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Further information on UA 07/00 (EUR 61/01/00, 11 January 2000) - Fear for

safety, and new concern: prisoner of conscience / unfair trial / harsh
pri son conditions

TURKMENI STAN Nur ber di NURMAMEDOV ((???????? ?2?2?2???????), aged 57

On 25 February 2000, Nurberdi Nurmanedov was sentenced to five years in
prison on charges of “hooliganisni. Amesty International believes that the
systematic ill-treatment of prisoners in Turknenistan and the harsh prison
condi tions might place Nurberdi Nurmanmedov's life in danger

Nur ber di Nur manmedov, co-chair of the opposition novenent Agzybirlik, was
sentenced by G yaversky District Court in Anau, near to the capita
Ashgabat. His family intend to appeal. H s 25-year-old son, Mirad

Nur manmedov, was sentenced at the sane trial to two years' inprisonnent on
charges of "hooliganismconmmitted with dangerous weapons" (Art. 279.3). He
is currently not detained, but on 18 January the police nade himsign a
witten undertaking that he will not |eave Ashgabat.

The charges brought against the two men reportedly relate to threats nade
by Nurberdi Nurpmanmedov and his son to a | ong-standi ng acquai ntance during a
quarrel over land. The man allegedly threatened by themis reported to have
said, however, that it was a verbal dispute only and opposed the crimna
char ges brought agai nst them

Ammesty International believes that Nurberdi Nurmamedov is a prisoner of
consci ence detai ned sol ely because of his peaceful opposition activities -
he is one of the few opposition figures to openly criticize President
Saparmurad N yazov’'s poli cies.

Represent ati ves of foreign enbassies and the O ganization for Security and
Co-operation in Europe who were invited to attend the trial were not given
access to the courtroom Oficials clained it was too full but famly
nmenbers dispute this. In addition Nurberdi Nurmamedov's | awer reportedly
left the courtroom before the case had concluded. Another anomaly of the
trial also included a prosecution w tness who claimed he was forced to sign
an incrimnating statenent which had been prepared by the prosecutor

Nur ber di Nur mamedov has reportedly been taken to Tedzhen prison near
Ashgabat. He is apparently no | onger on hunger strike.

FURTHER RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airnail
letters in Russian or in your own |anguage:

- expressing grave concern that Nurberdi Nurmanedov has been sentenced to
five years in prison;

- saying that you believe himto be a prisoner of conscience inprisoned
solely for his peaceful opposition activities;

- calling for his inmediate and unconditional release;

- expressing concern at allegations that he did not receive a fair trial
according to international standards;

- urging that he be protected fromill-treatnment while in detention
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APPEALS TO (Pl ease note that fax nunbers are difficult to obtain. If a
voi ce answers, repeat 'fax' until connected; otherwise it is advisable to
| eave your fax machine on auto-redial).

President of Turkneni stan, Saparnurad Atayevich N YAZOV

Tur krreni st an

744000 g. Ashgabat

Apparat Prezidenta

Prezi dentu NI YAZOWU S. A

Tur krreni st an

Tel egrans: Prezidentu N yazovu, 744000 Ashgabat, Turknenistan
Faxes: + 993 12 35 51 12

Sal ut ation: Dear President N yazov

Procurator General of Turkneni stan, QGurbanbi bi ATAYANOVA (Ms)

Tur krreni st an

g. Ashgabat

ul. Seidi, 4

Pr okur at ura Tur knmeni st ana

Gener al nomu prokur oru ATAYANOVOY G

Tur krreni st an

Tel egrans: CGen. prokuroru Atayanovoy, Prokuratura, Ashgabat, Turknenistan
Faxes: + 993 12 35 44 82

Sal utation: Dear Procurator General

Chai rman of the Suprenme Court of Turkneni stan, Ysa RAKHMANOV

Tur krreni st an

744000 Ashgabat

pr ospekt Saparmurad Tur kmenbashi, 18

Ver khovny Sud Turkneni st ana

Pr edsedat el yu RAKHVANOVU .

Tur krreni st an

Tel egrans: Predsedat el yu Rakhnmonovu, Verkhovny sud, 744000 Ashgabat,
Tur krreni st an

Sal utation: Dear Chairnman

COPI ES TO

M ni ster of Foreign Affairs of Turknenistan, Boris SH KHWRADOV
Tur kneni st an

744000 g. Ashgabat

pr. Magtynguly, 83

M ni st erstvo i nostrannykh

del Turkneni st ana

M ni stru SH KHWRADOVU B

Tur kneni st an

Faxes: + 993 12 51 14 30

Anbassador of Turknenistan in Mscow, N yazklych NURKLYCHEV
Rossi ya

g. Moskva

ul . Aksakova, 22

Posol st vo Tur kneni st ana

Posl u NURKLYCHEVU N

Russi a

Faxes: + 7 095 291 09 35



and to diplonatic representatives of Turkneni stan accredited to your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 11 April 2000.



