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UA 280/ 99 Prison Conditions / Health concern 26 October 1999

EQUATORI AL GUI NEA Emlio Ri bas Esada
Gregori o Bonuagasi
M | agrosa Cheba (f)
Al ej andro Moe Bita Rope
And approximately 80 others prisoners convicted in My
1998

Ammesty International is very concerned about the health of scores of Bub
pri soners, including the people naned above, being held in appalling
conditions in Ml abo prison. Since their conviction in June 1998 they have
been held in small, filthy cells. Conditions are conpounded by the
extrenely hot, humid clinmate. Most prisoners are being denied nedica
treatment. El even have been held in incommunicado detention in Ml abo

pri son since May 1998.

On 20 Cctober 1999, a detainee in the prison, Digno Sepa Tobachi, “El ako”
died as a result of torture and | ack of nmedical care.

Ot her Bubi prisoners convicted in the May 1998 trial (see background

information) are seriously ill. Emlio Ribas Esada is suffering from

inflamati on of the testicles and Gregori o Bonuagasi, whose jawbone was broken by
police at the tinme of his arrest in January 1998, has received no treatnment since
then. M| agrosa Cheba, the only woman, has fallen sick on several occasions

and been sent to hospital. She is now back in prison even though she is

still ill.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

In May 1998 nore than 110 people accused of involvenent in attacks on nmilitary
barracks were tried by a mlitary court. The court sentenced 15 people to death
(including four in absentia), and sonme 70 people to prison ternms ranging fromsix to
26 years. Many defendants, predoninantly nenbers of the Bubi ethnic group

appear to have been detained solely because of their ethnic origin. Mny

had been forced to make statenments under torture.

An Ammesty International delegation attending the trial noticed that a
nunber of defendants showed signs of torture. Since sentences were passed,
several prisoners have fallen ill as a result of the harsh prison
conditions. Mdst have been denied nedical care. One prisoner, Martin Puye,
aged 58, a |l eader of the Movimiento para |a Auto-determ naci6n de la Isla
de Bi oko (MAIB), Movenent for the Self-determ nation of Bioko Island, died
in hospital in July 1998, reportedly as a result of ill-treatnent and | ack
of adequate medical care. OQther prisoners are thought to have been denied
hospital treatnent.

Conditions in the prison are harsh, and other detainees and prisoners are
al so at risk

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmai
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern about the prison conditions in which those sentenced
in the May 1998 trial are being held;

- urging the authorities to provide all prisoners with enough food and
wat er and adequate nedical treatnent, especially in the cases nentioned



above;

- calling for the practice of incomuni cado detention to be ended

i medi ately;

- calling on the authorities to grant prisoners and detainees in Ml abo
prison i medi ate access to international humanitarian organizations such as
the International Committee of the Red Cross;

- expressing concern and calling for an i ndependent and inpartial enquiry
into the death in Mal abo prison, on 20 October, of Digno Sepa Tobach

“El ako”, who had been tortured and who died as a result of a |ack of

medi cal care

- calling for an independent and inpartial enquiry into reports that

detai nees were tortured in connection with the attacks on mlitary barracks
in January 1998, and, if verified, calling for those responsible to be
brought to justice in accordance with international standards for fair

trial

APPEALS TO

Presi dent Teodoro Obi ang Nguema Mdasogo

Presidente de | a Republica

Gabi nete del Presidente de |a Republica

Mal abo, Equatorial Guinea

Tel egranms: Presidente Obi ang, Ml abo, Equatorial Guinea
Tel exes: 5405 GBNOM 5405 EG

Faxes: + 240 9 3313

Sal utation: Excelencia / Your Excellency

Prime Mnister Serafin Seriche Dougan

Primer Mnistro

Gabi nete del Primer Mnistro

Mal abo, Equatorial Guinea

Tel egrams: Prinmer Mnistro Seriche Dougan, Ml abo, Equatorial CGuinea
Tel exes: 5405 GBNOM 5405 EG

Salutation: Sr. Don / Dear Prinme M nister

Secretary of State for Security, Colonel Manuel Nguenma Ma
Secretario de Estado para |a Seguridad Naci ona

Mal abo, Equatorial Guinea

Tel egrams: Col onel Manuel Nguema Moa, Mal abo, Equatorial Guinea
Tel exes: 5405 GBNOM 5405 EG

Salutation: Sr. Don / Dear Secretary of State

COPI ES TO

Vice-Prine Mnister and Mnister of Foreign Affairs
M guel Oyono Ndong M funu

Vice-Primer Mnistroy Mnistro de Asuntos Exteriores
M ni sterio de Asuntos Exteriores

Equat ori al Cui nea

and to diplomatic representatives of Equatorial CGuinea accredited to your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 6 Decenber 1999.



