EXTERNAL Al I ndex: EUR 64/13/95

EXTRA 147/ 95 Fear of refoulenent / 1l -treatnment 24 Novenber 1995

CROATI A Musl i m refugees in Kupl ensko

Ammesty International is concerned by continuing reports of the refoul enent
of nmenbers of a group of nore than 20,000 Muslimrefugees from Bosni a-

Her zegovi na who are in a collection centre around Kupl ensko, south of
VojniE in Croatia. Sone have been ill-treated by the Croatian police.

In recent weeks small nunbers of nen have been taken fromthe canp by
param litary Croatian Special Police units guarding it. Some were beaten by
the police before being handed over to the Bosnian authorities who then
nmobi i zed them Around 6 Novenber 1995, 32 nen were forcibly returned to
Bosni a- Her zegovina in this manner after a disturbance in the canp.

The Croatian authorities have refused to formally grant them refugee status
and have nade it clear that they want themto return as soon as possible.
Ammesty International fears that the authorities will continue to forcibly
return refugees and seek to increase pressure on themto return.

The Croatian and Bosnian authorities have made several agreenents on the
return of these people in conjunction with Fikret Abdi E, the rebel Mislim
| eader who previously controlled Velika KladuSa. One of the agreenents
foresees the establishnent of a special zone around Velika Kl adusa which
will be policed jointly by officers of the Bosnian Federation, Croatia and
Tur key.

The | atest agreenent, which was nmade in Dayton, OChio, USA on 15 Novenber
provides for their return to begin i mediately upon the arrival of the
Croatian and Turkish police in Velika Kl aduSa and for it to be carried out
in the "shortest period of time". Ammesty International is particularly
concerned that the agreenent nmakes no provision for consideration of
requests for protection by individuals who may fear human rights abuses
upon their return. The agreenent fails to guarantee the invol venent of

i nternational agencies such as the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) in monitoring their return. It also fails to provide that
returns should be carried out in accordance with international standards
and, specifically, the requirenent that repatriation nust be voluntary in
each individual case, is not nmentioned. Forcible return of refugees is in
breach of international law, in particular the 1951 Convention Relating to
the Status of Refugees.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The refugees arrived in the Kupl ensko/Vojni E area in early August 1995
after fleeing fromthe area of Velika Kl aduSa i n nei ghbouring Bosni a-

Her zegovi na. Vel i ka Kl aduSa was previously under the control of arned
forces led by the rebel Muslimleader, Fikret Abdi E, who had broken with
the Governnent in Sarajevo in 1993 and nade a separate peace deal with
rebel Serb forces in Bosnia. After being pushed out of the area into what
was then Serbian-controlled Croatia in autum 1994 by the Bosnian Arny, his
forces and the civilian refugees returned in early 1995 before being pushed
out again in August 1995. This tinme the neighbouring area of Croatia had
been retaken by the Croatian Arnmy and the area was under Croatian
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The Croatian authorities initially restricted access to the refugees by

i nternational organizations. A collection centre was established in the
area where the refugees had arrived. Conditions in the canp are extrenely
primtive, but the Croatian authorities have reportedly used bureaucratic
obstacles to hinder international organi zations seeking to inprove
conditions and make it possible for refugees to survive the wi nter weather
These neasures have apparently been used to discourage the refugees from
remai ni ng. Former Abdi E soldiers are anpbng the group, some who remain | oya
to himhave reportedly intimdated other refugees and still have weapons
hi dden in the canp.

A program of voluntary return of the refugees under the supervision of the
UNHCR has recently conmenced and nore than 1,500 people have so far
returned voluntarily.

There are nore than 230,000 refugees in Croatia as well as some 230, 000

di spl aced persons. In recent nonths Croatia has frequently breached its

obl i gations under the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of refugees by
forcibly returning refugees to Bosni a- Herzegovi na.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmai
letters in English, German, French or your own | anguage:

- stating that you aware that the Croatian authorities are forcibly
returning Muslimrefugees fromthe Velika KladuSa area currently in the
Kupl ensko area to Bosni a- Her zegovi na and that refugees have been beaten by
Croatian Special Police officers;

- reminding themthat Croatia is a party to the 1951 Convention relating to
the Status of Refugees and is obliged not to forcibly return any person to
a country where he or she risks serious human rights violations;

- demandi ng assurances that no individuals will be forcibly returned to
Bosni a- Her zegovi na wi t hout an individual procedure to determ ne the risk of
human ri ghts abuses which each person nay face, if returned,

- urging that the Croatian authorities cooperate fully with internationa
agenci es seeking to inprove conditions for refugees around Kupl ensko so as
to help to ensure that all returns are voluntary;

- calling for action to be taken to ensure that refugees are not ill-
treated by Special Police or other officers.

APPEALS TO

(Mnister of Internal Affairs)

M lvan Jarnjak, Mnistar

M ni starstvo za unutradnje poslove Republike Hrvatske
Savska cesta 39

11000 Zagreb, CROATIA

Tel egranms: M nistar za unutrasnje poslove, Zagreb, Croatia
Faxes: +385 1 443 715

Sal utation: Dear M nister

(Deputy-Prem er - Responsible for humanitarian affairs)

Dr Ivica KostoviE

Zamj eni k Predsj edni ka vl ade Republi ke Hrvatske

Trg Stjepana Radi Ea 7

10000 Zagreb, CROATIA

Faxes: +385 1 4550 284

Tel egrams: Dr Kostovi E, Zanjenik Predsjedni ka VI ade, Zagreb, Croatia



Sal utation: Dear M nister

(Head of the President's Cabinet)
Hrvoj e SariniE

Sef kabi neta Predsjedni ka RH

Pant ovOak 241

10000 Zagreb, CROATIA

Faxes: +385 1 456 5208

Tel egrans: Sarinic, Zagreb, Croatia
Sal utation: Dear M SariniE

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of CROATIA accredited to your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 25 Decenber 1995.



