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24 March 1995

Further information on UA 29/95 (EUR 56/03/95, 10 February 1995) -
Extrajudicial executions / Fear for safety and new concern: Torture

GEORG A Reports of torture and at |east 10 further deaths (no
nanes known)

Fears for the safety of ethnic Georgians in the disputed region of Abkhazia
continue after reports that at least 10 people were killed and dozens of
others were tortured or ill-treated when Abkhazian mlitia swept through
the Gali district from11l to 16 March 1995.

A spokesman for the United Nations Hi gh Comn ssioner for Refugees reported
that UN doctors had seen at |east 10 bodies, npst of which bore signs of
torture, including pulled fingernails, bad burns and wounds apparently
caused by red-hot bayonets and knives. UN doctors had also treated at

| east 35 people who had suffered simlar types of torture, or had been
severely beaten. Local residents reported finding at |east another six
bodi es and an undeterni ned nunber of people were said to be m ssing.

The attacks were carried out as sonme 400 to 600 mlitianmen took part in
what was descri bed by Abkhazian authorities as an operation to register
Georgi an refugees and | ocate "partisans" who had infiltrated the territory
with them

Hundr eds of thousands of Georgians are estimted to have been displ aced
from Abkhazia during bitter fighting over the disputed region. Snal
nunbers have returned, nostly to the Gali district, am d reports that sone
have suffered reprisals after attacks on Abkhazian forces. |In late
January, for exanple, three nmenbers of one fanmily were said to have been
extrajudicially executed by Abkhazian nmilitia after several of their nen
were killed by unknown assail ants.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egranms/faxes/express and airnai
letters in English, Russian or your own | anguage:

- urging an imedi ate, conprehensive and inpartial investigation into the
reports of killings, torture and other ill-treatnent;

- urging that the results of such an investigation be made public, with any
perpetrators identified brought to justice within the norns of

i nternational |aw,

- urging that all appropriate steps are taken to ensure the security of al
residents, regardl ess of ethnic origin.

APPEALS TO the three officials below, via the Abkhaz press office in
Moscow, who will pass themon (faxes, telegrams and | etters should be sent
via this office):

Rossi yskaya Federatsiya
125252 g. Mdskva

Novo- Peshanaya 16, kv. 69
Press sl uzhba Abkhazi

G ave GULIA T.



Faxes: +7 095 187 49 87 Pl ease note that this is a conbined
t el ephone/ f ax nunber and you may have to ask
for the fax to be switched on.

Tel egrams: Rossiya, 125252 Mskva, Press sluzhba Abkhazi

1. President of Abkhazia, Vladislav Ardzi nba
Respubl i ka Abkhazi a

g. Sukhum

Apparat Prezi denta

Prezi dentu ARDZI NBA B

Sal ut ati on: Dear President

2. Procurator Ceneral of Abkhazia, Arni Dzhergenia
Respubl i ka Abkhazi a

g. Sukhum

Prokuratura Respubli ki Abkhazi a

Gener al nonu prokuroru DZHERGEN A A

Sal utation: Dear Procurator General

3. Head of the Parliamentary Human Rights Conmission in Abkhazia, Natalya
Akaba

Respubl i ka Abkhazi a

g. Sukhum

Lakobi 21

Ver khovny Sovet Respubliki Abkhazia

Kom ssiya po pravam chel oveka

Predsedat el yu AKABA N

Sal utation: Dear Madam

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO
Send these directly to the officials at the addresses provided:

The Pl enipotentiary of the Republic of Abkhazia in Europe, Slava Chirikba
Sl ava Chirikba

Faculty of letters

Uni versity of Leiden

Post bus 9515

NL- 2300 RA Leiden

The Net herl ands

The Chairman of the Parlianment of the Republic of Georgia, Eduard
Shevar dnadze

Respubl i ka Gruziya

380018 g. Thilis

pr. Rustaveli, 8

Par | ament Respubli ki Gruziya

Predsedat el yu SHEVARDNADZE E

The Chairman of the Georgian State Committee for Human Rights, Al eksandr
Kavsadze

Respubl i ka Gruziya

380018 g. Thilis

pr. Rustaveli, 8

Kom tet zashchity prav chel oveka




Predsedat el yu KAVSADZE A.

and to diplomatic representatives of Georgia, if any, accredited to your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 12 May 1995.



