PUBLI C Al I ndex: EUR 50/ 04/00

UA 292/ 00 Possi bl e "di sappear ance”/
Fear of torture or ill-treatnent 20 Septenber 2000
UKRAI NE Georgiy Gongadze, journalist

| ndependent journalist CGeorgiy Gongadze has been missing since 16

Sept enber. Ammesty International believes he may have been secretly
detained either by the authorities or by one of the powerful interests he
has offended with his journalism and that he is at risk of torture, ill-
treatnent or “di sappearance”.

Georgiy CGongadze reportedly left a friend s house on Lesya Ukrayi nka

Boul evard, in the capital, Kiev, at around 10.20pm but failed to return
home to his wife and two three-year-old children. His wife and friends
reportedly contacted hospitals and energency centres in the city totry to
find him

Georgiy CGongazde is the head of the internet newspaper Wkrayi nskaya Pravda
(Wkrainian Truth). Ukrayinskaya Pravda is reportedly one of a few nedia
outlets that have been highly critical of the government and its all eged
[inks with corrupt big business.

BACKGROUND | NFORVATI ON

Georgiy Gongadze had conpl ai ned that police had threatened and intimn dated
hi m because of his work as a journalist. In June 2000 he reportedly wote
an open letter to the Procurator CGeneral after he was forced into hiding by
police harassnment. He has al so alleged that his colleagues at Ukrayi nskaya
Pravda have been harassed repeatedly.

Ukrai ne has been frequently faced internantional criticismfor its l[ack of
genui ne press freedom The US-based Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ)
i ncl uded the Wkrainian President, Leonid Kuchma, in its 1999 list of the
world s 10 worst enemies of the press. In its 1999 country report on

Ukrai ne, the CPJ stated: "Over the past several years, Wkrainian press
freedom has deteriorated to such an extent that Ukraine, unlike even

nei ghbori ng Bel arus, now | acks any genui nely i ndependent mgjor news nedi a".

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
Engl i sh, Russian or your own | anguage:

- expressing grave concern for the safety of Georgiy Gongazde, who has been
m ssing since 16 Septenber 2000;

- calling for an imedi ate, independent and thorough investigation to
deternmi ne his whereabouts;

- urging that, if he is in police custody; he be given i nmedi ate access to
his famly and to | egal representation

- urging that he be protected fromany formof torture or ill-treatmnent;

- urging that any crimnal charges agai nst Georgiy Gongadze be nade public
and that, if he is in custody, he be rel eased i mmedi ately unl ess charged
with a recogni zably crimnal offence

APPEALS TO (Pl ease note: we have experienced consi derabl e probl ens sendi ng
faxes to Wkraine. Please send faxes manually, be very patient, if you hear
a voice say ‘fax’ and wait until the recipient turns on the fax machine. |f
probl ems persist please send faxes to diplonmatic representatives of Ukraine
accredited to your country)




Presi dent of Wkraine
Leoni d Danil ovi ch KUCHVA
Ukr ai na

252220 g. Kiev

ul . Bankovaya, 7

Prezi dentu Ukrai ny

KUCHMA L. D.
Fax: + 380 44 293 2093 / 226 31 69 / 229 66 31
E-mail: post mast er @i bbon. ki ev. ua

Tel egrans: Prezidentu Kuchma, Kiev, Ukraine
Sal utation: Dear President

Procurator General of Ukraine
M/khayl o POTEBENKO

Ukr ai na

252601 g. Kiev-1l

ul . Reznitskaya, 13/15

Pr okur at ura Ukrai ny

Gener al nomu prokuroru

POTEBENKO M

Fax: + 380 44 296 89 03

Tel egrans: Prokuratura, Kiev, Ukraine
Sal utation: Dear Procurator General

Mnister of Internal Affairs of Ukraine

Yuriy Fyodrovich KRAVCHENKO

Wkr ai na

252024 g. Kiev

ul . Bogonol tsa, 10

M ni sterstvo vnutrenni kh del Ukrainy

M ni stru KRAVCHENKO Yu. F.

Fax: + 380 44 291 17 33 / 291 3778

Tel egrans: M nistru vnutrenni kh del, Kiev, UUkraine
Sal utation: Dear M nister

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of Ukraine accredited to your country
(which can also be found at the foll ow ng website http://ww. brama. conf ua-
gov/di prep. htm)

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 1 Novenber 2000.



