PUBLI C Al I ndex: AFR 30/02/00

UA 121/00 Fear for safety 17 May 2000

GUI NEA- Bl SSAU | naci o Tavares
Menbers of the QGui nea-Bi ssau Hunan Ri ghts League

Senior nilitary officers have apparently threatened to have human rights
activists beaten for publicising abuses by sol diers.

In a 12 May press statenment the Quinea-Bi ssau Human Ri ghts League expressed
concern at reports of soldiers beating civilians. The president of the
organi sation, Inacio Tavares, had al so rai sed these concerns in an
interviewwith the Portuguese international radio station, RTP, that

norni ng. Angered at this, senior mlitary officers reportedly said they
woul d have | naci o Tavares and ot her League nmenbers beaten

League nenbers have been threatened before for reporting human rights
vi ol ati ons by sol diers.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

A civil war which broke out in June 1998 ended in May 1999 when the Junta
Mlitar (Mlitary Junta) |led by Brigadi er Ansumane Mané ousted the
president. Elections were held in January 2000. Although the new President,
Kumba lal 4, has promsed to fight corruption and inpunity and uphold human
rights, and the junta had al ways mai ntai ned that the arny would return to
barracks after the war, soldiers are reported to have beaten and arrested
civilians.

Anmong ot her abuses detailed in the Quinea-Bi ssau Human Ri ghts League press
staterment: on 9 May soldiers apparently arrested and beat three electrica
technici ans after power cuts; the next day nenbers of junta |eader

Bri gadi er Ansumane Mané's bodyguard stopped a taxi driver and beat him
apparently for being in the way of the mlitary | eader’s notorcade; and on
12 May sol diers severely beat a youth who failed to greet them

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express/airmi
letters in Portuguese or your own |anguage:

- expressing concern at reports that senior mlitary officers have
reportedly threatened to have nmenbers of the Cuinea-Bi ssau Human Rights
League beat en;

- asking the authorities to investigate the reports and take action to
ensure the safety of League nenbers;

- expressing concern about the reports of soldiers beating civilians,
urging that these reports be investigated and the suspected perpetrators
brought to justice and fairly tried;

- calling on the authorities to respect Article 12 of the Declaration on
the right and responsibility of individuals, groups and organs of society
to pronote and protect universally recogni zed hunan rights and fundanenta
freedons, approved by the Conmm ssion on Human Rights in its resolution
1998/ 7 at its 31t neeting on 3 April 1998. Article 12.2 states: The State
shall take all necessary neasures to ensure the protection by the conpetent
authorities of everyone ... against any violence, threats, retaliation ..
di scrimnation, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of
their legitimate exercise of the rights referred to in this Declaration

APPEALS TO (Please note that it is not easy to fax to Gui nea-Bissau - you
may have to try through your international tel ephone operator.)

Presi dent of the Republic

Sua Excel énci a Kunba Yal a

Presi dente da Republica

Gabi nete do Presidente da Republica

Praca dos Herois Nacionais
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Bi ssau

Republ i ca da Gui né- Bi ssau

Tel egranms: President Yala, Bissau, Cuinea-Bissau
Fax: + 245 201 404

Sal ut ati on: Sua Excel énci a/ Your excel |l ency

Prinme Mnister

Sua Excel énci a Caetano Nt chama
Prinmeiro Mnistro

Gabinete do Prinmeiro Mnistro
Praca dos Herois Nacionais

Bi ssau
Republ i ca da Qui né-Bi ssau
Fax: + 245 201 506

Sal ut ati on: Sua Excel énci a/ Your excell ency

Procur at or General

Sua Excel éncia Dr. Rui Sanha
Procurador Geral da Republica
Procuradoria Gera

Aveni da Anmi | car Cabral

Bi ssau
Republ i ca da Qui né-Bi ssau
Fax: + 245 203 924

Sal ut ati on: Sua Excel énci a/ Your excell ency

M ni ster of Defence

Sua Excel éncia Fernando Correia Ladim

M ni stro da Defesa

M ni stério da Defesa

Bi ssau

Republ i ca da Qui né-Bi ssau

Sal ut ati on: Sua Excel énci a/ Your excellency

COPI ES TO
di pl omati c representatives of Cuinea-Bissau accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 28 June 2000.



