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| RAQ Ra' ad Tabra
Mahrmud al - Rahman
Sal i m Hanra Abd al - Hadi Hanra, 65, former head Baghdad Chanber
of Conmerce
Tareq Hanra
Hazem Hanra, 28
Naj ah Mahdi Sal eh Kubba
Qassem ' Arab
Ahmad Mal al | ah
Ahmad Muhyi al -Haj Radi, early 40s
Jassem Mr ' Al
Taha Hussain al - Gat
Saf far Janmal Abul - Jubn
Must af a Buni yya

Amesty International is concerned about reports of the execution in Iraq
of as many as twenty nerchants reportedly charged with profiteering.
According to information received the executions were carried out by
hangi ng on 26 July 1992 in Baghdad.

A nunber of those executed belong to prom nent nerchant families, both
Sunni and Shi'a and were said to be part of a larger group of nerchants,
traders and busi nessnen arrested on 25 July 1992 in a crackdown on Iragq
citizens suspected of fixing the price of goods differently to those
speci fied by the state.

It is unclear whether the executions were carried out in public but reports
i ndicate that the bodies of sone of the victinms were displayed in a market
pl ace in Baghdad to serve as a | esson to others.

Presi dent Saddam Hussai n appeared to allude to the executions in a speech
given at an award cerenopny on the sanme day. He said that "regrettably sone

merchants harned the relationship with (the state)..." and stated that
“...the law is used to break the necks of those who do not deserve to
remain alive...". He also inplied that sone formof trial had taken pl ace

before the executions; "On nmy way here, sone officials asked that others
stand trial. M answer was no."

At present Ammesty International has no details of where the other
nmerchants arrested are being detained and the conditions of their
det enti on.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Pl ease send airmail letters:



- expressing concern about the reported execution of as many as 20
nmer chants i n Baghdad on 26 July;

- requesting their names, details of the charges against them and of the
| egal procedures followed in their cases;

- requesting the names and details of others arrested on sinilar charges on
25 July, their places of detention and details of any |egal procedures
being followed in their cases;
- appealing for the comutati on of any other death sentences passed.
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1) H E. President Saddam Hussain
President of the Republic

2) H E. Muhammad Haneza al - Zubai di
Prime Mnister

3) HE Tariq Aziz
Deputy Prinme Mnister

4) H.E. Ahned Hussain
M ni ster of Foreign Affairs

Al |l appeals should be sent c/o:

H E. Dr Abdul Amr al-Anbari

Ambassador Extraordi nary and Pl eni potentiary
Per manent Representative to the United Nations
Per manent M ssion of Irag to the United Nations
14 East 79th Street

New York, NY 10021

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TG
Di pl omati c representatives of Irag accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 14 Septenber 1992.



