PUBLI C Al I ndex: MDE 12/32/99

EXTRA 107/ 99 Death Penalty

10 August 1999
Egypt Du'a Samir ‘Abd al-Khaliq, f
Al - Sayyi d Mohammad Miussa al - Shuga’i, teacher

Du'a Samir ‘Abd al -Khaliqgq and al - Sayyi d Mohanmad Miussa al - Shuga’i have been
sentenced to death by the Zagaziq Crimnal Court and could be executed at
any tinme. The appeal court ordered their retrial before another chanber of
the crimnal court after they appeal ed against their sentences. On 7 August
1999, the Zagaziqgq Crinminal Court upheld the death sentences. The nen have
now exhausted all possibilities of appeal and have been transferred to
death row in Zaqazi q prison.

Du'a Samir ‘Abd al -Khaliq and al - Sayyi d Mohanmad Miussa al - Shuga’i were
convicted of the murder of Du a' s husband in 1996.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The death penalty, which is applied for crinminal offences such as drug use
or trafficking and murder, and for offences related to "terrorisn', has
been used extensively in Egypt in recent years. In 1998 Annesty
International recorded 74 death sentences passed by nilitary, crimnal and
(Enmergency) Suprenme State Security courts, and 48 executions. So far this
year 62 death sentences and 13 executions have been recorded.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/e-

mai | s/ express/airmail letters in Arabic, English, French or your own

| anguage:

- acknow edgi ng the seriousness of the crinme of which Du’a Samr ‘Abd al -
Khaliq and al - Sayyi d Mohammad Miussa al - Shuga’i were convi cted, but
expl ai ni ng your opposition to the death penalty in all cases as a violation
of the right tolife (as stated in Article 3 of the Universal Declaration

of Human Rights: “Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of
person”), pointing out that it has never been shown to have a uni que
deterrent effect, and is brutalizing to all involved in its application

- urging the President to use his constitutional powers to grant clenency
and comut e these and all other pendi ng death sentences;

- drawing attention to world trends to abolish or reduce the use of the
death penalty, in accordance with Article 6 of the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, to which Egypt is a state party.

APPEALS TGO

Hi s Excell ency Mbhammad Hosni Mibar ak

Presi dent of the Arab Republic of Egypt

‘ Abedi ne Pal ace, Cairo, Egypt

Tel egrans: President Mibarak, Cairo, Egypt

Tel exes: 93794 WAZRA UN
Faxes: + 202 390 1998
e-mails: webmast er @r esi dency. gov. eg

Sal ut ation: Your Excellency

COPI ES TO

Ms Nayla Gabr

The Human Ri ghts Depart nment
M nistry of Foreign Affairs
Corniche al-Nil, Cairo, Egypt
Faxes: + 202 574 9533
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Dr. Eat hi_ Sorour

Speaker

The Peopl e’s Assenbly

Magl es al -Sha’ab Street, Cairo, Egypt
Faxes: + 202 574 9175

and to diplomatic representatives of Egypt accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMVEDI ATELY



