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ARMENI A Two prisoners of war from Azerbaijan

Ammesty International fears that two prisoners of war from Azerbaijan face

i mm nent execution in Arnmenia after being convicted of nurder. It believes
that the men were tried by the Suprenme Court of Arnmenia, in which case the
sentences may have been passed without right of appeal. |If so, their only

recourse would be a petition for clenency to President Levon Ter-Petrosyan.

According to press reports the two were anong a group of eight prisoners of
war, none of whose nanes are currently known to Amesty International, who
stood trial in the Arnmenian capital of Yerevan in proceedings believed to
have finished in April 1994. According to one as yet unconfirnmed report,
the accused were convicted of murdering three ethnic Arnmenians in the

Kel baj ar regi on of Azerbaijan in early 1993. The other defendants received
terms of inprisonnment of from12 to 15 years.

Al t hough no executions of Arnenians have been reported in recent years,
Amesty International fears for the safety of the Azerbaijanis in the |light
of recent deaths in Arnenia of other prisoners of war. In early April 1994
a forensic expert rejected Arnmenian clains that six such nmen had been
killed while trying to escape, stating that the common pattern of their
wounds was "strongly suggestive of execution-type shootings".

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Rel ati ons between the nei ghbouring forner Soviet republics of Arnenia and
Azer bai jan have been tense in recent years owing to the fighting over

Kar abakh, an area of Azerbaijan popul ated nmainly by ethnic Arnenians.
Thousands are said to have died in the arned conflict, which has spread
beyond Karabakh to other areas of Azerbaijan now occupi ed by ethnic
Arnmeni an forces. One of these areas is Kel bajar, which borders Arnenia and
was the scene of an offensive by ethnic Arnenian forces in early 1993.

The Arneni an governnment says that it supplies noral and material support to
ethnic Arnenians in Azerbaijan, but consistently rejects allegations that
soldiers fromits arny are engaged in the fighting there.

Both Arnenia and Azerbaijan retain the death penalty, and have prisoners on
death row. In Azerbaijan these currently include three ethnic Arnenians
convi cted of violent offences connected with the Karabakh conflict. No
executions of such prisoners have been reported in Azerbaijan, although six
ot her ethnic Arnmeni ans under sentence of death there have died in prison
over the last two years.

Ammesty International takes no position on territorial disputes. However,
the organi zati on opposes the death penalty in all cases wi thout reservation
on the grounds that it is a violation of the right to life and the right
not to be subject to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnent or punishnment as
proclained in the Universal Declaration on Human Ri ghts. Anmesty
International is continuing to urge the presidents of both Arnenia and
Azerbaijan to commute all pending death sentences in their countries.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express and airnai l
letters either in English, Russian, Arnenian or your own |anguage:



2

- urging that the death sentences passed on these two Azerbaijani prisoners
of war be comut ed;

- urging that all other pending death sentences be conmuted;

- urging that everyone sentenced to death in Arnenia be granted the
opportunity to appeal to a court of higher jurisdiction, in accordance with
i nternationally-agreed human rights standards;

- pointing out that Amesty International takes no position on territoria
di sputes, and in these cases is concerned solely with the issue of the
deat h penalty.

APPEALS TO

1) President Levon Ter-Petrosyan

Mar shal Bagranyan boulv. 19

375095 Yerevan

Republ i c of Arnenia

Tel egrans: President Ter-Petrosyan, M Bagranyan 19, 375095 Yerevan,
Armreni a

Faxes: + 8852 52 15 81

Sal ut ati on: Dear President

2) Levon Pogosyan

Head of the Presidential Pardons Departnent

375095 Yerevan

Republ i c of Arnenia

Tel egranms: Pogosyanu L, O del ponilovaniya pri presidente, 375095 Yerevan,
Armreni a

Sal utati on: Dear Chairman

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

1) Ardavazd Gevorkyan
Procurator-General of Arnenia
Shaunyan Squar e

375010 Yerevan

Republ i c of Arnenia

2) Tariel Barsegyan

Chai rman of the Suprene Court of Arnenia
Shaunyan, 6

375010 Yerevan

Republ i c of Arnenia

3) Rafael Papayan

Chai rman of the parlianentary conm ssion on
human rights and nationalities

M Bagranyan, 19

375095 Yerevan

Republ i c of Arnenia

fax: + 8852 52 15 81

4) Vagan Papasyan

M ni ster of Foreign Affairs
M Bagranyan, 19

375019 Yerevan

Republ i c of Arnenia



fax: + 8852 52 70 22

and to diplomatic representatives of Arnenia accredited to your country

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 10 June 1994.



