EXTERNAL Al I ndex: EUR 50/ 14/96

UA 271/ 96 Death penalty / Legal concern 21 Novenber 1996

UKRAI NE VI adi mir Yureyvich CHERNI TSA, aged 23

Amesty International has learned that Vladinir Chernitsa's petition for
clenency is soon to be considered by the Cl enmency Commi ssion and the
Presi dent of Ukraine. He sent his petition to President Kuchma on 11
Sept enber 1996. This is the final stage of appeal against the death
sentence, and therefore Vladimr Chernitsa' s |ast hope of avoiding
execution.

Vl adi mir Chernitsa was sentenced to death by Odessa Regional Court on 3
April 1996, for preneditated, aggravated nmurder. The death sentence passed
on himwas upheld by the Suprene Court of Ukraine in Septenber 1996.

There are allegations that Vladinmr Chernitsa cannot be held fully
responsi ble for his actions at the tinme of the nmurder as he suffers
repercussions from severe head injuries.

Ammesty International is appalled that executions are continuing in

Ukrai ne, a year after Ukraine joined the Council of Europe and conmitted
itself to inposing a noratorium on executions. Ukraine nmade the conmi tnent
on 26 Septenber 1995 " to sign within one year and ratify within three
years fromthe tinme of accession Protocol no. 6 of the Convention for the
Protection of Human Ri ghts and Fundanental Freedoms on the abolition of the
death penalty, and to put into place, with i medi ate effect fromthe day of
accession, a noratoriumon executions" (Parlianmentary Assenbly Opi nion 190,
1995). Ukraine joined the Council of Europe on 9 Novenber 1995 and from
that nmoment was bound in good faith to inplenment this solem comitnent to
a noratorium However, to this day, people on death row in Ukraine
continue to be executed.

The chairman of the Ukrainian Suprene Court, Vitaly Boyko, confirmed on 1
August that there is no noratoriumon executions in Ukraine. He reported
that 93 people were sentenced to death in Ukraine in the first six nonths
of 1996. Amesty International knows that at |east two peopl e have been
executed, Vladimr Ogoltsov in June 1996, and Sergey Tekuchev on 17 Cctober
1996. The not her of Sergey Tekuchev reported that Pyotr Andreychenko, the
Head of the Clenency Conm ssion, told her at the end of October that he was
responsi ble only for carrying out the |law, and that he had received no

i nstructions concerning a noratorium on executions.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
Ukr ai ni an, Russian or English or your own | anguage:

To the President:

- urging President Kuchma to grant clemency to Vladimr Chernitsa;

- urging President Kuchma not to sign any nore execution orders as to do so
pl aces Ukraine in violation of its commitnment to the Council of Europe.

To the Head of the Cl enmency Conmi ssion, Pyotr Andreychenko:
- urge that the clenmency comi ssion recommends clenmency for Vladimr
Cherni tsa;

Presi dent of Ukraine, Leonid KUCHVA
Ukr ai na




2

252601 Kiev

ul . Bankovaya, 7

Prezi dentu Ukrainy Kuchma L.

Faxes: (380 44) 291 61 61 (checked working 21/11/96)
Tel egrams: Ukraina, Kiev, Prezidentu Kuchnma

Sal ut ation: Dear President

Chairman of the Presidential O enmency Conmi ssion, Pyotr ANDREYCHENKO
Ukr ai na

252220 g. Kiev

ul . Bankovaya, 7

Konmm ssiya po voprosam pomni |l ovaniya pri Prezidenta

Predsedat el yu Andreychenko P

Tel egrams: Ukrai na, Kiev, Konmm ssiya po voprosam ponil ovaniya,
Predsedat el yu

Fax: (380 44) 291 61 61

Sal utati on: Dear Chairman

COPI ES TO

Foreign Mnister of Ukraine, Hennady UDOVENKO
Ukr ai na

252501 g. Kiev 24

ul . Karla Liebknecht 15/1

M ni sterstvo inostrannykh de

Ukr ai ny

M ni stru UDOVENKO H. Y

Procurator General of Ukraine, Gigory VORSI NOV
Ukr ai na

252601 g. Kiev 11

ul . Reznitskaya, 13/15

Prokuratura Ukrainy

Gener al nonu prokuroru VORSI NOVU G.

Fax: (380 44) 290 26 03

and to diplomatic representatives of Ukraine accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your Section office, if sending appeals after 31 Decenber 1996.



