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UA 164/ 92 Death Penalty 19 May 1992

REPUBLI C OF LATVI A: Al eksey VOLKOV

Ammesty International is concerned that Al eksey Vol kov may soon be executed
if his petition for clenency, currently pending with the Suprenme Council of
the Republic of Latvia, is turned down.

Al eksey Vol kov's appeal against the death sentence was rejected in Novenber
1991 which indicates that, in his case, the whol e appeals procedure is at a
very advanced stage and he faces iminent execution.

Al eksey Vol kov was sentenced to death on 11 Septenber 1991 for nurder. He
is currently being held in a prison in Riga, the country's capital

Ammesty I nternational opposes the death penalty in all cases as a violation
of the right to life and the right not to be subjected to cruel, inhuman
and degrading treatnment or punishment, as proclained in the Universa

Decl arati on of Human Ri ghts.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Recent information on the death penalty in the Republic of Latvia was given
to Amesty International by the Mnister of Justice in January 1992. The

M ni ster of Justice reported that the death penalty was currently in force
for nine offences conmtted under aggravating circunstances, but he did not
specify them He explained that the crimnal code was currently being
reviewed by a cormittee of |awers and nenbers of the Suprene Council

i ncludi ng the question of whether the death penalty should be retained or
abolished. He further stated that of the nine people sentenced to death in
1989, five were executed and one was granted clenency; in 1990, five people
were sentenced to death, three were executed and one was granted cl enency;
in 1991 four people were sentenced to death, three of whom were execut ed.
Al'l those sentenced to death and executed had been convicted of

prenmedi tated nurder under aggravating circunstances. Death is by shooting.

If an appeal against a death sentence is unsuccessful, the sentence can
only be reduced by a judicial review or by a petition for clenmency. Death
sentences may still be carried out, however, before a judicial review has
been conpleted. C enency may be granted by the Chairman of the Suprene
Council on the recommendati on of the Cl emency Commi ssion of the Suprene
Council. Since recognition of Latvia's independence by the State Counci

of the Soviet Union on 6 Septenber 1991, a person sentenced to death no

| onger has the possibility of his/her case being considered by the federa
USSR authorities. This nmeans that there may be a nuch shorter tine between
sent enci ng and execution.



RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel ephone cal | s/ faxes/tel egrans/ express and airnai
letters:
- appealing for commutati on of the death sentence passed on Al eksey VOLKOV,

- explaining Amesty International's opposition to the death penalty in al

ci rcunst ances without exception;

- asking that the authorities in the Republic of Latvia stop carrying out
further executions and urging that they consider conplete abolition of the
deat h penalty.
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APPEALS TO

1. The Chairman of the Suprene Council of the Republic of Latvia
Anatolijs Gorbunovs

Jekaba 11

Ri ga 226811

Republic of Latvia

Tel egrams: Chairman Suprenme Council, Riga, Latvia
Tel ephone: + 7 013 32 29 38

Faxes: + 7 013 21 16 11

[ Sal utati on: Dear Chairman]

2. The Chairman of the C enmency Commi ssion of the Supreme Council of the
Republic of Latvia

Jekaba 11

Ri ga 226811

Republic of Latvia

Tel egranms: Chairman Cl enency Comm ssion, Riga, Latvia

[ Sal utati on: Dear Chairman]

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

The Procurator CGeneral of the Republic of Latvia,
Jani s Skrastins

Procurator General of the

Republic of Latvia

Komunaru bulv. 6

Ri ga 226050

Republic of Latvia

Tel egrams: Procurator Ceneral, Riga, Latvia

Tel ephone: + 7 013 32 00 85

[ Sal utation: Dear Procurator General]

and to diplomatic representatives of the Republic of Latvia in your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretari at
or your Section Ofice if sending appeals after 30 June 1992.



