PUBLI C Al I ndex: MDE 11/03/99
27 January 1999
Further information on UA 26/96 (MDE 11/02/96, 2 February 1996) and foll ow

ups (MDE 11/01/98, 12 February 1998 and MDE 11/05/98, 1 May 1998) - Fear of
torture/ Medi cal concern/ Fear of nedical neglect/Il]-Treatnent

BAHRAI N Shai kh " Abd al - Amir Mansur al -Janri, aged 62
Shai kh Hassan Sul tan
Shai kh " Al'i ' Ashour
Shai kh " Al'i bin Ahmad al - Jeddhafs
Shai kh Hussein al -Dei h
Hassan Meshenmm' a
Sayyed | brahi m’Adnan al -’ Al aw
Abdul Wahab Hussein

The nmen naned above have now been detai ned without charge or trial since
January 1996 - in breach of Bahrain's 1974 Decree Law on State Security
Measures (which allows for a maxi mum administrative detention of three
years of persons suspected of “endangering state security”).

The nmen were anong hundreds arrested and hel d i ncommuni cado fol |l owi ng
denonstrations protesting at the closure of nobsques where proninent Shi’'a
clerics were calling on the governnent to restore denocratic rights. Al
are pronminent Shi’a Muslimreligious and political |eaders. The governnent
has stated it intends to try themfor instigating violence and sabot age.

Amesty International considers the nen to be prisoners of conscience,
arrested as a result of their non-violent political and religious
activities.

Hundreds of others are also believed to be held under the 1974 Decree Law,
many for over three years without charge or trial

Following a final round of appeals, this UA will be closed and action on
behal f of the eight men will continue through other action nethods. Mny
thanks to all who have sent appeals. Please send a | ast round of telexes,
faxes and letters in English, Arabic or in your own | anguage:

- asking for the eight nmen nanmed above to be rel eased i nmedi ately and
uncondi tionally as prisoners of conscience;

- rem nding the governnent of Bahrain of its comiitnent to the Universa
Decl arati on of Human Rights, in particular Article 9:"No one shall be
subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile", and Article

19: "Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this
rights includes freedomto hold opinions without interference and to seek
receive and inpart information and ideas through any nmedia and regardl ess
of frontiers".

APPEALS TO

H s Excellency

Shai kh Khalifa Bin Sal man Al Khalifa
Prime M nister

P. 0. Box 1000, al -Manama, Bahrain

Tel exes: 9336 PROM BN or 7889 PMPO BN
Faxes: + 973 533033

Sal ut ation: Your Excellency




2

H s Excellency

Shai kh Muhammad Bin Khalifa Al Khalifa

M ni ster of Interior

P. 0. Box 13, Al-Mnam, Bahrain

Tel exes: 9572 PSWMKT BN or 8333 ALAMAN BN
Faxes: + 973 276765 / 290526

Sal utation: Your Excellency

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of Bahrain accredited to your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 10 March 1999.

Visit the Amesty International UDHR canpai gn website on http://ww. ammesty. excite.com



