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Further information on UA 292/00 (EUR 50/04/00, 20 Septenber 2000) -
Possi bl e "di sappear ance"

UKRAI NE Georgiy Gongadze, journali st

A decapitated body believed to be that of missing journalist Georgiy
CGongadze has been found in Ukraine.

The body was discovered in a shallow grave in woodl and south of the
capital, Kiev, on 3 Novenber. The corpse reportedly bore distinguishing
mar ks consi stent with injuries previously sustained by independent
journalist Georgiy Gongadze. Jewellery thought to belong to himhas al so
reportedly been found at the scene. A formal identification has not yet
been made over a nonth | ater

On 28 Novenber the | eader of the Socialist Party of Wkraine, Q exandr

Mor oz, accused President Leonid Kuchnma of being inplicated in the

"di sappearance", claimng to have an audi o tape recording in which

Presi dent Kuchma can reportedly be heard di scussing with other senior state
officials howto elimnate Georgiy Gongadze. It is not known whether the
audi o evidence is authentic, but President Kuchnma has vociferously denied
the allegations and is threatening O exandr Moroz with |ibel action

| ndependent journalist CGeorgiy Gongadze "di sappeared” on 16 Septenber, when
he failed to return home to his wife and children after visiting a friend
in Kiev. He had conpl ai ned that police had threatened and intim dated him
because of his work as a journalist. It is feared that his "di sappearance"
is linked with his criticismof the authorities and their alleged |inks
with powerful interest groups.

Ammesty International is repeating its call for an independent and thorough
i nvestigation into Georgiy Gongadze's "di sappearance". The Procurator
General of UWkraine, Mykhayl o Pot ebenko, should ensure that the ongoing

i nvestigation adheres to international principles such as the United
Nations (UN) CGuidelines on the Role of Prosecutors, which state that:
"Prosecutors shall, in accordance with the law, performtheir duties
fairly, consistently and expeditiously, and respect and protect hunan
dignity and uphold human rights, thus contributing to ensuring due process
and the snmooth functioning of the crimnal justice systent.

FURTHER RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/
airmail letters in English, Russian or your own |anguage or in your own

| anguage:

- urging the authorities to make all efforts to formally identify the
decapi tated corpse found on 3 Novenber;

- expressing grave concern for the safety of Georgiy Gongadze, who has been
m ssing since 16 Sept enber

- calling for an i medi ate, independent and thorough investigation into his
"di sappear ance";

- calling on the Procurator General w thout prejudice to take into account
all information available to him and to ensure that UN Guidelines are
adhered to in the course of the investigation.

APPEALS TO
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(Pl ease note: W have experienced consi derabl e probl ens sending faxes to
Ukrai ne. Please be patient and keep trying. Send faxes manually and if a
voi ce answers say ‘fax’ and wait for the signal. If problens persist,

pl ease send faxes to diplomatic representatives of UWkraine accredited to
your country)

Procurator General of lkraine
M/khayl o POTEBENKO

Ukr ai na

252601 g. Kiev-1l

ul . Reznitskaya, 13/15

Pr okur at ura Ukrai ny

Gener al nomu prokuroru

POTEBENKO M

Fax: + 380 44 296 89 03

Tel egrans: Prokuratura, Kiev, Ukraine
Sal utation: Dear Procurator General

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of Ukraine accredited to your country
(which can be found at the follow ng website http://ww. branma. conf ua-
gov/ di prep. htm)

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 15 January 2001.



