EXTERNAL Al I ndex: EUR 50/05/96
10 April 1996

Further information on EXTRA 06/96 (EUR 50/01/96, 15 January 1996) and
foll owup (EUR 50/04/96 27 February 1996) - Fear of inmm nent execution

UKRAI NE Vitaly GUMENYUK, aged 24

Ammesty International has |learned with deep concern that Vitaly Gunmenyuk's
cl enmency petition has been turned down by the President of Ukraine and that
he is now in imm nent danger of execution

Vitaly Gumenyuk's | awyer recently discovered that Zhitomr Regi onal Court
had been informed by the Suprene Court of Ukraine that his petition for
cl enmency had been rejected. The petition for clenency was Vitaly's | ast
hope of avoiding execution after the Suprene Court upheld his death
sentence on 18 January 1996.

The cl emency petition was rejected despite the fact that Ukrai ne, by having
joined the Council of Europe on 9 Novenber 1995, has conmitted itself to

i rpose an i medi ate noratorium on executions and to abolish the death
penalty within three years.

Ammesty International is extrenely worried by the anmbiguity in Ukraine's
position on the introduction of a noratorium on executions. This is the
first report the organi zati on has received of a petition for clenency being
turned down since Ukraine's admission to the Council of Europe.

It has al so beconme increasingly difficult to obtain information about the
use of the death penalty in Ukraine since Ukraine acceded to the Council of
Europe. Fanmilies of those on death row continue not to be infornmed
promptly of the fate of their relatives. Vitaly Gunenyuk's nother has not
been allowed to see her son since 18 January 1996 and was told by the
regional director of Internal Affairs that prisoners such as her son are
not permtted visits. Ammesty International is concerned that this may
indicate that Vitaly Gunenyuk has al ready been executed or has been
transferred to a prison where executions are carried out.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/ express/ airnmai
letters in English, Ukrainian, Russian or in your own |anguage:

- expressing alarmthat Vitaly Gumenyuk may face i minent execution
following the President's decision to uphold his death sentence despite the
nor at ori um

- urging President Kuchma to reverse his decision to refuse clenency to
Vitaly Gunmenyuk, to stop the execution and to commute all other death
sentences that conme before him

- urging that the authorities put an end to the agonizing uncertainty the
famlies of death row prisoners are experiencing by keeping themfully and
promptly informed about each stage of the prisoner's case and by allow ng
them regul ar visits.

APPEALS TO

President of Ukraine, Leonid Kuchnma
Ukr ai na

252601 Kiev

ul . Bankovaya, 7




2

Prezi dentu Ukrainy Kuchma L.

Faxes: +380 44 291 61 61

Tel egrams: Ukraina, Kiev, Prezidentu Kuchnma
Sal ut ation: Dear President

COPI ES TO

Chairman of the Presidential C enmency Commi ssion, Pyotr Andreychenko
Ukr ai na

252220 g. Kiev

ul . Bankovaya, 7

Konmm ssiya po voprosam ponil ovaniya pri Prezidente

Predsedat el yu ANDREYCHENKO P.

Fax: +380 44 291 61 61

Procurator General of Ukraine, Grigory Vorsinov
Ukr ai na

252601 g. Kiev 11

ul . Reznitskaya, 13/15

Prokuratura Ukrainy

Gener al nonu prokuroru VORSI NOVU G.

Fax: +380 44 290 26 03

Chairman of the Supreme Court of Ukraine, Vitaly BOYKO
Ukr ai na

252601 g. Kiev 24 GSP

ul. M Gushevskogo

Ver khovny Sud Ukr ai ny

Predsedat el yu BOYKO V.

Head of the Regional Court in Zhitomr Region, name not known
Ukr ai na

g. Zhitomr

bl ast noy Sud

Predsedat el u

and to diplomatic representatives of Ukraine accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 12 May 1996.



