EXTERNAL Al I ndex: EUR 70/28/96

This is alimted action. Please restrict appeals to 20
per Section. 1 October 1996

Further information on EXTRA 150/96 (EUR 70/21/96, 25 Septenber 1996) -
Ill-treatnment / Possible refoul enent

FEDERAL REPUBLI C OF YUGOSLAVI A Xhaf er Bardiq
new nanes: Fl ori m Hoxha, aged 24
Ami r Brugzahi (possibly incorrect
spel | i ng)

Ammesty International has received further reports that ethnic Al banians
who have been forcibly returned from Germany to the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avia (FRY), or have returned voluntarily after their requests for
asyl um were refused, have been ill-treated by police.

Amesty International has no further information about Xhafer Bardiqi, who
was returned to Kosovo province from Frankfurt, Germany, on 16 Septenber
1996 after being denied asylumthere (see original EXTRA), but the

organi zati on has | earned of another possibly sinmlar case. Florim Hoxha,
fromBel anica village, was reportedly ill-treated by police in Kosovo
province after being forcibly returned to the FRY by the German authorities
who had refused his request for asylum According to a report in the |oca
Al bani an press, FlorimHoxha was arrested by the Gernman police, w thout
prior warning, at home on 14 Septenber 1996 in Stuttgart and together with
several other young ethnic Al bani ans was deported to the FRY. At Pristina
airport they were reportedly ill-treated by police who confiscated 400 DM
fromFlori m Hoxha. He was ordered to report to the police station in his
birthplace, but due to a death in the fanmly, failed to do so. Two days

| ater, police from Suva Reka canme to his honme and took himto the police
station for questioning. He was again detained for questioning on 19

Sept enber and on this occasion was physically ill-treated. He was
guestioned about the political activities of ethnic Al banians in Gernany.
He has since been ordered to report to the police on two further occasions.

In anot her case, Anmir Brugzahi from Slatina (Vitina conmune) in Kosovo
provi nce, whose request for asylum had been refused by the Gernman
authorities, reportedly decided voluntarily to return to Kosovo on 15
Septenber. He had allegedly been told that the German authorities had

recei ved guarantees fromthe Serbian authorities that he would not be ill-
treated on return. According to his account, he was held from 1. 30pmto 9pm
at Bel grade airport by police who beat himand threatened himwith
“l'iquidation". He subsequently boarded a plane to Pris&tina where he was
hel d by police at the airport till 5amthe next day and interrogated about
alleged mlitary training he had undergone. He stated that five other

et hni ¢ Al bani ans who had travelled with himhad been sinmlarly ill-treated.

The ill-treatnment of these nen has hei ghtened Amesty International's
concern about a reported inm nent agreenment between the German and Yugosl av
authorities on the repatriation from Germany of 120,000 citizens of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, the majority of the ethnic Al banians, to be
carried out over a period of two to three years.



2

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmnai
letters in English, French, German, Russian or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern about reports that Xhafer Bardiqgi, FlorimHoxha and
Ami r Brugzahi, ethnic Al bani ans whose requests for asylum had been refused
by Germany, were physically ill-treated by police after being deported, or
returning voluntarily, from Germany. These incidents are reported to have
taken pl ace between 14 and 23 Septenber, at Belgrade and Pris&tina airports,
and at | ocal police stations in Kosovo province;

- urging a pronpt and inpartial investigation into these reports and that
any police officer found to be responsible be brought to justice;

- urging that appropriate steps be taken to ensure that these nmen do not
suffer further ill-treatnent;

- noting the reported i mm nent return from Germany of many asyl um seekers,
urging the Yugoslav authorities to guarantee all those who return the ful
enj oynent of their fundanental human rights in conformity with

i nternational human rights treaties ratified by the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avi a, including protection fromtorture, or any other cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatnment or punishnent.

APPEALS TO

1) President of the Republic of Serbia

M Sl obodan M | o3evi E

Predsedni k Republi ke Srbije

Andri Eev venac 1

11000 Beograd, Yugosl avia

Faxes: +381 11 682 167

Tel egrams: President M1 osevic, Beograd, Yugoslavia
Sal utation: Dear President

2) Mnister of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Serbia
M Zoran Sokol ovi c

M ni star Unutrasnjih Poslova Republike Srbije

Kneza M1 osa 101, 11000 Beograd, Yugoslavia

Faxes: +381 11 683 041 or 685 937

Tel egranms: MJP Srbije, Beograd, Yugoslavia

Sal utation: Dear Mnister

3) Premer - President of the Serbian Government

M M rko MarjanoviE

Predsedni k VI ade Republike Srbije

Nemanj i na 11, 11000 Beograd, Yugosl avia

Faxes: + 381 11 659 682

Tel egrams: Predsedni k VI ade Srbije, Beograd, Yugoslavia
Sal ut ation: Dear President

COPI ES TO

Federal M nister of Foreign Affairs

Mlan M| utinoviE

M ni star za i nostrane poslove

Savezno mnistarstvo za inostrane poslove
Kneza M| o03Sa 24

11000 Beograd, Yugosl avia

Fax: + 381 11 682 668



Humanitarian Law Centre
Terazije 14
11000 Bel grade, Yugosl avia

Conmittee for the Defence of Human Rights and Freedons, Pristina
Xhavit Mtrovica 15, 38000 Pristina, Yugoslavia

and to diplomatic representatives of Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 1 Novenber 1996.



