PUBLI C Al I ndex: EUR 50/05/98

UA 75/ 98 Fear of Torture or |ll-treatnent 10 March 1998

UKRAI NE Sergey M khail ovich Voronok, a deputy of the Suprene
Sovi et of Crinea
Al eksandr Vital yvich Koval enko, a deputy of the Yalta
City Counci

There is serious concern for the safety of Sergey M khail ovi ch Voronok and
Al eksandr Vital yvich Koval enko, believed to have been arrested on 10
February 1998. The two nmen are in i ncormuni cado detention and, according
to unofficial sources, have reportedly been ill-treated and tortured.

It is not known who is responsible for the arrests or the whereabouts of
the two nen, despite attenpts by their fanmilies to obtain further
i nformati on.

A broadcast by Ukrainian television has reportedly stated that Sergey
Voronok had died in detention. Ukrainian officials in Sinferopol, however,
reportedly clained both men are alive and being held in a place of

det ention outside Crinea.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Ammesty I nternational has received nunerous reports of torture and ill-
treatment of crimnal suspects in police custody and in prisons throughout
Ukraine. |In April 1997 the organization subnmtted a report concerning this
issue to the United Nations Comrittee against Torture. On 29 April the
Committee reviewed Ukraine's Third Periodic Report on its comrtnents under
t he Convention agai nst Torture and reconmended, anong other things, that
Ukr ai ne adopt a conprehensive action plan to stop torture.

Article 12 of the Convention against Torture, to which Ukraine is a party
stipulates that "Each State Party shall ensure that its conpetent
authorities proceed to a pronpt and inpartial investigation, wherever there
is reasonabl e ground to believe that an act of torture has been comitted
in any territory under its jurisdiction".

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
Ukr ai ni an, Russian, English or your own | anguage:

- urging that the whereabouts of Sergey Voronok and Al eksandr Koval enko be
i medi ately established and nade known to their famlies, and that they be
gi ven inmedi ate access to their famlies and to defence | awers;

- urging that any crimnal charges agai nst them are made publi c;

- urging that they be protected fromany formof ill-treatnment;
- calling for a full and conprehensive inquiry into the allegations of
their torture and ill-treatnment, for the findings to be made public and for

anyone found responsible to be brought to justice in accordance with the
nornms of international |aw.

APPEALS TO

Procurator General of Ukraine, Oleh LYTVAK
Ukr ai na

252601 g. Kiev 11

ul . Reznitskaya, 13/15
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Prokuratura Ukrainy
Gener al nonu prokuroru, LYTVAKU O

UKRAI NE
Tel egranms: Prokuratura, kiev, Ukraine
Faxes: + 380 44 290 26 03

Sal ut ati on: Dear Procurator General

Mnister of Internal Affairs, Yury KRAVCHENKO
Ukr ai na

25204 g. Kiev

ul, Bogonpltsa, 10

M ni sterstvo vnutrenni kh del Ukrai ny

M ni stru Kravchenko Yu.F

UKRAI NE
Tel egranms: M nistru vnutrenni kh del, Kiev, Ukraine
Faxes: + 380 44 291 17 33

Sal utation: Dear M nister
COPI ES TO

Procurator of Sinferopol
Ukr ai na

g. Sinferopo

Gor odskaya Prokuratora
Pr okur oru

UKRAI NE

Procurator of Yalta
Ukr ai na

g. Yalta

Gor odskaya Prokuratora
Pr okur oru

UKRAI NE

Foreign M nister of Ukraine, Hennady UDOVENKO
Ukr ai na

252501 g. Kiev 24

ul . Karla Liebknecht 15/1

M ni sterstvo inostrannykh del Ukrainy

M ni stru UDOVENKO H. Y

UKRAI NE

and to diplomatic representatives of UKRAINE accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 21 April 1998.



