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UA 413/92 Possi bl e Extrajudicial Executions /
Fear of Extrajudicial Executions 23 Decenber 1992

TADZHI KI STAN: Suspect ed nenbers of the opposition
fromthe Pamr and Garmregi ons

Amesty International is concerned by reports that tens of unarned
civilians suspected of supporting the opposition have been extrajudicially
executed in the Tadzhi k capital of Dushanbe in recent weeks by forces |oya
to the pro-communi st government. Ammesty International fears that nore
peopl e may be targeted and killed in this way.

A civil war has been raging in Tadzhi ki stan since May 1992. CGovernnent
forces entered Dushanbe at the beginning of this nmonth, after fierce
fighting. Since then a nunber of deliberate and arbitrary killings have
been reported anong people fromthe Panmir and Garm regi ons of the country,
areas believed by governnent supporters to be centres of opposition forces.

In one such incident outside the cinema "Tadzhi ki stan" on 15 Decenber 1992,
armed people in the uniformof the Mnistry of Internal Affairs are said to
have stopped buses and separated out Tadzhik citizens whose place of birth
was listed in their passports as being in the Pamir or Garmregions.

Twenty people so identified were ordered to nove to mlitary vehicles and,
when they refused, were reportedly shot dead on the spot. The previous day
two people were said to have been shot dead in Circus Square after a
simlar passport check. In an undated incident, unofficial sources also
report that Miusa Isa, who canme fromthe Panir region and was | eader of an
opposi tion novenent, has been killed. He was said to have been taken off a
troll eybus by nen in an arnmoured personnel carrier and placed under arrest,
but his body was found on the street the next day.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

A civil war has been raging in Tadzhi ki stan since May 1992, when riva
denonstrations by supporters and opponents of President Rakhnmon Nabiyev, a
former | eader of Tadzhikistan's Communi st Party, erupted into arned
conflict in Dushanbe. This forced the President to include representatives
of the opposition Denocratic Party and |slam ¢ Renai ssance Party in a
coalition government. Thereafter, the centre of conflict shifted to the
south of the country, where armed groups were divided along both politica
and clan lines. Fighting escalated after President Nabiyev was forced by
hi s opponents to resign in Septenber, and in late October forces loyal to
the ousted President briefly occupied central Dushanbe before being
expel l ed by forces Ioyal to the government of acting President Akbarsho

| skandarov. |In an attenpt to stop the civil war that governnent resigned
in Novenber and a special session of Tadzhikistan's parlianment, stil



comuni st dom nated, was convened in the northern city of Khodzhent. This
di smi ssed | skandarov and installed Imamali Rakhnmonov as chairman of
parliament and head of state. Forces apparently supporting the Islamc

el enents in the outgoing government refused to relinquish control of
Dushanbe, which was being besi eged by forces fromthe south of the country
| oyal to the new governnent created by the Khodzhent neeting. After fierce
street battles the city fell on 10 Decenber 1992.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/ express and airmai
letters either in English, Russian or in your own | anguage:
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- expressing concern at the reported extrajudicial executions of unarned
civilians on the basis of their place of birth;
- urging a full and inpartial investigation into all such incidents, the
fi ndi ngs of which should be nmade public and the perpetrators brought to
justice within the norms of international |aw,
- urging the government to take all necessary neasures to ensure that
forces under its control are aware of, and conformto, internationa
standards on the use of force.

APPEALS TO

1) Chairman of the Supreme Council |mamali Rakhnmanov

Respubl i ka Tadzhi ki st an

g. Dushanbe

Ver khovny sovet Respubliki Tadzhi ki stan

Predsedat el yu Rakhmanovu |

Tel egrams: Tadzhi ki stan, Dushanbe, Predsedatel yu VS Rakhmanovu |
Faxes: + 3772 22 69 71

Sal ut ati on: Dear Chairman

2) Procurator General of Tadzhikistan Solidzhon Dzhurayev
Respubl i ka Tadzhi ki st an

g. Dushanbe

Prokuratura Respubli ki Tadzhi ki stan

Gener al nonu Prokuroru Dzhurayevu S.

Tel egrams: Tadzhi ki stan, Dushanbe, Gen. Prokuroru Dzhurayevu S.

Sal ut ati on: Dear Procurator

3) Acting Mnister of Internal Affairs Gul dastasho Inronshoyev
Respubl i ka Tadzhi ki st an

g. Dushanbe

MWD Respubli ki Tadzhi ki stan

.0 Mnistra Inmronshoyevu G

Tel egranms: Tadzhi ki stan, Dushanbe, MVD, M nistru | nronshoyevu

Sal utation: Dear M nister
COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

M ni ster of Defence Maj.-Gen. Farouk Rakhmanov
Respubl i ka Tadzhi ki st an

g. Dushanbe

M ni sterstvo Oborony

M ni st ru Rakhmanovu F.




M nister of Foreign Affairs Khudoberdi Kaliknazarov
Respubl i ka Tadzhi ki st an

g. Dushanbe

M D Respubli ki Tadzhi ki stan

M ni stru Kal i knazarovu Kh.

Faxes: + 3772 23 29 64

Chairman of Parlianentary Conmi ssion for Legislation,
Law and Human Ri ghts Abdul | o Khabi bov

Respubl i ka Tadzhi ki st an

g. Dushanbe

Konmm si ya po zakonodat el stvu, pravu

i poryadku i po pravam chel oveka pr

Ver khovnom Sovet e Respubli ki Tadzhi ki stan
Predsedat el yu Khabi bovu A

and to diplomatic representatives of Tadzhi ki stan accredited to your
country (these are usually to be found at the Enbassy of the Russian
Federation, the fornmer Sovi et Enbassy).

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 3 February 1993.



