EXTERNAL Al I ndex: EUR 64/09/95
5 Cct ober 1995

Further information on UA 220/95 (EUR 64/05/95, 15 Septenber) - Fear of
ill-treatnment / Fear of extrajudicial execution

CROATI A Serbs in areas retaken by Croatian Forces

Ammesty International is still gravely concerned for the safety of Serbs
remaining in the Krajina, as reports continue of extrajudicial executions,
ill-treatnent and acts of intimdation perpetrated agai nst them by Croatian
forces. This concern is further heightened by the poor security conditions
in the area.

An Ammesty International del egation which recently visited the area around
the town of Knin found the small and largely elderly Serbian popul ation
living in an situation of fear and great insecurity. In nost villages,
substanti al nunbers of houses have been burnt by soldiers or rendered

uni nhabitable. In some cases the residents are |living anpbng rotting ani ma
carcasses and even human corpses. The residents reported a continuing
presence of soldiers or arned civilians and very infrequent patrols by
civilian police, a situation also apparent to the Amesty Internationa
del egation. The absence of tel ephones and private or public transport
nmeans that they are dependent on the United Nations (UN) presence in the
area to report incidents.

The npst serious recent incident occurred on 28 Septenber when nine or nore
ethnic Serbs, aged between 66 and 84, were killed by three or four nmen in
mlitary uniforns in the village of Varivode. UN personnel who went to

i nvestigate reportedly found ei ght houses in the village spattered with

bl ood and a 15-netre trail of blood near another house. Blood stains were
found on the wall of another house with fragnments of human hair and skin.
The nanes of nine people fromthe village have been found on recent graves
in the Knin cenetery, 25 kilometres fromthe town.

Anmong incidents reported to the Amesty International del egati on was one of
an 82-year-old woman fromthe Mokro Polje area near Knin. On 18 Septenber
four men wearing green mlitary unifornms cane into her house. One soldier
pushed the barrel of his rifle against her |lips and shouted to her to open
her mouth. After she pushed the barrel away a second held a knife to her
throat and demanded noney. Meanwhile the other two nen searched her house

| ooking for things to steal, but found nothing they wanted to take. On or
around the sanme day another wonan of the sane age reported that she was
made to strip naked at knife-point in her hone by a single canoufl age-

uni formed sol di er who demanded noney.

In the ham et of StoliEi near Knin an 84-year-old, partially deaf and blind
man told Amesty International that on 12 Septenber two arnmed Croatian

sol diers canme to his house and asked whether he had any weapons. As they

| eft they threw hand grenades into the house while he was inside. One

expl oded in the kitchen, causing himlight injuries, another in the hall
and a third in the bathroom

These reports of intimdation and killings come on top of nany others
reported to UN personnel, Amesty International and other |ocal and

i nternational organizations visiting the area. Bodies of people with

i ndi cations that they were unlawfully killed, such as bullet wounds to the
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head or knife wounds to the throat, continue to be discovered in ones and
twos. It is difficult to establish when some of these killings occurred.
Many appear to have occurred during the initial mlitary action in early
August, but others, such as the incident in Varivode have occurred nore
recently.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/ airmnai
letters in English, German, Italian, French or in your own | anguage:

- expressing concern about the continued reports that nmenbers of the
Croatian arned forces may have committed extrajudicial executions, citing
the exanmples of the killings in Varivode;

- expressing further concern about the continued harassnent and ill -
treatment of ethnic Serbs by nenbers of the Croatian Arnmed forces, citing
the exanples of the man in StoliEi and the woman in Mkro Polje;

- calling on the authorities to issue strict orders to soldiers and police
to refrain fromacts of intimdation against civilians;

- calling for urgent steps to inprove the security situation for the
remai ni ng Serbian population in the former UN Protected Areas Sectors North
and South, by drastically increasing the civilian police presence, and by
ensuring that all individuals are given effective and visible protection

- calling for thorough, inpartial and independent investigations to be
carried out into any allegations of human rights violations which have been
perpetrated and for those suspected of perpetrating such violations to be
brought to justice.

APPEALS TO

(Mnister of Internal Affairs)

M lvan Jarnj ak

M ni st ar

M ni starstvo za unutradnje poslove Republike Hrvatske
Savska cesta 39

10000 Zagreb

Croatia

Tel egranms: M nistar za unutrasnje poslove, Zagreb, Croatia
Faxes: +385 1 443 715

Sal utation: Dear M nister

(M nister of Defence)

M  Goj ko SuSak

M ni starstvo za narodnu obranu Republi ke Hrvatske

Trg Kralja KreSimra IV 1

10000 Zagreb

Croatia

Tel egranms: M nistar za narodnu obranu, Zagreb, Croatia
Faxes: +385 1 432 415; +385 1 4550 236

Sal utation: Dear M nister

(Deputy-Prenmier - Deputy President of the Croatian Governnent, responsible
for Human Ri ghts | ssues)

Dr Ivica KostoviE

Zamj eni k Predsj edni ka vl ade Republi ke Hrvatske

Trg Stjepana Radi Ea 7

10000 Zagreb

Croatia

Tel egrans: Zanj eni k Predsj edni ka, Zagreb, Croatia



Faxes: +385 1 4550 284
Sal utation: Dear M nister

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of Croatia accredited to your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 20 Novenber 1995.



