PUBLI C Al I ndex: MDE 25/04/99

EXTRA 153/99 Death Penal ty 2 Novenber 1999

UNI TED ARAB EM RATES (UAE) Gamini Perera (m), Sri Lankan national, aged
29

Ammesty International is concerned that Gam ni Perera could soon be
execut ed. He has exhausted all his appeals and his sentence will now go to
the rul er of Dubai, Sheikh Maktoum Bin Rashid al -Maktoum for ratification

Gami ni Perera, a school bus driver, was sentenced to death by a Dubai court
in Cctober 1998 in connection with the nurder of a young Emirati nationa
earlier that year. H s sentence was upheld by the Court of Appeal in
February 1999 and by the Dubai Suprene Court on 16 October 1999.

Ammesty I nternational recognizes the rights and responsibilities of
governments to bring to justice those suspected of crimnal offences, but
is unconditionally opposed to the death sentence in all cases as the
ultimate violation of the right to life.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Two peopl e, both Pakistani nationals, have been executed in the UAE since
1998. On 2 June 1999, Mhanmed Arshad was executed for a 1993 nurder
Atal | ah Khair Mohammad was executed for nurder in June 1998, even though
hi s execution had previously been postponed twi ce after intervention by the
Paki st ani enbassy. Executions in the UAE are usually by firing squad.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnai
letters in Arabic, English or your own | anguage:

- urging the authorities to conmute Ganini Perera’s death sentence;

- expressing synpathy with the victins of crine and their relatives but
rem nding the authorities that the death penalty is brutalising to al
concer ned;

- urging that all other death sentences in Dubai be comuted.

APPEALS TO

Hi s Hi ghness

Shei kh Makt oum bi n Rashi d al - Makt oum

Crown Prince

Vice President & Prinme M nister of UAE & Rul er of Duba
PO Box 899, Dubai, United Arab Emirates

Tel egrans: Crown Prince, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Tel exes: 23245

Faxes: + 971 4 538 438 / 535 883

Sal ut ati on: Your Hi ghness

COPI ES TO

Hi s Hi ghness

al - Shei kh Zayed Bin Sultan Al -Nahyan
President of the United Arab Enmirates

Rul er of Abu Dhabi, Manhal Pal ace

PO Box 280, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Enmirates
Tel exes: 22220 PALACE EM



Hi s Excel | ency Muhanmad Nakhira al -Dharir
M ni ster of Justice & Islamc Affairs
P.O. Box No 2272 Abu Dhab

E-mails: noj i a@iae. gov. ae

and to diplomatic representatives of the United Arab Emirates accredited to
your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 30 Novenber 1999.



