior Mnister, Stockholm Sweden
Sal utation: Dear Mnister



COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of Sweden accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 1 Decenber 1996.



