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UA 211/ 94 Fear of inmm nent execution 2 June 1994

AZERBAI JAN (sel f-procl ai med
Nagor no- Kar abakh Republic): Yury Vi ktorovich Bl LI CHENKO, pil ot

Amesty International fears that Yury Vi ktorovich Bilichenko faces iminent
execution after a court in the self-proclai ned Nagor no- Kar abakh Republic
(NKR) in Azerbaijan sentenced himto death without right of appeal on 23
May 1994.

Yury Bilichenko, an airforce pilot fromthe former Soviet republic of
Ukr ai ne, was captured in August 1992 when his plane was brought down by
ethnic Arnenian forces in the disputed Karabakh regi on of Azerbaijan. He
was accused of being a nercenary in the Azerbaijani arny and of carrying
out a nunber of bonbing raids which resulted in loss of life and nmateria
danmage.

The death sentence, passed by a NKR military tribunal, cannot be appeal ed.
His only resort against execution is to petition the NKR parlianent for
cl enency.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Thousands have died in years of fighting over the di sputed Karabakh region.
This area of Azerbaijan is populated nainly by ethnic Arnenians, who
declared the formation of the NKR in Septenber 1991 and its independence
from Azerbaijan in January 1992. The NKR is not recognized internationally
al though it has close ties with Arnmenia, which borders Azerbaij an.

Arnmeni a and Azerbaijan have both passed death sentences on prisoners in
connection with the conflict, but to Amesty International's know edge the
sentence on Yury Bilichenko is the first handed down by the NKR
authorities. At |east one other man, an ethnic Russian, is awaiting tria
in the NKR for alleged nercenary activities on behalf of Azerbaijan.

Amesty International takes no position on territorial disputes. However,
the organi zati on opposes the death penalty in all cases wi thout reservation
on the grounds that it is a violation of the right to life and the right
not to be subject to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnent or punishnment as
proclained in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts. Anmesty
International is urging the authorities in the self-proclaimed Nagorno-

Kar abakh Republic to conmute the death sentence passed on Yury Viktorovich
Bi | i chenko.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/ express and airmai
letters either in English, Russian or in your own | anguage:

- urging that the death sentence passed on Yury Bilichenko be conmuted;

- urging that everyone sentenced to death be granted the opportunity to
appeal to a court of higher jurisdiction, in accordance with

i nternationally-agreed human rights standards;

- pointing out that Amesty International takes no position on territoria
di sputes, and in this case is concerned solely with the issue of the death
penalty which it opposes in all cases without reservation



APPEALS TO

Karen Baburyan (M)
Speaker of the NKR parlianment
Sal ut ati on: Dear Chairman

Ar kady Gukasyan
Foreign M nister of the NKR
Sal utation: Dear M nister

Owi ng to conmuni cations difficulties with the NKR, these appeals should be
sent care of Manvel Sarkisyan, representative of the NKR to the Arnenian
parliament in Yerevan:

Manvel Sarki syan

Representative of the NKR

to the Armeni an parlianent

Mar shal Bagranyan, 26

375095 Yerevan, Arnenia

Tel egranms: M Sarkisyan, Pred. NKR pri VS Arnenii, 375095 Yerevan, Arnenia
Faxes: + 8852 52 15 81

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

Levon Ter-Petrosyan
Presi dent of Arnenia
Mar shal Bagranyan, 19
375095 Yerevan
Armeni a

Geydar Alireza ogly Aliyev
Presi dent of Azerbaydzhan

ul . Kommuni sti cheskaya, 19
370066 Baky

Azer bai j an

Faxes: + 8922 98 33 39

Leoni d Kravchuk
Presi dent of Ukraine
ul. Kirova, 6

252601 Kiev

Ukr ai ne

and to diplomatic representatives of Arnmenia, Azerbaijan and Ukraine, if
any, accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 16 July 1994.



