PUBLI C Al I ndex: AFR 15/03/99
20 January 1999

Further information on UA 79/98 (AFR 15/01/98, 11 March 1998) and fol |l ow up
(AFR 15/02/99, 15 January 1999) - Fear of imrnent execution / Death

penal ty

BOTSWANA Tl habol ogang Mauwe, aged 30
Gwnvara Brown Mbtswetla, aged 28

Tl habol ogang Mauwe and Gwnara Brown Mdtswetla were granted a stay of
execution late on 15 January 1999 by a Hi gh Court judge.

The stay was granted after a human rights |awer fromthe Botswana Centre
for Human Rights (DI TSHWANELO), filed an application for an injunction

agai nst the executions. The | awer, M Kgafela Kgafela, argued that
execution by hanging violated the constitutional right of Botswanan
citizens not to be subjected to cruel, inhuman or degradi ng puni shnent, and
that the | ong period spent on death row by both men (since their
convictions) constituted cruel and i nhuman puni shnent.

M Justice Reynolds granted a stay of execution until 22 January when

| awyers representing both sides will return to court to present their
argunments on whether the death penalty viol ates Botswana's constitution. A
decision is expected the sanme day.

Tl habol ogang Mauwe and Gnara Brown Motswetla were found guilty in 1997 of
mur der and sentenced to death.

Many thanks to all who sent appeals on behalf of the two nen. No further
appeals are required at this stage but participants may be asked to take
further action depending on the court’s decision on 22 January.

Those sections who sent appeals to the presidents below please send a
telegram fax in English or your own | anguage:

- inform ng the presidents that Tl habol ogang Maauwe and Gaara Brown Mot swetl a
were granted a |l ast-m nute stay of execution on 15 January 1999 pendi ng a hi gh
court decision, due on 22 January, on whether the death penalty violates a
person’s constitutional right not to be subjected to cruel or inhuman
puni shment ;

- welcoming the High Court’s decision and expressing thanks to the president

for any intervention he may have made on behalf of the condemed prisoners.

APPEALS TGO

Presi dent Bakili Ml uzi

O fice of the President

Private Bag 301

Li l ongwe 3, Mal aw

Tel egrans: President, Lilongwe, Ml aw
Faxes: + 265 782 095 33

Sal ut ati on: Dear President Mil uzi

Presi dent Sam Nuj oma
St ate House
Private Bag 13339



2

W ndhoek, Nani bi a

Tel egranms: President, Wndhoek, Nani bia
Faxes: + 264 61 221 770

Sal ut ati on: Dear President

Presi dent Nel son R Mandel a,

O fice of the President

Private Bag X1000

Pretoria 0001, South Africa

Tel egranms: President, Pretoria, South Africa
Faxes: + 27 12 323 8246

Sal ut ati on: Dear President

Sua Excel énci a Joaqui m Al bert o Chi ssano

Presi dente da Republica

Gabi nete do Presidente da Republica

Aveni da Julius Nyerere 1780, Maputo, Republica de Mcanbi que
Tel egrams: President, Maputo, Mogamnbi que

Faxes: (c/o Foreign Mnistry) + 2581 491460

Sal utation: Excel éncia / Your Excellency



