PUBLI C Al I ndex: MDE 17/002/2001

UA 286/ 01 Fear of torture 7 November 2001

KUWAI T Tiodi Mgiliar Tomaro (m, Filipino
Mary-Jane Vitios (f), Filipina, aged 26
Nooriza Talib Ashak (f), Filipina, aged 34
Loridos Seri Esper (f), Filipina, aged 41
Rosal i e Teesor Baklidia (f), Filipina, aged 38
Jam e Bernardo (m), Filipino, aged 38
Q aro Rubia (m, Filipino, aged 31

The seven Filipino nationals naned above were arrested after the 10 Cct ober
nmur der of a Canadian citizen. On 6 Novenber the Kuwaiti Interior Mnistry
announced that they had “confessed” to involvenent in the murder. Al had
all egedly been tortured to force themto confess. Ammesty International is
concerned that they may face further torture, and if convicted may face the
death penalty on the basis of their “confessions”.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Canadi an aircraft technician Luc Ethier, who was working in Kuwait for a
US- based corporation, was shot dead on 10 Oct ober while wal king with his

wi fe through a busy shopping area about 20 kil onmetres south of Kuwait City.
Hs Filipina wife, Mary-Jane Vitios, was hit three tinmes but survived.

The Kuwaiti authorities charged Kuwaiti national Majed al-Mitairi with the
nmur der on 22 Cctober, after Mary-Jane Vitios identified himas her
husband’s killer. A few days later, Majed al-Mitairi’s | awer issued a
statement saying that he had only confessed to the nmurder after being
tortured by the security forces and that, since there was no evi dence

agai nst him he should be rel eased.

On 6 Novenber the authorities announced that Mary-Jane Vitios and the six
other Filipino nationals nanmed above had confessed to involvenent in the
nmurder of Luc Ethier. According to an official statement, Mary-Jane Vitios
had “col | aborated” with the other Filipinos to collect her husband s life
i nsurance noney, and her confession had “sealed the case”. Majed al-Mitair
was rel eased | ast night.

Ammesty International recognizes the rights and responsibilities of
governments to bring to justice anyone suspected of a recognizably crimna
of fence, but is unconditionally opposed to the use of torture or ill-
treatment to obtain confessions in any circunstances.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible,
in English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern at allegations that the ei ght people named above were
tortured to force themto confess, and urging the authorities to order a
pronmpt and inpartial investigation, as required by Article 7 of the

I nternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which Kuwait is a
state party;

- urging that all the accused receive a fair trial in accordance with

i nternational standards, and that confessions obtained under duress are not
used in evidence agai nst them

- seeking assurances that they are being treated humanely and have access
to lawyers of their own choosing, their famlies and any medical care they
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may require, and that they protected from any form of
i n custody.

APPEALS TO

1) Hi s Hi ghness Shai kh Jaber al - Ahmad al - Sabah
Anmir of the State of Kuwait

Al -Safat, Kuwait City, Kuwait

Fax: + 965 539 6434

Sal utation: Your H ghness

2) Hi s Highness Shai kh Sa’ ad al -‘ Abdul | ah al - Sabah
Crown Prince and Prine Mnister

Al -Di wan al - Amiri

Al -Safat, Kuwait City, Kuwai't

Fax: + 965 539 6434

Sal utation: Your H ghness

3) Hi s Excel |l ency

Shai kh Mbharmmad al - Khalid al - Sabah
M ni ster of Interior

M nistry of Interior

P O Box 11, al- Saf at

Kuwait City, Kuwai't

Fax: + 965 243 3317

Sal utation: Your Excellency

4)Hi s Excel l ency Dr Saad Jassem Yousef al-Hashe
M ni ster of Justice and Legal Affairs

M nistry of Justice and Legal Affairs

PO Box 6, Al-Safat 13001

Kuwait City, Kuwai't

Fax: + 965 246 6957

Sal utation: Your Excellency

COPI ES TO

Local human rights group

Chai rman, Abdel Muhsin Janal

Committee for the Defense of Human Ri ghts
The National Assenbly (Parlianent)

Kuwait City

Fax: + 965 241 6538

Newspapers

Al - Qabas

PO Box 21800

Kuwait City 13078
Fax: + 965 483 4355

Al Wat an

PO Box 1142

Al - Saf at

Kuwait City

Fax: + 965 483 5426

Kuwai ti News Agency ( KUNA)

ill-treatment while



Fax: + 965 246 9549
and to diplomatic representatives of Kuwait accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 19 Decenber 2001.



