PUBLI C Al I ndex: MDE 16/18/98

UA 308/ 98 Death Penal ty 11 Decenber 1998

JORDAN Sa'id al - Qashash, aged 19

On 30 Novenber 1998 Sa’'id al -Qashash was sentenced to death by the Amman
Criminal Court for the nurder of a school friend and 11 relatives. An
appeal is now due before the Court of Cassation, an appeal court which only
consi ders procedural nmmtters.

If the Court of Cassation upholds the death penalty it will go to the Crown
Prince Hassan bin Talal for ratification.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Ammesty I nternational recognizes the horror that nust be felt at such

mul tiple killings, but opposes the death penalty in all cases as the
ultimate form of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnment or punishment.

Capi tal punishment has never been shown to have a deterrent effect and the
sentence is irrevocable.

Ei ght persons have al ready been executed in Jordan this year, including
two sisters at the beginning of Decenber. Last year, at least 11 death
sentences were carried out.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
Arabic or English or in your own | anguage:

- expressing synpathy for the victinms of violent crinmes and their fanmlies
and acknow edging the role of governnments in bringing the perpetrators of
such crines to justice, but expressing to the Jordanian authorities
uncondi ti onal opposition to the death penalty, which has never been shown
to have a unique deterrent effect and which is brutalizing to all involved
inits application;

- urging H s Royal Hi ghness Crown Prince Hassan bin Talal to commute the
sentence of death on Sa’'id al-Qashash and on all other persons sentenced to
deat h;

- urging that no nore executions be carried out in Jordan and requesting
that the governnment work towards abolishing the death penalty in the
present year of the 50th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Ri ght s.

APPEALS TO

Hi s Royal Hi ghness

Crown Prince Hassan bin Tal al

Ofice of HM the King

Royal Pal ace

Amman

The Hashenite Ki ngdom of Jordan

Tel egrans: Crown Prince Hussan, Amman, Jordan
Faxes: + 962 6 463 4755

Sal utation: Your Royal Highness

Dr Fayez Tar awneh

Prime M nister and M nister of Defence
Office of the Prinme Mnister

P. O. Box 1577

Anmman
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The Hashemite Ki ngdom of Jordan

Tel egranms: Prinme Mnister, Amman, Jordan
Faxes: + 962 6 464 2520

Sal utation: Your Excellency

Jawdat Sboul

M ni ster of Justice

M ni stry of Justice

P. O. Box 6040

Amman

The Hashemi te Ki ngdom of Jordan

Tel egranms: Justice Mnister, Amman, Jordan
Faxes: + 962 6 462 9949

Sal utation: Your Excellency

Nayef al - Kadi
M ni ster of Interior
M nistry of Interior
P. 0. Box 100

Amman

The Hashemite Ki ngdom of Jordan

Tel egranms: Interior Mnister, Amman, Jordan
Faxes: + 962 6 560 6908

Sal utation: Your Excellency
COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of Jordan accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 22 January 1999.

“Everyone has the right to life"
Article 3, Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts

Visit the Amesty International UDHR canpai gn website on http://ww. amesty. excite.com



