PUBLI C Al I ndex: EUR 50/02/99
24 March 1999

Further information on UA 48/99 (EUR 50/01/99, 16 March 1999) - Fear of
forcible deportation/fear for safety

UKRAI NE/ UZBEKI STAN Muhammad Bekzhon
Yusi f Ruzi mur adov
New names: Kobil Diyarov, 44, teacher
Negmat Shari pov, 24

The Uzbek governnent is reported to have nade an official request for the
handover of an unspecified nunber of Uzbeks detained in Kiev during a joint
operation between Uzbek and Ukrainian | aw enforcenent agenci es. Mihamrad
Bekzhon and Yusif Ruzinuradov are believed to be still detained in Ukraine.

Anmong t hose detai ned, and possibly facing i nmi nent forcible deportation,
are Kobil Diyarov and Negmat Sharipov. They were detained in Ukrai ne around
the sane tinme as Muhammad Bekzhon and Yusif Ruzinuradov. |If returned to
Uzbekistan it is believed that they too could be at risk of inprisonnment,
torture or ill-treatnent, sinply because of their political affiliations.

Kobil Diyarov is a former nmenber of the banned opposition nmovenent Birlik
("Unity"), and mathematics teacher at Samarkand Techni cal Col |l ege. He
reportedly lost his job in the early 1990s as a result of his opposition
activities and has been naking his living as a trader, assisted by his
nephew, Negmat Sharipov. The two are believed to have been in Kiev on
busi ness when they were detai ned.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Birlik was the first opposition novenent set up after Uzbekistan's

i ndependence in 1991. It advocated a secul ar denopcratic systemand |ibera
economic reforms. It was officially registered as a novenent in 1991 but
was never allowed to register as a political party.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express/

airmail letters in English or in your own | anguage:

- urging the Ukrainian authorities not to forcibly return Mihammad Bekzhon, Yusif
Ruzi mur adov, Kobi| Diyarov and Negmat Sharipov to Uzbeki stan, where they nay be

at risk of serious human rights violations for the non-violent expression of their
political beliefs;

- noting that agreements between countries of the Commobnweal th of | ndependent States
permit Ukraine to refuse extradition if there are fears that the person in question
will face human rights violations if extradited;

- rem nding the Ukrainian authorities of their obligations under international |aw,
in particular the European Convention on the Protection of Human Ri ghts and
Fundanent al Freedons.

APPEALS TO

Procurator General of Ukraine, Mykhayl o POTEBENKO
252601 g. Kiev-11

ul . Reznitskaya, 13/15

Prokuratura Ukrainy

Gener al nonu prokuroru POTEBENKO M

UKRAI NE



2

Tel egrams: Ukrai na, 252601 g. Kiev, general nomu prokuroru Potebenko
Fax: + 380 44 296 89 03
Sal utation: Dear Procurator General

M ni ster of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, Yuriy KRAVCHENKO

252024 g. Kiev

ul . Bogompl tsa, 10

M ni sterstvo vnutrenni kh de

M ni st ru KRAVCHENKO Yu.

UKRAI NE

Tel egrams: Ukrai na, 252024 g. Kiev, mnistru vnutrenni kh del KRAVCHENKO
Fax: + 380 44 291 17 33

Sal utation: Dear M nister

Head of the Directorate for Mgration and Refugees of the State Comittee

of Ukraine for Nationalities and Mgration, O ena Ml ynovska

g. Kiev

21/ 8 Institutska ul.

UKRAI NE

Tel egrams: Ukraina, g. Kiev, Komitet po natsional nostyey, direktoru po
del am m gratsii Ml ynovska

Fax: + 380 44 293 22 46

Sal utation: Dear Director

COPI ES TO

M ni ster of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, Borys TARASYUK
252501 g. Kiev 24

ul . Karla Liebknecht 15/1

M ni sterstvo inostrannykh del Ukrainy

M ni stru TARASYUKU B

UKRAI NE

Fax: + 380 44 226 3169 Telex: 131373 Rubin

Head of Departnment of Mgration and Mnorities at Kiev City State
Admi ni stration, Vol odymyr Novik

252070 g. Kiev-70

Vol oshskaya ul . 31

UKRAI NE

Fax: + 380 44 416 3054

and to diplomatic representatives of Ukraine and Uzbeki stan accredited to
your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 5 May 1999.



