EXTERNAL Al I ndex: AFR 23/01/97
This is alimted action. Please restrict appeals to 25 per section

UA 310/ 97 Fear of torture or ill-treatnent 30 Septenmber 1997

DJ1 BOUTI Mohanmed Kadamy Youssouf, representative of the opposition
Front pour |la Restauration de L'unité et de la
Dénocratie, FRUD, Front for the Restoration of Unity and
Denocr acy
Ai cha Dabal e Ahnmed(f), relief agency worker and wi fe of
above
Ali Mohanmed Maki Houmed, FRUD military commander
Mohanmed Daoud Chehem former political prisoner
Kam | Mohamed Ahnmed ("Kabir"), FRUD political officia

Ammesty International fears that the five above-naned peopl e, opponents of
the Djibouti government and nmenbers of the Afar ethnic group, nmay be at
risk of torture or ill-treatnent.

The five people were arrested in Ethiopia on 26 Septenber 1997 and
summarily handed over to the Djibouti authorities the foll owi ng day. They
are currently detained i ncormmunicado in a security centre in the capital
Djibouti. Their arrests evidently relate to recent Front pour |a
Restauration de L'unité et de |a Dénocratie, FRUD, Front for the
Restoration of Unity and Denpbcracy activities.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The FRUD opposition group draws its support primarily fromthe Afar ethnic
group. I n Decenber 1994, a peace agreenent ended three years of fighting
between FRUD forces and the Djibouti governnment. As a result many exiled
FRUD nenbers returned to Djibouti with sone joining the government. The
FRUD | eader, however, fornmer Prinme Mnister Ahned Dini (now based in
Paris), did not accept the terns of this agreement. He recently clained
responsibility for an attack on the Djiboutian army on 1 Septenber.

The arrests in Ethiopia appear to be targeting Ahmed Dini’s FRUD group of
whi ch Mohaned Kadamy Youssouf is a representative. It is not clear whether
his wife, who works for a non-governnental Afar relief organization and an
i nternational wonen’'s organization, is involved with FRUD activities.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/ express/airnail

(A) to the DJIBOUTI authorities, in French or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that Mhaned Kadany Youssouf, his wi fe Aicha Dabal e
Ahrmed, Ali Mhanmed Maki Houmed, Mohamed Daoud Chehem and Kani| Mohaned
Ahmed ("Kabir"), who were arrested in Ethiopia and handed over to the

Dji bouti authorities on 27 Septenber 1997, are at risk of torture or ill-
treat ment whil e detained i ncormmuni cado;

- appealing for themto be given i nmediate access to their famlies and

| egal counsel

- asking for assurances that they are being treated humanely in custody;
- calling for themto be brought before a namgistrate without delay, and if
the authorities intend to prosecute them that they are charged with a
recogni zabl e crimnal offence and given a fair and pronpt trial in
accordance with international standards;



- asking for urgent investigation into whether Aicha Dabal e Ahmed may have
been detained solely on account of her husband's political activities.

APPEALS TO

Son Excel | ence Monsi eur Hassan Goul ed Aptidon,

Pr ési dent de | a République

La Presidence

BP 6

Dj i bouti, République de DOjibout

Tel egranms: Le Présidence, Djibout

Faxes: + 253 355049 / 350174

Sal utation: Mnsieur |le Président de |a République

Monsi eur Hassan Farah M gui

M nistre de |la Justice

M ni stere de | a Justice

BP 12

Dj i bouti, République de DOjibout

Tel egrams: M nistre Justice, Djibout
Faxes: + 253 354012

Salutation: Monsier le Mnistre

COPI ES TO

Monsi eur Ali Dini

Bat onni er de |’ Ordre des Avocats de Dji bout
Barreau de Dji bout

BP 2461

Dj i bouti, République de DOjibout

and to diplomatic representatives of DJIBOUTI accredited to your country.

AND (B) To the ETHI OPI AN aut horities, in English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that five Djiboutian exiles in Ethiopia - Mhaned
Kadamy Youssouf, his wi fe Aicha Dabal e Ahnmed, Ali Mhamed Maki Houmed,
Mohanmed Daoud Chehem and Kami| Mhaned Ahned, ("Kabir")- were arrested on
26 Septenber 1997 and summarily handed over to the Djibouti authorities
Wi t hout any opportunity to raise concerns through a fair and public
judicial hearing about possible violations of their human rights if
returned to Djibouti;

- expressing fears of torture or ill-treatnment while they are being held
i ncommuni cado in Djibouti;

- calling on the Governnment of Ethiopia to obtain fromthe Djibout
authorities assurances of their safety and the protection of their basic
human rights while in custody;

- asking for a future conmmtnent fromthe Governnment of Ethiopia that no-
one will be forcibly deported fromEthiopia to a country where they have
wel | -grounded fears of beconming a victimof serious human rights
violations, without a fair and public judicial hearing.

APPEALS TG

Hi s Excel |l ency Mel es Zenaw
Prime M nister

O fice of the Prinme Mnister
P O Box 1031

Addi s Ababa, Ethiopia

Faxes: + 2511 550722



Sal utation: Your excellency
and to diplomatic representatives of ETH OPI A accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 11 Novenber 1997.



