EXTERNAL Al I ndex: MDE 11/02/98

UA 65/98 Fear of Torture/lncomuni cado Detention 3 March 1998
BAHRAI N Muhammad “ Ali Muhammad al ‘I kri, aged 17

Muhammad “ Ali Muhamad al -’ I kri is being held i ncommuni cado and is at risk
of torture or ill-treatnent. He was reportedly arrested on 24 February 1998

at his nother’'s hone in al-Qadamvillage in Jidd Hafs. Hi s precise
wher eabouts are unknown. The reasons for his arrest are unclear, but it is
believed to be connected with a previous arrest and conviction

Muhammad “ Ali Muhammad al -’ 1 kri had previously been arrested on 10 Apri
1995 on charges of throwing a petrol bonb at police personnel. He was
convicted on 9 July 1995 and sentenced to 10 years’ inprisonnent by the
Juvenil es Court. However, his sentence was overturned on appeal and he was
rel eased in Septenber 1995. Several weeks after his rel ease the Bahrain
authorities tried to rearrest him Mhammad ‘ Ali Muhammad al -’ | kri managed
to escape and was able to hide. Whilst visiting his nother on 24 February
1998 the authorities arrested himagain.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Scores of mnors have been anpong those arrested by security forces in
connection with mass protests in Bahrain calling for the restoration of the
Nat i onal Assenbly and the rel ease of political prisoners. In many cases
juvenil e defendants are denied their fundanmental rights during pre-tria
detention, having been held inconmuni cado and deni ed access to their

fam lies and defence counsel. Charges brought agai nst them under the Pena
Code have included arson attacks on public property and inhabited private
property, rioting, participation in illegal gathering, and incitenent of
hatred towards the governnment. Sentences passed by the Juveniles Court have
been, in the opinion of sonme defence | awyers, unnecessarily harsh, a nunber
of children having been handed the maxi mum penalty of 10 years’

i mpri sonment .

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnai
letters in English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern at Muhanmad ‘ Ali Muhanmmad al -’ 1 kri’s incomruni cado
detention and urging that he be granted i mmedi ate access to his fanmly and
| egal counsel

- seeking assurances that he is being treated humanely;

- requesting clarification of the reasons and |legal basis for his arrest;

- urging that he be i mediately rel eased unless he is pronptly charged with
a recogni zable crimnal offence and brought to trial in accordance with

i nternational standards.

APPEALS TO

Hi s Excel | ency

Shai kh Khalifa Bin Sal man Al Khalifa

Prime M nister

P. O. Box 1000, al-Manama, Bahrain

Tel egrans: Prime Mnister, al-Manam, Bahrain
Tel exes: 9336 PROM BN or 7889 PMPO BN
Faxes: + 973 533033

Sal ut ation: Your Excellency

Hi s Excel | ency
Shai kh Muhammad Bin Khalifa Al Khalifa
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M ni ster of Interior

P. O.Box 13, al-Manama, Bahrain

Tel egrams: M nister of Interior, al-Manana, Bahrain
Tel exes: 9572 PSMKT BN or 8333 ALAMAN BN

Faxes: + 973 276765/ 290526

Sal utation: Your Excellency

COPI ES TO
di pl omatic representatives of BAHRAIN accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 14 April 1998.



