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UA 365/ 94 Ill-treatnent / Fear of ill-treatnent 4 Cctober 1994

CROATI A Zor an Pusi ¢
Kazimir Mculinié¢
Ms Mculini¢ (nother of Kazimir)
Vesna Bernadi ¢
and ot hers

On 27 Septenber 1994, in what is energing as a pattern of police violence
agai nst people being evicted fromflats fornerly owned by the Yugosl av
National Arny (YNA), those |listed above were reportedly kicked and punched
by police after they refused to obey police orders to |leave a flat in
Zagreb. Ammesty International fears that others will be ill-treated in
future evictions, nore of which are expected in Zagreb on 3 and 7 Oct ober.
In addition, a speaker for the Croatian Mnistry of Defence has reportedly
announced that there will be a further 3,000 evictions.

Over the past two years Amesty International has received reports from
Croatia of police having beaten or otherwise ill-treated people while
evicting themfromflats fornerly owned by the YNA. There has been

i ncreasingly sharp confrontation between the authorities and human rights
activists who claimthat these evictions are ill egal

The incident on 27 Septenber involved some 60 people, including human
rights activists (Zoran Pusi ¢ is president of the Citizens' Comittee for
Human Ri ghts and Vesna Bernadi ¢ is vice-president of "Home", an association
for the protection of those threatened with eviction), menbers of
opposition parties, journalists, friends and nei ghbours. They had gathered
inthe flat with the aimof preventing, non-violently, the forcible
eviction of the famly living there. The famly reportedly consisted of a
single mother, who had worked as a nurse in a mlitary hospital for 15
years, and her two children.

It is reported that several of those beaten by police suffered injuries;
Zoran Pusi ¢ suffered injuries to his neck; Kazimr Mculini¢ had two ribs
broken, while his nother suffered a fracture to one of the vertebrae in her
neck. Vesna Bernadi ¢ and others were severely bruised. |In addition, 10 or
11 protesters, the npjority of whom are human rights activists, were
briefly detained at a police station. The police have since rel eased an
official statement that sunmary proceedi ngs have been started agai nst Zoran
Pusi ¢, Kazimr Mculinié¢, Vjekoslav Magas and Vesna Bernadi ¢ on charges of
insulting officials in the performance of their duties, and agai nst seven
other protesters for refusing to | eave the flat.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Prior to Croatia's independence and the war in Croatia, the YNA reportedly
owned around 38,000 flats in Croatia. After the departure of the YNA nany
residents of these flats remai ned, including pensioners, nedical staff who
worked in mlitary hospitals and other enployees of the YNA. Under the
present |aws, they retain their rights as | easehol ders. However, the
Croati an Governnent announced in 1991 that these flats henceforward

bel onged to the Republic of Croatia and were at the disposal of the

M ni stry of Defence. Since 1992 the governnent has been evicting

| easehol ders on the pretext that the flats are needed for Croatian



mlitary, war invalids and wi dows, while claimng that their tenants are
traitors and Serbian extrem sts. (In fact, |easehol ders who have been
evi cted have reportedly included people who are not Serbs.)

According to "Antiwar Canpaign Croatia", a |local peace and human rights
organi zation, human rights activists have attenpted, with sonme success, to
resi st evictions non-violently, by ensuring that many people are present
when police conme to carry out evictions and that there are witnesses to any
vi ol ence used by police. Recently Vesna Bernadi ¢ and anot her woman hunman
rights activist went on a 10-day hunger-strike in protest after a worman who
was ei ght nonths pregnant and her famly were evicted froma flat.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans, faxes and airmail letters in
English, German, Italian or French or in your own | anguage:

- noting that over the past two years Amesty International has received a
nunber of allegations that police have beaten or otherwise ill-treated
people while evicting themfromflats formerly owned by the Yugosl av
Nat i onal Arny;

- expressing concern about the nost recently reported incident on 27

Sept enber 1994 in which police in Zagreb beat and injured the above persons
and others while carrying out the eviction of a famly froma flat;

- urging the authorities to institute an inpartial and independent

i nvestigation into these reports and to nake public its findings;

- urging that any police officer found to be responsible for having beaten
or otherwise ill-treated these people be brought to justice;

- urging that police be required to respect international standards for |aw
enforcenent, in particular the United Nations Code of Conduct for Law

Enf orcement Officials.

APPEALS TO

(Prime Mnister)

M Nikica

Predsj edni k vl ade Republi ke Hrvatske

Trg Stjepana Radi ¢a 7

41000 Zagreb, Croatia

Faxes: +385 41 277 082

Tel egranms: Prine Mnister Valenti ¢, Zagreb, Croatia
Sal utation: Dear Prine Mnister

(Mnister of Internal Affairs)

M lvan Jarnj ak

M ni st ar

M ni starstvo za unutradnje poslove Republike Hrvatske

Savska cesta 39

41000 Zagreb, Croatia

Faxes: +385 41 443 715 or +385 41 443 277

Tel egrams: M nister Jarnjak, Internal Affairs, Zagreb, Croatia
Sal utation: Dear M nister

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

(Mnister of Foreign Affairs)

Dr Mate Grani ¢

M ni st ar

M ni starstvo vanj ski h posl ova Republi ke Hrvat ske



Vi soka 22
41000 Zagreb, Croatia

Antiwar Canpaign Croatia
Tkal ci ceva 38
41000 Zagreb, Croatia

and to diplomatic representatives of Croatia accredited to your country

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 15 Novenber 1994.



