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UA 07/00 Fear for safety / |ncomuni cado detention/
Possi bl e prisoner of conscience 11 January 2000
TURKMENI STAN Nur ber di NURMAMEDOV, aged 57
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Ammesty International is concerned for the safety of opposition activist
Nur ber di  Nur manmedov, reportedly detained i ncommuni cado on charges
fabricated to punish himfor his peaceful political activities.

Nur ber di Nur manmedov, co-chairman of the opposition novenent Agzybirlik, was
arrested on 5 January 2000 at his house in the Turkmen capital, Ashgabat.
Ten men in plain clothes, reportedly K& officers, searched his house and
arrested himwi thout a warrant, and took himand his two sons to the

Ahal skiy vel ayat police station. Hs sons were questioned and then

rel eased.

Nur ber di Nur mamedov went on hunger-strike imediately after his arrest. He
is reported to be in the K@ prison in Ashgabat, with no access to a

| awyer, but his family have not been able to confirm his whereabouts.
Ammesty International knows of other prisoners who have been ill-treated in
i nconmuni cado pre-trial detention

Nur ber di Nurmanmedov is charged with “threatening to nurder” and
“hool i ganisni (Articles 116 and 279,2 of the Crimnal Code of

Tur kmeni stan). The alleged victimof the first charge has witten a
statenent denying that the accusations are true. Amesty International has
recorded cases where criminal charges have apparently been fabricated to
puni sh peopl e for non-viol ent opposition to the governmnent.

Nur ber di Nur mamedov has been repeatedly detained and fined over the past
few years for his political activity. He is one of the few opposition
figures in Turkmenistan to openly criticize President Saparmurat N yazov's
politics. In Decenber 1999 he announced that Agzybirlik would boycott the
parliamentary el ections on 12 Decenber, calling them “undenocratic”. He
also criticized President N yazov's appointnent as “President for Life” on
28 Decenber 1999

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Si nce Turkneni stan gai ned i ndependence in 1991, its political climte has
stifled fundanental human rights. The government nakes no secret of its
di srespect for international human rights nornms, arguing that certain

i ndividual rights and freedons are expendabl e because they threaten the

i mpl ement ation of policies intended to resolve the country’s social and
econom c problens within the first decade of independence.

Ammesty International has recorded a pattern of human rights violations by
t he Tur kmeni stan government. These include the sentencing of government
opponents to long prison terns on apparently fabricated crimnal charges;

the arrest and ill-treatnment of people involved in organized or spontaneous
anti-governnent protests; apparently unwarranted incarceration of
opposition activists in psychiatric hospitals; and ill-treatnment by police
in prisons.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
Russi an, English or your own | anguage:
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- expressing concern at the arrest of Nurberdi Nurmamedov on 5 January;

- urging that he be protected fromill-treatment and all owed i medi ate
access to his famly and | egal representatives;

- noting that the Turkneni stan governnent has been known to fabricate
crimnal charges agai nst people, apparently to punish themfor non-viol ent
opposition to the governnent, and that such people would therefore be
prisoners of conscience;

- stating that if he is detained solely for exercising his fundanental
right to freedom of opinion and expression, Nurberdi Nurnmanedov shoul d be
rel eased i medi ately and unconditionally.

APPEALS TO (Pl ease note that fax nunbers can be difficult to obtain. If a
voi ce answers, repeat 'fax' until connected)

1. President of Turkneni stan, Saparnmurad Atayevich N YAZOV

Tur krreni st an

744000 g. Ashgabat

Apparat Prezidenta

Prezi dentu Nl YAZOW S. A

Faxes: + 993 12 25 51 12 (it can be difficult to get a connection)
Tel egrans: Tur kmeni st an, 744000 Ashgabat, Prezi dentu N yazovu

Sal ut ation: Dear President N yazov

2. Procurator General of Turkneni stan, Qurbanbibi ATAYANOVA (Vb)

Tur krreni st an

g. Ashgabat

ul. Seidi, 4

Pr okur at ura Tur kneni st ana

Gener al nomu prokur oru ATAYANOVOY G

Faxes: + 993 12 35 44 82 (it can be difficult to get a connection)

Tel egrans: Tur kmeni st an, Ashgabat, Prokuratura, Gen. prokuroru Atayanovoy
Sal utation: Dear Procurator General

3. Chairnman of the Suprene Court of Turkneni stan, Ysa RAKHMANOV

Tur krreni st an

744000 Ashgabat

pr ospekt Saparmurad Tur kmenbashi, 18

Ver khovny Sud Turkneni st ana

Pr edsedat el yu RAKHVANOVU Y.

Tel egrans:  Tur kmeni st an, 744000 Ashgabat, Verkhovny sud, Predsedatel yu
Rakhnonovu

Sal utation: Dear Chairnman

COPI ES TO

M nister of Foreign Affairs of Turknenistan, Boris SH KHWRADOV

Tur kneni st an

744000 g. Ashgabat

pr. Magtynguly, 83

M ni st erstvo i nostrannykh

del Turkmeni st ana

M ni stru SH KHWRADOVU B

Faxes: + 993 12 51 14 30 (it can be difficult to get a connection)

Anbassador of Turknmeni stan in Mdscow, N yazklych NURKLYCHEV
Rossi ya




g. Moskva

ul . Aksakova, 22

Posol st vo Tur kneni st ana

Posl u NURKLYCHEVU N.

Faxes: + 7 095 291 09 35

and to diplonatic representatives of Turkneni stan accredited to your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 22 February 2000.



