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Further information on UA 385/92 (MDE 18/02/92, 7 December 1992) - Lega
Concern/ Fear of torture

L EBANON: Further arrests of suspected supporters of General M che
" Aoun, including Antoine Sam eh

and new nanes: Jose 'Afif
Em | e al - Hachem
Nu' man Ant oi ne
Fadi Baroud
Jean Abi Rad
Shukral I ah Sal aneh
M chel Abu Nassar
Ant oi ne Saqr
Jirjis Shamal eh
Mansour Sfeir
Emly Azzi (femrale)
Di b Fl out

Up to 200 people, mainly believed to be supporters of General M chel 'Aoun
were reportedly arrested shortly after Lebanon's | ndependence Day

cel ebrations on 22 Novenber. The arrests are believed to have been in
connection with the printing and distribution of a leaflet which called for
Lebanon to becone "truly independent” and for an end to the occupation of
Lebanon by foreign forces. At least 19 are reported to be still held

wi thout legal arrest warrants in detention facilities in Yarzeh, Kfarshim
and Jisr al-Basha. They nmmy be prisoners of conscience and it is feared
that they may be tortured or ill-treated.

According to a Lebanese | awer, 10 of the detai nees began a hunger-strike
on 30 Novenber 1992 as a protest against their detention. On 5 Decenber
Jose 'Afif, a bank manager, reportedly suffered a heart attack. He was
taken first to a mlitary hospital and was then transferred to the Hote

Di eu Hospital. Enile al-Hachem was al so apparently taken to hospital with
a broken leg, alleged to have resulted fromtorture.

Ant 0i ne Sanmi eh, an 11th detainee who is not on hunger-strike, apparently
remai ns under guard in St. George's hospital, where he was taken allegedly
after torture. He is the owner of a printing press alleged to have printed
the leaflet. Two of his enployees are also reportedly detained: Dib Flout
and Enmily Azzi.

According to newspaper reports, the cases of 11 of these detai nees have al
been referred to a nilitary investigating judge by the mlitary prosecution



on charges of formng a group ained at harming the prestige of the state
and its civilian and military institution; jeopardising Lebanon's |inks
with foreign states; and distributing leaflets. However, according to
Lebanese | awyers, civilians should be tried according to the crimnal, and
not the military, justice system |In addition, |awers acting for the
detai nees still have not been allowed to visit them An application for
habeas corpus has been filed, so far without results. Limted fanly
visits have al so reportedly been stopped since publication of the report of
t he hunger-strike.
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FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/telexes/airmiil letters
either in English, French or in your own | anguage:

- expressing concern at the reports of the arbitrary arrest of up to 200
peopl e on or around 22 November 1992;

- expressing concern that those who are still detained may be prisoners of
consci ence and urging the i medi ate and unconditional release of all those
who are being held solely for the non-violent expression of their politica
bel i ef s;

- asking for detailed reasons for these arrests and the current |ega
status of the detainees;

- expressing concern that supporters of General 'Aoun have reportedly been
tortured and ill-treated in detention and urging that these and all other
det ai nees be protected fromtorture and ill-treatnent;

- asking for information on the situation of Antoine Sanieh, Emle al-
Hachem both reportedly hospitalized after torture, and Jose Afif,
hospitalized after a heart-attack during interrogation, and urging that al
all egations of torture or ill-treatnment be i medi ately investi gated;

- urging that all detainees be given pronpt access to |lawers and their
fam lies in accordance with international standards for the treatnent of
det ai nees.

APPEALS TO

1. President Elias Hraw

Presi dential Pal ace

Ba' abda

Bei r ut

Lebanon

Tel egranms: President Hrawi, Beirut, Lebanon
Tel exes: 21000

Sal utation: Hi s Excellency

2. Mohsen Dal oul

M ni ster of Defence

M ni stry of Defence

Yar zeh, Beirut

Lebanon

Tel egranms: Defence M nister Dal oul, Beirut, Lebanon
Tel exes: 20901

Sal utation: Hi s Excellency



3. Bahij Tabbareh

M ni ster of Justice

rue Sam Sol h

Bei r ut

Lebanon

Tel egrans: Justice M nister Tabbareh, Beirut, Lebanon

Sal utation: Hi s Excellency

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TG diplomatic representatives of Lebanon accredited
to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 24 January 1993.



