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TADZHI KI STAN M rzo SALI MOV, journalist
(2?2?2772 ?2?2?27?2?2?? in cyrillic)

Mrzo Salinov, an opposition journalist, has "di sappeared” in Tadzhiki stan
He was arrested on 1 May 1995 at a nmarket in the town of G ssar by people
in uniforns who forced himat gunpoint into a car. Eyew tnesses reported
that Mrzo Salinov's abductors shouted at him "You are an eneny of the
peopl e! We have been | ooking for you for a long tinme!"

On applying to the |l ocal police for information about his whereabouts,
Mrzo Salinmov's famly was referred to the Mnistry of Security, which
referred the fanmily back to the police. On 9 May the fam |y was infornmed
by an official of the Mnistry of Internal Affairs, which is responsible
for the police, that there was no i nformati on about Mrzo Salinov's case.
Since then unofficial sources have continued to allege that Mrzo Sali nov
is in the custody of officials of the Mnistry of Security in the capital
Dushanbe.

Fromearly 1993 Mrzo Salinmov lived in exile in Russia, and was a
correspondent for the Moscow based opposition newspaper Charogi Ruz (Light
of the Day). He returned to Tadzhi ki stan around six nonths before he

"di sappeared".

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Civil war in Tadzhikistan in 1992 left at |east 20,000 people dead, and
appal l ing human rights abuses are alleged to have been conmitted by al

si des, including nunmerous enforced "di sappearances” which renmin

unresol ved. Opposing forces in the civil war were organi zed al ong regi ona
and clan as well as political lines. After the governnment |ed by | manali
Rakhnmonov took power in late 1992 the opposition fled into exile, and its
arnmed forces thereafter waged an insurgency from bases in Afghani stan.

Si nce 1994 negoti ati ons have been under way to try to find a | asting
political settlenent to the conflict.

Since 1992 sonme 27 journalists have been nurdered or have "di sappeared" in
Tadzhi ki stan. Sone of the killings appear to have been the work of pro-
governnment forces and others the work of the arned opposition

The nedia in Tadzhikistan is fully under government control. |In August
1994 two Tadzhi k journalists were briefly detained in Dushanbe for
possessi ng the newspaper Charogi Ruz. They were prisoners of conscience.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/express/airnmail letters either
in Russian, English or in your own | anguage:

- calling on the authorities to clarify the whereabouts of Mrzo Salinov,
and, if he is in detention, to release himimediately if he is not to be
charged with a recogni zably crimnal offence;

- calling on the authorities to guarantee the physical safety and well -
being of Mrzo Salinobv, noting that the victins of "di sappearance" are
especially vulnerable to torture or extrajudicial execution.



APPEALS TO

1. The President of Tadzhikistan, Imanmali Rakhnonov

Respubl i ka Tadzhi ki st an

g. Dushanbe

Apparat Prezi denta

Prezi dentu Rakhnonovu

Tel egrans: Tadzhi ki stan, Dushanbe, apparat Prezidenta, Prezidentu
Rakhnmonovu | . Sh.

Sal utation: Dear President Rakhnonov

2. The Mnister of Security, Saydam r Zukhurov

Respubl i ka Tadzhi ki st an

g. Dushanbe

M ni sterstvo bezopasnosti

M ni stru Zukhurovu S.

Tel egrans: Tadzhi ki stan, Dushanbe, M nisterstvo bezopasnosti, Mnistru
Zukhur ovu S.

Sal utation: Dear M nister

3. The Mnister of Internal Affairs, Yakub Salinov
Respubl i ka Tadzhi ki st an

g. Dushanbe

MWD

M ni stru Salinovu Ya.

Tel egranms: Tadzhi ki stan, Dushanbe, MVD, M nistru Salinovu Ya.
Sal utation: Dear Mnister

4. The Procurator General, Manmadnazar Salikhov

Respubl i ka Tadzhi ki st an

734022 Dushanbe

prospekt S. Sherozi, 4

Prokuratura Respubl i ki

Gener al nonu prokuroru Sal i khovu M

Tel egranms: Tadzhi ki stan, Dushanbe, General nonu prokuroru Sali khovu M
Sal utation: Dear Procurator Genera

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

The Mnister of Foreign Affairs of Tadzhikistan, Tal bak Nazarov
Respubl i ka Tadzhi ki st an

734051 Dushanbe

M D

M ni stru Nazarovu T.

Faxes: (+7 3772) 23 29 64 or 21 02 59

and to diplomatic representatives of Tadzhi ki stan accredited to your
country, where these exist.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 12 July 1995.



